Interview with CNBC on
geopolitical tensions 1in the
Middle East (1ncluding
Israel’s airstrikes on
Syria), 17 Jul 2025

Dr. Nasser Saidi, president at Nasser Saidi & Associates,
speaks to CNBC’s Dan Murphy about geopolitical tensions in the
Middle East including Israel’s airstrikes on Syria, recent
positive macroeconomic and financial developments in Syria,
Banque du Liban banning banks & brokerages from dealing with
Hezbollah-1linked financial institution and also regarding
Lebanon being on the FATF Grey list & steps the country needs
to take to rectify this.

Direct link to the video:
https://www.cnbc.com/video/2025/07/17/israels-strikes-on-syria
-not-helpful-says-nasser-saidi.html

Interview with BBC’'s World
Business Report on World
Bank’s $250mn funding to
Lebanon, 26 Jun 2025

In an interview with BBC’s World Business Report, Dr. Nasser
Saidi discussed Lebanon’s 1immense reconstruction and
redevelopment needs following the war between Israel and
Hizbollah and the devastation of infrastructure, housing,
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agriculture, businesses and mass population displacement,
adding to more than a decade of an absence of investments in
infrastructure and public utilities and services.

Key points from the discussion below:

The World Bank recently approved a USD 250mn loan to launch a
broader USD 1lbn recovery and reconstruction initiative called
the Lebanon Emergency Assistance Project — while a positive
step, the amount is a drop in the ocean compared to what is
required for reconstruction & redevelopment in Lebanon. The
World Bank satellite-based estimates of reconstruction
requirements of about $11bn have to be complemented by in-
depth field estimates. Israel’s use of bunker buster bombs can
have an impact destructive radius of up to 200m in urban
areas.

Well-aware of the problems needed to be sorted out
domestically, from economic policy and structural reforms to
combating endemic corruption & the need for accountability and
transparency. Reconstructing and redevelopment investments
need to go in tandem with the other reforms. But it is a bit
like the chicken & egg problem. If we don’t have
reconstruction, then poverty will grow & displacement and
migration will continue, eventually leading to greater socio-
economic and political instability.

I am an advocate of creating an international reconstruction
fund (funding that comes mostly as grants rather than debt
which cannot be sustained and serviced) to support LB with the
strong backing and engagement of the GCC countries. A
comprehensive package is required that includes a build up
military, security assets and capability and political
assistance to provide security and stability. This will be a
massive support for the country that has seen a new boost in
confidence with the new President Aoun, PM Salam & government
— promising a strong willingness to reform, a break from the
ineffective governments since the onset of crises in 2019.



Listen to the interview (Dr. Saidi joins from the 7:00 minute
mark in the link below)

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/w3ct75vh

Radio interview with Dubai
Eye’'s Business Breakfast on
UAE's Ministry of Foreign
Trade & Economic Outlook, 23
Jun 2025

Dr. Nasser Saidi spoke with Dubai Eye’s Business Breakfast
team on 23rd June 2025 about the UAE adding a Ministry of
Foreign Trade, if there would be any competition with
SaudiArabia for tourism & also the outlook for economic growth
in the UAE.

Listen to the full radio interview at the link below (from
5:48 to 12:26):

Transcript below:
Dr. Saidi, good morning.

Good morning to you.
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Dr. Saidi, a quick word first of all on the evolving situation
in the region. I don’t want to get drawn on political or
security speculation, but a quick word on the economics, if
you will.

You mentioned the energy sector, and oil prices have risen a
little bit. What’s surprising actually 1is that they haven’t
risen any more. So the anticipation and expectation in the
markets is that most of it is already done and we can
continue.

So probably the impact will be less tourism for a few weeks,
but it will come back to normal. That’s what the markets seem
to be saying.

Dr. Saidi, thank you very much indeed for that. Now, the
reason we’ve asked you to come on was to talk about some
significant changes here in the UAE announced over the past 72
hours or so. We have a new ministry here in the UAE, a
Ministry of Trade for the first time.

“Not a new minister though, Dr. Thani El-Zayoudi has been
heading up trade for the UAE for some time now. First of all,
your reaction to the new Ministry of Trade.

I think the important thing 1is that 1it’s a strategic
signalling and positioning. At a time where the rest of the
world 1is talking about greater protectionism, tariffs,
tromponomics and the rest, the UAE 1is saying, I'm creating
this trade ministry, foreign trade ministry, and I want to
open up to the rest of the world. So the strategic positioning
is extremely important from that point of view.

The other thing that’s important is that we need to remember
that trade policy is a major tool of economic diversification.

In terms of the work that Dr. Al-Zayidi has done already with
the SEPA trade deals, now we get quite excited about them 1in
the Business Breakfast Studio and we see the impact that



things like the SEPA deal with India, for example, have had
over the past three years. But what’s your objective
assessment as an economist?

“The first point to note is that the UAE is now the most
diversified economy in the GCC. Seventy-five percent of output
1s now non-trade. And if you look at India in particular, this
was one of our biggest trade partners apart from China.

And opening up, and what Dr. Zayidi has done, is that you’re
opening up not only to your existing trade partners, but
you’re lowering barriers across the board. So amazing
achievements over a short space of time. 24 SIPAs, you’'re
going to reach easily 1.1 trillion dollars worth of trade way
before 2031.

So I think very much to the credit of the Minister.

The other change that we’ve had, not quite as significant, 1is
the Ministry of Economy. Now that’s an existing ministry. It
is now the Ministry of Economy and also Tourism.

Why the need to do that, do you think?

Well, because tourism, because first, services have become
much more important for the UAE. Tourism, trade, commerce, all
the rest, wholesale and retail trade are a major fraction of
the economy. So focusing on tourism is also saying, I’m going
to become a global hub for tourism.

“And UAE 1is well on its way. And importantly, I think
transport and logistics, your airports, ports and facilities
really make it much easier. It’s one of the easiest places to
get into.

We do have, of course, emerging competition here in the UAE as
a tourism hub for the Gulf region and that is in Saudi Arabia.
Embryonic stages yet, but their ambitions are significant. How
seriously should the UAE take Saudi Arabia as a tourism



competitor?

