Comments on UAE’s Sheikh
Mohammed bin Zayed'’s visit to
India 1in 24.ae, 19 Jan 2026

Dr. Nasser Saidi’s comments on the UAE’s President Sheikh
Mohammed bin Zayed’s visit to India appeared in a 24.ae
article published on 19th January 2026.
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The comments are posted below in English.

In this context, Dr. Nasser Al Saidi, Economic and Financial
Advisor, former Chief Economist and Strategic Officer at the
Dubai International Financial Centre, said that the visit
confirms that India is a key economic partner for the UAE,
supported by the Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement,
pointing out that the UAE has become India’s third largest
trading partner and the second largest destination for its
exports during 2024-2025, and India is a partner in the BRICS
Group.

“The Indian community makes up about a third of the UAE’s
population, making remittances a key channel for foreign
currency inflows and investments to Indian financial markets,
with nearly 20% of India’s total remittances coming from the
UAE in 2024, becoming the second largest exporter globally
after the United States,” he added.
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He explained that the partnership includes investments 1in
education, health care, information technology, clean energy
and infrastructure, pointing out that by the end of June 2025,
the number of Indian companies operating in the UAE reached
264,687, reflecting the ease of doing business and enhancing
economic cooperation regionally and internationally.

:and in Arabic
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Comments on UAE-India
relations in CNN Arabia, 9
Sep 2024

Dr. Nasser Saidi’s comments appeared in a CNN Arabia article
titled “olos sVl Lo ..ooigd! o] wubel sge wdg 8,0l
fa=9giall ayoLlais¥!l” focusing on the UAE delegation visit to
India in Sep 2024, during which discussions are expected to
centre around strengthening trade and investment ties. This
article was published on 9th September 2024 & can be accessed

directly.

Dr. Saidi’s comments are posted below:
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(Translated as:

“Discussions will 1likely revolve around continuing to
strengthen strategic partnerships, technology, banking and
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financial services,” Nasser Al Saidi, chairman of Nasser Al
Saidi & Partners, told CNN Business.

“The UAE has a comparative advantage and expertise 1in
developing the core infrastructure, networks and systems that
provide essential services, enable and facilitate economic
activity, the movement or storage of goods, water, energy
including renewable energy, data and sustainable data
centers,” Nasser Al Saidi said.)

Comments on the proposed
India-Middle East-Europe
trade corridor in The
National, Sep 11 2023

Dr. Nasser Saidi’s comments appeared in an article in The
National titled “Why new trade link between India, Middle East
and Europe is a win for all” published on 11th September 2023.

The comments are posted below.

“The India-Middle-East-Europe corridor will be a win-win for
all countries involved in the project,” president of Nasser
Saidi and Associates, Nasser Saidi, and its director of
macroeconomics, Aathira Prasad, said.

“The move will support the UAE’s diversification efforts, as
it can expand its trade with other markets in the corridor,
underscoring 1its current efforts to deepen trade relations
with emerging market nations.”

“Deep trade agreements need to be signed to reap the full
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benefits from the corridor,” Mr Saidi said.

“The region should take this opportunity to improve trade
facilitation measures”, including easing the movement of goods
at the border and focusing on reducing overall trade costs, he
said.

“In the medium term, integrating trade infrastructure (ports,
airports, logistics) in the wider Mena region would lower
costs and facilitate intraregional trade, leading to greater
regional integration,” said Mr Saidi.

“Given ongoing renewable energy projects and net-zero
emissions ambitions of the UAE and wider GCC, one could even
envisage a GCC renewable-energy-powered, 1integrated
electricity grid could extend all the way to Europe and
India,” Mr Saidi said.

A potential land-based alternative to the Suez Canal will
reduce the risk of it being a chokepoint, as it currently
handles about 10 per cent of global maritime trade, Mr Saidi
said.

“Instead of viewing the corridor as a threat to revenue, this
Should be seen as an opportunity to integrate the various
modes of transportation .. creating an air-sea-land custom-free
corridor to support the movement of goods,” he said.

Interview with Al Arabiya
(Arabic) on prospects for the
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US dollar, 18 Jul 2023

In this interview with Al Arabiya aired on 18th July 2023, Dr.
Nasser Saidi discusses the future prospects of the US dollar,
central banks’ appetitite for gold, potential for the renminbi
and the petroyuan in the context of UAE’'s agreement with India
to settle trade in rupees instead of the dollar.

Watch the TV interview at this link as part of the related
news article:
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Impact on Trade with Middle
East as a New Arena for Asian
Competition (?), Panel
Discussion at the MEI NUS
Annual Conference, 18 May
2022

Dr. Nasser Saidi joined a panel discussion online titled
“Impact on Trade” within the wider context of “Middle East: A
New Arena for Asian Competition?” which was the theme of
the National University of Singapore’s Middle East Institute
Annual Conference.

The session, held on 18th of May, discussed the background of
trade, investment and labour flows, in addition to what the
contrasts are for China and India’s policies in the Middle
East.

Watch the session below
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