I think they’re largely complimentary. UAE is way ahead in
terms of being integrated into global tourism. Saudi has
obvious strengths in terms of religious tourism, environmental
tourism, et cetera.

But I think they will complement each other. What Saudi and
the UAE have done over the past few years 1is grow their soft
power. Look at their hosting of international events, World
Cups, et cetera, exhibitions and all the rest.”

“And what you have 1is greater integration of transport
services, air, road and rail. That will mean that you’ll open
up the whole market of the GCC. So I’'m very positive in terms
of the complementarity of the two.

And why not? If there is competition, so be it. It will mean
lower prices and more attractive to tourists from across the
world.

We just had a message in. Someone’s correcting me, Dr. Saeedi.
Aruba has written in saying, it’s not the first time there’s
been a Ministry of Foreign Trade in the UAE.

Aruba’s memory 1is strong. Back in 2010, she said, Her
Excellency Lubna Al Qasimi was Minister of Foreign Trade.

Yes, that’s true. That’s true.

Thank you, Aruba, for pointing that one out. That is a good
memory. Finally, Dr. Saeedi, it’s almost time for the half-
time report for the UAE economy in 2025, June the 23rd, almost
at the end of the first half.

Most of the reports we’re reading, World Bank, IMF, points to
4 or 5% growth for the UAE economy this year. What’s your
reading?

“I think the readings will be correct. We’ll have a slowdown



probably in the second quarter. It’ll pick up rapidly in the
third and fourth quarter.

I’'m pointing to the fact that digital economy 1is rapidly
growing, clean energy, clean technology are rapidly growing.
So all the tech sectors are really going to be a major factor
of growth. Take fintech, for example.

We’'ve become a global hub of fintech. So all of that, and I
really want to focus on the tech sector because I think it’s
really going to be an engine of growth and job creation, but
more important, attracting foreign direct investment and
people to come and live here. Look at the influx of people
coming in for the golden visas, professional visas and all the
rest.

So forget the traditional sectors, focus on the tech sectors
because I think that’s where we’re going, e-commerce, digital
trade and the like.

Interview with Al Arabiya on
Israel-Iran war, costs,
global & regional
implications, 16 Jun 2025

In this TV interview with Al Arabiya aired on 16th June 2025,
Dr. Nasser Saidi discussed the ongoing Israel-Iran war, its
costs, destruction of infrastructure, economic consequences,
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impact on oil supply and prices, effects on inflation and GCC
regional and global implications and fallout. We have entered
the fog of war. He also emphasized that geopolitical tensions
are doubling the cost of debt in the region.

Watch the TV interview via this 1link
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Interview with Al Arabiya on
the EUR & CNY as potential
alternatives to the dollar,
27 May 2025

In this TV interview with Al Arabiya aired on 27th May 2025,
Dr. Nasser Saidi discussed whether the EUR & CNY could emerge
as an alternative to the dollar in global trade. (Summary
points are provided in English towards end of the page).

Watch the TV interview via this 1link
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Summary points.

Dr. Nasser Saidi was on Al Arabiya News Channel discussing the
changing currency landscape USD and 1its 1increasing
weaponisation. As of Apr 2025, the USD accounted for 49.68% of
global payment transactions vs EUR’s 22% and CNY’s 3.5%. USD
dominance in the trade finance market is even greater, with an
82% share, versus just 6.15% for the yuan and 6.21% percent
for the euro. (Source: SWIFT, May 2025). Similarly, the USD
makes up 58% of international reserves currently, the lowest
in decades, but still well above the euro’s 20% share.



However, the future belongs to the Yuan and to digital
currencies.

China 1s already the dominates global trade in goods. As
global supply chains are reconfigured as a result of US trade
wars, they will continue to pivot towards Asia and China. Over
time (i.e. decades) the yuan — and particularly the digital
yuan — are likely to form the basis of a growing share of non-
dollar trade financing. As an example, there was a China-UAE
gas deal completed in CNY in 2023 & an eCNY-Digital Dirham
cross-border CBDC payment (using mBridge) in Sep 2024.

The 1international payments 1infrastructure 1is also
transforming. The China Cross-Border Interbank Payment System
(CIPS) has functionality that goes beyond SWIFT since it 1is a
real time payment system, not just messaging. It 1is faster,
cheaper and more secure. But for the CNY to truly become a
global reserve currency (apart from financing trade), China
must accelerate the development of broad, deep and liquid
domestic debt and financial markets and gradually allow full
convertibility of the yuan.

Interview with Al Arabiya
(Arabic) on the Trump’s
tariffs & US expectations of
an industrial resurgence, 30
Apr 2025
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In this TV interview with Al Arabiya aired on 30th April 2025,
Dr. Nasser Saidi discussed Trump’s reciprocal tariffs and US
expectations of an industrial resurgence. This provides a
unique opportunity for Asia & GCC.

Watch the TV interview via this link
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Interview with Al Arabiya
(Arabic) on the Trump's
reciprocal tariffs
announcement, 6 Apr 2025

In this TV interview with Al Arabiya aired on 6th April 2025,
Dr. Nasser Saidi discussed the global impact from Trump'’s
reciprocal tariffs.

Watch the TV interview via this link
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Interview with Dubai TV
(Arabic) on US reciprocal
tariffs “Between Great
Ambitions and Disappointing
Results”, 5 Apr 2025

Dr. Nasser Saidi appeared in an interview with Dubai TV,
broadcast on 5th Apr 2025, discussing the impact from Trump’s

The video can be viewed below

Interview with BBC’s World


https://nassersaidi.com/2025/04/07/interview-with-dubai-tv-arabic-on-us-reciprocal-tariffs-between-great-ambitions-and-disappointing-results-5-apr-2025/
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https://nassersaidi.com/2025/04/07/interview-with-dubai-tv-arabic-on-us-reciprocal-tariffs-between-great-ambitions-and-disappointing-results-5-apr-2025/
https://nassersaidi.com/2025/03/15/interview-with-bbcs-world-business-report-on-imfs-recent-visit-to-lebanon-and-need-for-comprehensive-reforms-14-mar-2025/

Business Report on IMF’s
recent visit to Lebanon and
need for comprehensive
reforms, 14 Mar 2025

In an interview with BBC’s World Business Report, Dr. Nasser
Saidi offered his insights and assessment on the IMF'’s recent
visit to Lebanon and need for comprehensive reforms.

Listen to the interview (Dr. Saidi joins from 4:30 to 10:30 in
the link below)

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/w3ct5zty

Interview with Al Arabiya
(Arabic) on the Trump’s
tariffs, 13 Mar 2025

In this TV interview with Al Arabiya aired on 13th March 2025,
Dr. Nasser Saidi highlighted the following points on Trump
trade wars: i) Trump will not back down, even at risk of
recession: he is in his 2nd term with no possible 3rd term,
effectively controls both Houses, dominates Republican party &
nominees have majority in Supreme Court; 1ii) Rapidly rising
Economic uncertainty with gold and VIX both up, volatile


https://nassersaidi.com/2025/03/15/interview-with-bbcs-world-business-report-on-imfs-recent-visit-to-lebanon-and-need-for-comprehensive-reforms-14-mar-2025/
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https://nassersaidi.com/2025/03/15/interview-with-bbcs-world-business-report-on-imfs-recent-visit-to-lebanon-and-need-for-comprehensive-reforms-14-mar-2025/
https://nassersaidi.com/2025/03/15/interview-with-bbcs-world-business-report-on-imfs-recent-visit-to-lebanon-and-need-for-comprehensive-reforms-14-mar-2025/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/w3ct5zty?partner=uk.co.bbc
https://nassersaidi.com/2025/03/14/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-the-trumps-tariffs-13-mar-2025/
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Equity & debt markets, Economic Policy Uncertainty Index 1is
spiking https://policyuncertainty.com; 1iii) will 1lead to
greater EU unification (higher defence, common debt), UK-EU
rapprochement; 1ii) Germany will go for debt funded
infrastructure & defence spending; iv) Canada, Mexico, China
will diversify trade & investment away from US; v) Fed, ECB
will delay rate cuts given growing uncertainty on real economy
and inflation paths; vi) US will have the highest tariff wall
since 1943. vii) GCC steel & aluminum exports to US negatively
affected.

Watch the TV interview via this 1link
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Interview with Al Arabiya
(Arabic) on the Global
Economic Diversification
Index, 17 Feb 2025

In this TV interview with Al Arabiya aired on 17th February
2025, Dr. Nasser Saidi highlighted the findings from the
Global Economic Diversification Index that was released at the
World Governments Summit 2025.

Watch the TV interview via this 1link
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Interview with Al Arabiya
(Arabic) on optimism 1n
Lebanon’s following election
of new leaders, 15 Jan 2025

In this TV interview with Al Arabiya aired on 15th January


https://nassersaidi.com/2025/01/16/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-optimism-in-lebanons-following-new-leadership-15-jan-2025/
https://nassersaidi.com/2025/01/16/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-optimism-in-lebanons-following-new-leadership-15-jan-2025/
https://nassersaidi.com/2025/01/16/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-optimism-in-lebanons-following-new-leadership-15-jan-2025/
https://nassersaidi.com/2025/01/16/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-optimism-in-lebanons-following-new-leadership-15-jan-2025/

2025, Dr. Nasser Saidi highlights the historic opportunity for
Lebanon following the selection of Joseph Aoun as President &
Nawaf Salam as Prime Minister.

Watch the TV interview via this 1link
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Interview with Al Arabiya
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https://nassersaidi.com/2024/12/25/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-a-potential-looming-debt-crisis-in-2025-23-dec-2024/

(Arabic) on a potential
looming debt crisis in 2025,
23 Dec 2024

In this TV interview with Al Arabiya aired on 23rd Dec 2024,
Dr. Nasser Saidi discusses a potential looming debt crisis in
2025. Dr. Saidi believes that interest rates are likely to
remain high while global public debt is high and rising
towards $100trn. About 3.3bn people live in countries spending
more on interest payments than education or health.

Watch the TV interview via this 1link
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Dr. Nasser Saidi’s interview
“Ahead of The Curve” with The
Buzz Business on CEBC’s
pioneering role 1in MENA’s
clean energy transition, Nov
2024

The interview with Dr. Nasser Saidi, in his capacity as the
Chairman of the Clean Energy Business Council (CEBC), appeared
as a Buzz Business article in Nov 2024. The focus was on
CEBC’s pioneering role in MENA’s clean energy transition. The
article titled “Ahead of the Curve” is copied below:

Ahead of the Curve

CEBC’s pioneering role in MENA’s clean energy transition

As climate change increasingly impacts economies and lives
across the globe, the Middle East and North Africa (MENA)


https://nassersaidi.com/2024/11/30/dr-nasser-saidis-interview-ahead-of-the-curve-with-the-buzz-business-on-cebcs-pioneering-role-in-menas-clean-energy-transition-nov-2024/
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region finds itself at a crossroads. Here, in a land rich with
fossil fuels but increasingly exposed to climate challenges,
the need for a shift towards clean energy and sustainable
practices 1s critical. Leading this charge is Dr. Nasser H.
Saidi, founder and chair of the Clean Energy Business Council
(CEBC), an organization fostering collaboration between the
public and private sectors to catalyze the region’s transition
to a cleaner future.

Dr. Nasser’s journey to the helm of CEBC has been as varied as
it is dimpressive. With a career that spans academia,
government, central banking, and senior positions in finance,
he is no stranger to the complexities of building something
from scratch. “I’'ve always valued freedom and the ability to
think independently,” he says, reflecting on his time
contributing to establishing the Dubai International Financial
Center, which started with just a few companies and grew into
a global hub. This drive to create and innovate independently
has become the backbone of his leadership at CEBC—a vision not
only for clean energy but also for MENA’s potential to become
a global leader in climate solutions.

CEBC was born from an urgent need for more than dialogue; it
was a call to action for the region’s leaders to reimagine
MENA’'s place in the global energy landscape. Dr. Nasser
understood that while the region has long been defined by its
fossil fuel wealth, it also possesses vast untapped potential
for renewable energy, particularly solar. “This part of the
world is blessed with some of the highest solar irradiation on
Earth,” he explains. “With partners like ACWA Power, ENOC,
ENGIE, and ABB at the forefront, we’'re already seeing
impressive advancements in solar capacity and innovative
projects that could one day redefine energy systems globally.”

CEBC’'s initiatives are built to tackle a diverse range of
challenges, from energy efficiency to hydrogen innovation, e-
mobility, and climate finance. Yet, Dr. Nasser emphasizes that
the real breakthrough lies in fostering strong, lasting



partnerships with both public and private sectors. This
commitment to collaboration is evident in CEBC’s Annual
Summit, now 1in 1its 12th year, which brings together
policymakers, industry leaders, and technology innovators to
align on regional sustainability goals. This year’s summit,
themed “Strategic Levers for Decarbonizing MENA,” will be held
at Expo City Dubai, reflecting the growing regional commitment
to decarbonization and sustainability. “By bringing government
and regulatory bodies to the table, we’'re creating the
conditions for action,” Dr. Nasser says. “CEBC is not just an
organization; it’s a platform for real change in MENA’'s energy
future.”

The MENA region, he points out, is uniquely positioned in the
global fight against climate change, with opportunities that
extend beyond renewable energy into areas such as water
desalination, desert agriculture, and district cooling. These
technologies are critical in a region where temperatures are
rising, and water scarcity is a daily reality. “Cooling alone
accounts for up to 70% of peak energy demand in the Gulf,” Dr.
Nasser notes. “We’ve pioneered district cooling systems that
are not only more energy-efficient but can be powered by
renewable sources. This technology could become a model for
the world.”

As climate disasters continue to reshape economies, MENA
countries face both an urgent challenge and a significant
opportunity. CEBC is working to help the region balance its
reliance on traditional fossil fuels with the need for
renewable energy development. According to Dr. Nasser, this
transformation will require considerable investment and policy
reforms, especially in terms of reducing fossil fuel subsidies
and attracting private financing to fill funding gaps. The
International Monetary Fund estimates that MENA will need to
invest up to 4% of GDP annually to build climate resilience
and meet emissions targets—a staggering number, but one Dr.
Nasser sees as achievable with the right public-private



partnerships. “For every dollar invested in climate
adaptation, we see a return of ten in economic benefits,” he
says, highlighting how companies across the region can drive
these returns by investing in clean energy solutions.

The private sector, he believes, will play a pivotal role,
especially with national initiatives 1like Saudi Arabia’s
Vision 2030 laying the groundwork. “The goals set forth in
Vision 2030 offer a roadmap for the private sector to
contribute to decarbonization through investments in clean
energy technologies and sustainable practices. Companies like
ACWA Power, ABB, Totalenergies, BEEAH, and other CEBC partners
are proving what's possible with large-scale solar and wind
projects that have the power to reshape our entire region.”
CEBC, he adds, has been instrumental in creating platforms for
private sector leaders to engage directly with policymakers,
facilitating cross-border clean energy projects that address
regional needs while also setting an example for the world.

Looking to the future, Dr. Nasser sees energy efficiency as a
vital component in achieving MENA’'s net-zero ambitions,
especially in high-energy sectors 1like <construction,
transport, and infrastructure. CEBC has recently partnered
with the Advancing Net Zero Volunteering Team to launch a
white paper focused on retrofitting existing buildings-a
crucial step in reducing energy consumption across the region.
He believes this focus on efficiency, combined with
technological advances like AI-driven energy management and
smart grids, will be key to MENA’s sustainable development.
But Dr. Nasser stresses that the most critical driver will be
awareness, both public and governmental. “We’re at a tipping
point where climate adaptation isn’t a choice; it’s a
necessity,” he says, echoing the urgent tone that has defined
his work and vision.

What are CEBC’s key achievements to date?[]

“I'd say the most critical achievement 1is public awareness.



Climate and clean energy are now part of our regional
discussions, which 1is something we couldn’t have imagined a
decade ago. Today, we have ministers in charge of climate
portfolios, notably in the UAE, and I hope other countries
follow. Our partnerships are creating regulatory frameworks
that involve both government and the private sector in the
transition to clean energy.”

How optimistic are you about the region’s clean energy
transition?[]

“I am cautiously optimistic. The region’s leadership has a
clear vision of what’s needed, and we’'re seeing an
unprecedented level of commitment to clean energy and climate
adaptation. Yet, challenges remain-subsidies for fossil fuels
need to be removed, and people’s perceptions around the ‘cost’
of energy must shift. Still, I am inspired by the strides
we’'ve made and confident that with ongoing collaboration, we
can achieve real, lasting change.”

What advice would you give to companies in the private
sector?[]

“Start with energy efficiency-look at your own operations,
from building temperatures to energy sources, and be ready to
invest in clean technologies. Long-term success will depend on
this. I also advise companies to get involved with CEBC or
similar platforms to stay aligned with national goals and
regulatory developments. The future will belong to companies
who adapt early and invest in sustainable practices.”

Looking ahead, Dr. Nasser’s vision for CEBC reflects both
urgency and optimism. As the region grapples with the
realities of climate change, CEBC stands as a catalyst,
turning MENA’'s unique challenges into opportunities. With the
right partnerships and a clear focus, CEBC is not just
imagining a cleaner future-it’s building one.



[x]

“CEBC isn’t just an organization; 1it’s a platform for real
change in MENA’s energy future.”

Dr. Nasser H. Saidi, founder & chair, Clean Energy Business
Council (CEBC)

Interview with CGTN Europe on
the ceasefire in Lebanon, 27
Nov 2024

In this TV interview with CGTN Europe’s The World Today
program, aired on 27th Nov 2024, Dr. Nasser Saidi spoke about
the ceasefire in Lebanon. While there is a lot of euphoria at
the announcement, more importantly, the 60 day ceasefire
period is fraught with security and political risks and
uncertainties. Focus has to turn to attracting aid commitments
& start reconstruction. For that, need to urgently elect a new
president & form a credible national emergency government able
to garner regional and international support and confidence
and undertake long-delayed structural reforms.



https://nassersaidi.com/2024/11/29/interview-with-cgtn-europe-on-the-ceasefire-in-lebanon-27-nov-2024/
https://nassersaidi.com/2024/11/29/interview-with-cgtn-europe-on-the-ceasefire-in-lebanon-27-nov-2024/
https://nassersaidi.com/2024/11/29/interview-with-cgtn-europe-on-the-ceasefire-in-lebanon-27-nov-2024/
https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x99v03s
https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x99v03s

Dr. Nasser Saidi’'s interview
with Kulluna Irada on
Lebanon’s “Economy 1in times
of war”, Nov 2024

In a series of videos, Dr. Saidi speaks to Kulluna Irada about
Lebanon’s “Economy in times of war”.
The 3-part series covers:
1. What is the economic impact of this #war compared to 20067
Dr. Nasser Saidi estimates overall reconstruction costs at $25
billion, in a much less favourable domestic and international
context than in 2006.

a0 Qoo 000000000_O0000# 00 10 [0...

pic.twitter.com/Fq393DIkKVP

— Kulluna Irada (@KullunaIrada) November 7, 2024



https://nassersaidi.com/2024/11/14/dr-nasser-saidis-interview-with-kulluna-irada-on-lebanons-economy-in-times-of-war-nov-2024/
https://nassersaidi.com/2024/11/14/dr-nasser-saidis-interview-with-kulluna-irada-on-lebanons-economy-in-times-of-war-nov-2024/
https://nassersaidi.com/2024/11/14/dr-nasser-saidis-interview-with-kulluna-irada-on-lebanons-economy-in-times-of-war-nov-2024/
https://nassersaidi.com/2024/11/14/dr-nasser-saidis-interview-with-kulluna-irada-on-lebanons-economy-in-times-of-war-nov-2024/
https://twitter.com/hashtag/%D8%AA%D8%A3%D8%AB%D9%8A%D8%B1_%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%8A?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/Fq393DIkVP
https://twitter.com/KullunaIrada/status/1854550906664333628?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw

2. What are the immediate priorities for Lebanon?

Economist and former Minister Nasser Saidi calls for urgent
action: securing humanitarian aid, ensuring it reaches the
most vulnerable, and specifically children, maintaining
Lebanon’s global connections, and the need for a new political
authority.

pic.twitter.com/t10P3QIwDY

— Kulluna Irada (@KullunaIrada) November 13, 2024

Interview with Al Arabiya
(Arabic) on Trump’'s election
victory, potential policies &
impact, 6 Nov 2024

In this TV interview with Al Arabiya aired on 6th Nov 2024,
Dr. Nasser Saidi discusses Trump’s election victory, potential
domestic policies (leading to wider deficits) and impact on
GCC & wider Middle East.

Watch the TV interview via this link


https://t.co/t1OP3QIwDY
https://twitter.com/KullunaIrada/status/1856709596481454549?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://nassersaidi.com/2024/11/07/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-trumps-election-victory-potential-policies-impact-6-nov-2024/
https://nassersaidi.com/2024/11/07/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-trumps-election-victory-potential-policies-impact-6-nov-2024/
https://nassersaidi.com/2024/11/07/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-trumps-election-victory-potential-policies-impact-6-nov-2024/
https://nassersaidi.com/2024/11/07/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-trumps-election-victory-potential-policies-impact-6-nov-2024/
https://www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/videos/market-pulse/2024/11/06/%D9%87%D9%84-%D9%8A%D8%AA%D9%85%D9%83%D9%86-%D8%AA%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%A8-%D9%85%D9%86-%D8%AA%D8%AE%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%B6-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%AC%D8%B2
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Interview with Al Arabiya
(Arabic) on the economic
impact of the conflict 1in
Lebanon, 15 Oct 2024

In this TV interview with Al Arabiya aired on 15th Oct 2024,
Dr. Nasser Saidi discusses the ongoing conflict in Lebanon and
the financing for the reconstruction of Lebanon & Gaza.

Watch the TV interview via this 1link


https://nassersaidi.com/2024/10/18/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-the-economic-impact-of-the-conflict-in-lebanon-15-oct-2024/
https://nassersaidi.com/2024/10/18/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-the-economic-impact-of-the-conflict-in-lebanon-15-oct-2024/
https://nassersaidi.com/2024/10/18/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-the-economic-impact-of-the-conflict-in-lebanon-15-oct-2024/
https://nassersaidi.com/2024/10/18/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-the-economic-impact-of-the-conflict-in-lebanon-15-oct-2024/
https://www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/videos/market-pulse/2024/10/16/-%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B5%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%8A%D8%AF%D9%8A-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9-25-%D9%85%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%AE%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1-%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%85%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%B1%D8%A8-%D8%AD%D8%AA%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86
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Interview with Al Arabiya
(Arabic) on UAE's banking
sector performance, 17 Sep
2024

In this TV interview with Al Arabiya aired on 17th Sep 2024,
Dr. Nasser Saidi discusses the performance of UAE banks due to
underlying strong macroeconomic conditions: 3.5% real growth
and 7.8% current account surplus creating liquidity, rise in
foreign assets, and strong core financial soundness
indicators.


https://nassersaidi.com/2024/09/18/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-uaes-banking-sector-performance-17-sep-2024/
https://nassersaidi.com/2024/09/18/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-uaes-banking-sector-performance-17-sep-2024/
https://nassersaidi.com/2024/09/18/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-uaes-banking-sector-performance-17-sep-2024/
https://nassersaidi.com/2024/09/18/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-uaes-banking-sector-performance-17-sep-2024/

Watch the TV interview via this 1link
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https://www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/companies/2024/09/17/-%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%AA%D8%B4-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D9%88%D9%8A-%D9%84%D9%84%D9%82%D8%B7%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D9%83%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%8A-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D8%B5%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AB%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A-2024

Interview with Al Arabiya
(Arabic) on Bahrain’s new
global minimum tax, 5 Sep
2024

In this interview with Al Arabiya aired on 5th September 2024,
Dr. Nasser Saidi discusses Bahrain’s plan to introduce the
global minimum tax from Jan 2025.

Watch the TV interview at this link and the related news
article is posted below:
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https://nassersaidi.com/2024/09/06/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-bahrains-new-global-minimum-tax-5-sep-2024/
https://nassersaidi.com/2024/09/06/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-bahrains-new-global-minimum-tax-5-sep-2024/
https://nassersaidi.com/2024/09/06/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-bahrains-new-global-minimum-tax-5-sep-2024/
https://nassersaidi.com/2024/09/06/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-bahrains-new-global-minimum-tax-5-sep-2024/
https://www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/videos/power-lunch/2024/09/05/%D8%AE%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D8%AD%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%AA%D8%A4%D8%B3%D8%B3-%D9%84%D9%86%D8%B8%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%B6%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A8%D9%8A-%D8%AC%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AF-%D8%A8%D8%AF%D8%A3%D8%AA%D9%87-%D8%A8%D9%81%D8%B1%D8%B6-15-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D8%B1%D9%83%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%AC%D9%86%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9
https://ara.tv/5c4p6
https://ara.tv/5c4p6
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Interview with Al Arabiya
(Arabic) on Fed’s monetary
policy decision, 30 Jul 2024

In this interview with Al Arabiya aired on 30th July 2024, Dr.
Nasser Saidi discusses the Fed’s monetary policy. He expects
the Fed to move slowly, and that reducing interest rates
before the elections may have an impact. All data indicates
the strength of the American economy and the real estate
sector is affected.


https://nassersaidi.com/2024/07/31/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-feds-monetary-policy-decision-30-jul-2024/
https://nassersaidi.com/2024/07/31/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-feds-monetary-policy-decision-30-jul-2024/
https://nassersaidi.com/2024/07/31/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-feds-monetary-policy-decision-30-jul-2024/

Watch the TV interview via this link on X (previously Twitter)

Interview with CNBC on Fitch
Ratings’ decision to withdraw
Lebanon ratings, 26 Jul 2024

Dr. Nasser Saidi, president at Nasser Saidi & Associates,
speaks to CNBC’s Dan Murphy about what led to Fitch Ratings’
decision to stop rating Lebanon.

Bloomberg’s Horizons Middle
East & Africa Interview, 17
Jul 2024

Aathira Prasad joined Joumanna Bercetche on 22nd July, 2024 as
part of the Horizons Middle East & Africa show. The discussion
focused on the IMF’s lower Saudi growth forecast for 2024.

The IMF revised downward Saudi growth to 1.7% this year (down
by 0.9 percentage point) in its latest WEO update. Key
messages from the interview:

— IMF's cut to Saudi growth forecast this year was expected,
stemming from lower oil production

— But, remember that non-oil sector activity has been robust
so far and will be a driving force as the many mega and giga
projects are under development. Saudi PMI underscores the non-


https://x.com/i/status/1818308345847046643
https://nassersaidi.com/2024/07/27/interview-with-cnbc-on-fitch-ratings-decision-to-withdraw-lebanon-ratings-26-jul-2024/
https://nassersaidi.com/2024/07/27/interview-with-cnbc-on-fitch-ratings-decision-to-withdraw-lebanon-ratings-26-jul-2024/
https://nassersaidi.com/2024/07/27/interview-with-cnbc-on-fitch-ratings-decision-to-withdraw-lebanon-ratings-26-jul-2024/
https://nassersaidi.com/2024/07/18/bloombergs-horizons-middle-east-africa-interview-17-jul-2024/
https://nassersaidi.com/2024/07/18/bloombergs-horizons-middle-east-africa-interview-17-jul-2024/
https://nassersaidi.com/2024/07/18/bloombergs-horizons-middle-east-africa-interview-17-jul-2024/

oil sector’s strong performance.

— There have been government spending cuts. But these need to
be viewed as a positive: expenditure rationalisation &
prioritising more strategic projects in the backdrop of lower
0il revenues. Underlying strategies are job creation, increase
private sector participation & eventually greater economic
diversification.

— True that funding needs are high, but the Kingdom has been
tapping alternative funding sources including the debt
markets. Not just the government, but also state-owned
entities.

Watch the interview (from 15:00 to 20:00) :
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2024-07-17/horizons-midd
le-east-africa-07-17-2024

Interview with Al Arabiya
(Arabic) on GCC’s potential
to become “Middle Powers”, 9
Jun 2024

In this interview with Al Arabiya aired on 9th June 2024, Dr.
Nasser Saidi discusses his view that at a time of global
fragmentation, decoupling from China and a New Cold War, the
GCC countries can emerge as Middle Powers.

Watch the TV interview via this link.


https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2024-07-17/horizons-middle-east-africa-07-17-2024
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2024-07-17/horizons-middle-east-africa-07-17-2024
https://nassersaidi.com/2024/06/10/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-gccs-potential-to-become-middle-powers-9-jun-2024/
https://nassersaidi.com/2024/06/10/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-gccs-potential-to-become-middle-powers-9-jun-2024/
https://nassersaidi.com/2024/06/10/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-gccs-potential-to-become-middle-powers-9-jun-2024/
https://nassersaidi.com/2024/06/10/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-gccs-potential-to-become-middle-powers-9-jun-2024/
https://www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/special-stories/2024/06/09/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%8A%D8%AF%D9%8A-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%AC-%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%87%D8%A7-%D9%81%D8%B1%D8%B5%D8%A9-%D9%83%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%83%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%82%D9%88%D8%A9-%D9%88%D8%B3%D8%B7%D9%89

alsdl ades s el sasswd]
693" UoSi] bS5 dyd g2
‘J‘Lm.s"

Lol Lo oloy wlos s,lo] o JB
2017 L,\9 6.)_)Lg

ol vosmmndl ol LeiSadl ol s womsmdl ol &S, ws, JB
oo L5 lilos Wwal oo hus 8555 Lgbi) aa Lol geladl als
o2l dgz go prallsy dg=.

oi> 2019 ole 3o wleol 3 go LiSL Ledle ans lLaxdl olsl oVl
iaol Ldl 8,lud] gai ploxi|l oJ]l ool leo 2023,

wi olissys ode Loyl Ldw agoladyl olwlbodly as laxd] o gl 28,
soill go witloiy, ogoi o2y pde wlbiodl suizYl [ leiiwYly Jlodl
M lrYl =]l wldly 6, adl Ls.

iy o]l 8L5 go aly lie 9 souswll vlols Business”: “Joi s
w9 8o,L aulu Lo auS,ue¥l s,lo0Yl olay (B uel awl, wl s
2017".

dibiall & Lilo seiimwe edl gued| ol sawswd| 351,

Slle 250 o b ashiodl oo éowladl ol laiiwdl of oJ] aals
2023 ._,\9 Jy_g.).

wrig Lo oie Laiwl Ledle abedl suizVl iyl sas ol LS3y
CJLA—]I_S %4 .2 iy O_)IJ.A_” 90 ,J_:Ln_c 2010 po— dio J.n..a_” O
3.4 bwgioy Lgiw oJlez)l lxalls.

ot 8o Ladl olu Lol , ghig “FDI intelligence” | loii wYl ol
_ L 6,y Lo ol tsagaxdl g luedl b il ol a5Vl
“greenfield” s>asxy Luwlio Lud, 9] biweVl Gl aahio 9



Sy s | laias cogiw pwlel ole %19 avwin b ey Liedl
2023 ple 9 Souel Ve LlLde 249.8 _J| %6 apwiy o lowl JI
2022 ol 9 LYl gazouoaed! el w9 SLJl gl Y o .

Interview with Al Arabiya
(Arabic) on major central
banks’ monetary policy, 22
May 2024

In this interview with Al Arabiya aired on 22nd May 2024, Dr.
Nasser Saidi discusses the Fed’s monetary policy. He expects
only 1 Fed rate cut in Dec given the strong US growth,
continued fiscal stimulus, very high Treasury debt issues, and
election year politics. Fed moves’ will be preceded by the ECB
and the Bank of England given lower & falling inflation rates
& weaker economies.

Watch the TV interview via this 1link
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Interview with Al Arabiya
(Arabic) on Fed & monetary
policy, 6 May 2024

In this interview with Al Arabiya aired on 6th May 2024, Dr.
Nasser Saidi discusses the Fed’s latest monetary policy
meeting and outlook for the rest of 2024.

Watch the TV interview via this link
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Interview with Al Arabiya
(Arabic) on economic
diversification, 17 Apr 2024

In this interview with Al Arabiya aired on 17th April 2024,
Dr. Nasser Saidi discusses the Global Economic Diversification
Index and Saudi’s rankings in the backdrop of recent economic
and structural reforms aimed at increasing non-o0il economic

activity.

Watch the TV interview below:
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— 0000000 Business — OO0OO0OO (@AlArabiyaBN KSA) April 17,
2024

Interview with Al Arabiya
(Arabic) on Fed interest
rates, 20 Mar 2024

In this interview with Al Arabiya aired on 20th March 2024,
Dr. Nasser Saidi discusses Fed dot plots, inflation, labour
market growth and growing fiscal deficits in the US.

Watch the TV interview at this link as part of the related
news article:
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Interview with Al Arabiya
(Arabic) on Egypt’s interest
rate hike, currency
floatation & IMF deal, 7 Mar
2024

In this interview with Al Arabiya aired on 7th March 2024, Dr.
Nasser Saidi discusses the 600bps hike in interest rates,
removal of currency controls and the IMF deal.

Watch the TV interview below:
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Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle
East & Africa Interview, 28
Feb 2024

Aathira Prasad joined Vonnie Quinn on 28th of February, 2024
as part of the Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle East & Africa
edition. The discussion focused on macroeconomic outlook in
the UAE & Saudi Africa, in addition to our views on Egypt.

Watch the interview (from 27:19 to 33.40):
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2024-02-28/daybreak-midd
le-east-africa-02-28-2024-video

Interview with Al Arabiya


https://twitter.com/hashtag/%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9_Business?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
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https://nassersaidi.com/2024/01/13/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-the-us-fed-interest-rates-beyond-9-jan-2024/

(Arabic) on the US Fed,
interest rates & beyond, 9
Jan 2024

In this interview with Al Arabiya aired on 9th January 2024,
Dr. Nasser Saidi discusses the Fed and interest rate moves
this year, 1in the backdrop of the widening fiscal deficit in
the US.

Watch the TV interview at this link as part of the related
news article:
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Interview with Al Arabiya
(Arabic) on renewable energy
investments & COP28, 3 Dec
2023

In this interview with Al Arabiya aired on 3rd December 2023,
Dr. Nasser Saidi discusses the topic of rising renewable
energy investments and the potential role for GCC nations in
the backdrop of COP28.

Watch the TV interview at this link as part of the related
news article:
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Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle
East & Africa Interview, 6
Nov 2023

Aathira Prasad joined Yousef Gamal El-Din on 6th of November,
2023 as part of the Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle East & Africa
edition. The discussion focused on Saudi Arabia’s PMI release,
Egypt’s inflation and the regional implications of the Israel-
Hamas conflict on markets, especially oil.

— Saudi PMI jumped in Oct: employment increased the most since
October 2014 => demand for labour => demand for housing will
rise while supply has remained relatively stable. Will
continue driving up prices of housing & in turn have an impact
on inflation.

— The underlying situation in Egypt has still not changed:
curbing of imports has led to supply shortages & dollar
shortages have led to a rise in dollar rate in the parallel
market. Accumulation of govt debt is a worry and the
geopolitical situation adds another layer of uncertainty.

There are some +ives: attractiveness to foreign investors
(oil. & gas, renewable projects, start ups / e-commerce),
tourism. But, this could be affected if the current turmoil in
the region spills over and/or continues for longer.

— Re markets: focused on what seems to a halt in the rate-
hiking cycle; for now, geopolitical risk premiums have eased &
there seems to be no significant impact on demand for oil or a
supply disruption.

Watch the interview below:
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2023-11-13/prasad-saudi-
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oil-cuts-to-remain-until-year-end-video

Radio 1interview with Oryx
Radio (in French) on the
Korea-Middle East Forum and
1ts importance, 6 Nov 2023

Dr. Nasser Saidi gave an interview to Oryx Radio (in French)
on the Korea-Middle East Forum and its importance given the
ongoing shift in economic relations towards Asia at a time of
dislocation and fragmentation.

Listen to the interview:
https://nassersaidi.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/07-11-23-1IN

VITE-NASSER-SAIDI-FORUM-COREE-ET-MO-HOUDA-ET-KARINE.PAD .mp3

Interview with Al Arabiya
(Arabic) on the US Fed,
fiscal deficits & debt, 2 Nov
2023

In this interview with Al Arabiya aired on 2nd November 2023,
Dr. Nasser Saidi discusses the topic of growing fiscal deficit
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https://nassersaidi.com/2023/11/10/radio-interview-with-oryx-radio-in-french-on-the-korea-middle-east-forum-and-its-importance-6-november-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/11/10/radio-interview-with-oryx-radio-in-french-on-the-korea-middle-east-forum-and-its-importance-6-november-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/11/10/radio-interview-with-oryx-radio-in-french-on-the-korea-middle-east-forum-and-its-importance-6-november-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/11/10/the-middle-east-in-a-fragmented-multi-polar-world-presentation-at-the-19th-korea-middle-east-cooperation-forum-6-nov-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/07-11-23-INVITE-NASSER-SAIDI-FORUM-COREE-ET-MO-HOUDA-ET-KARINE.PAD_.mp3
https://nassersaidi.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/07-11-23-INVITE-NASSER-SAIDI-FORUM-COREE-ET-MO-HOUDA-ET-KARINE.PAD_.mp3
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/11/03/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-the-us-fed-fiscal-deficits-debt-2-nov-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/11/03/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-the-us-fed-fiscal-deficits-debt-2-nov-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/11/03/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-the-us-fed-fiscal-deficits-debt-2-nov-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/11/03/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-the-us-fed-fiscal-deficits-debt-2-nov-2023/

financing and debt build up in the US, risks and reasons
underlying holding steady on rates & continuing to shrink its
outsize balance sheet.

Watch the TV interview at this link as part of the related
news article:
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Bloomberg Daybreak Middle
East Interview, 18 Oct 2023

Aathira Prasad joined Yousef Gamal ELl-Din on 18th of October,
2023 as part of the Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle East edition.
The initial discussion focused on the Israel-Gaza conflict and
its regional impact, followed by if that could lead to any
impact on growth in GCC nations like the UAE. The interview
also touched upon Egypt’s inflation levels and rumours of a


https://www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/videos/aswaq1230/2023/11/02/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%8A%D8%AF%D9%8A-%D9%84%D8%A7-%D8%A3%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%82%D8%B9-%D8%AE%D9%81%D8%B6-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D8%B5%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%88%D9%84-%D9%85%D9%86-2024
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/10/19/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-18-oct-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/10/19/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-18-oct-2023/

state asset sale soon before ending with the outlook for oil
prices (& OPEC+ decisions).

— The impact of the conflict will depend on how long-drawn-out
the conflict is likely to be, whether there are spillovers &
if other parties are drawn into the conflict. Growth will slow
down.

— Negative impacts likely on tourism & hospitality, FDI flows,
and commodity prices (especially if the conflict continues &
there are disruptions to transport and logistics).

— Investor confidence will be affected.

— Middle East accounts for more than 1/3-rd of the world’s
seaborne oil trade; IF conflict leads to disruption at any of
the major oil transit chokepoints, it could impact supplies in
an already tight market.

— As of end-2022, MENA was hosting about 2.4mn refugees +
about 12.6mn internally displaced persons (Source: UNHCR). Any
further addition to this would put severe strain on the
hosting nations’ budget & finances.

Watch the interview below (from 29:40 onwards):
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2023-10-18/bloomberg-day
break-middle-east-africa-10-18-2023-video

Interview with Al Arabiya
(Arabic) on avoiding a


https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2023-10-18/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-africa-10-18-2023-video
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2023-10-18/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-africa-10-18-2023-video
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/10/02/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-avoiding-a-temporary-us-shutdown-1-oct-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/10/02/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-avoiding-a-temporary-us-shutdown-1-oct-2023/

temporary US shutdown, 1 Oct
2023

In this interview with Al Arabiya aired on 1st October 2023,
Dr. Nasser Saidi discusses the topic of avoiding a “temporary”
shutdown in the US, political challenges and beyond.

Watch the TV interview at this link as part of the related
news article:
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https://nassersaidi.com/2023/10/02/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-avoiding-a-temporary-us-shutdown-1-oct-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/10/02/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-avoiding-a-temporary-us-shutdown-1-oct-2023/
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Interview on CNN’s Connect
The World with Becky Anderson
on Huawei, US-China tensions
& Middle East linkages, 25
Sep 2023

What Huawei’s latest fall line means for the tech giant?

Dr. Nasser Saidi was interviewed on CNN’s Connect the World
with Becky Anderson on the 25th of Sep 2023 where he shared
his views on Huawei’s latest technology, US-China tech (&
trade) war and China’'s increasing linkages with the Middle
East.

Part of the interview was published on the CNN website:
https://edition.cnn.com/videos/world/2023/09/25/exp-huawei-bec
Ky-anderson-nasser-saidi-live-09259asegl-cnni-world.cnn

Watch the full interview below:

https://nassersaidi.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Dr-Nasser-S



https://nassersaidi.com/2023/09/26/interview-on-cnns-connect-the-world-with-becky-anderson-on-huawei-us-china-tensions-the-middle-east-linkages-25-sep-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/09/26/interview-on-cnns-connect-the-world-with-becky-anderson-on-huawei-us-china-tensions-the-middle-east-linkages-25-sep-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/09/26/interview-on-cnns-connect-the-world-with-becky-anderson-on-huawei-us-china-tensions-the-middle-east-linkages-25-sep-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/09/26/interview-on-cnns-connect-the-world-with-becky-anderson-on-huawei-us-china-tensions-the-middle-east-linkages-25-sep-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/09/26/interview-on-cnns-connect-the-world-with-becky-anderson-on-huawei-us-china-tensions-the-middle-east-linkages-25-sep-2023/
https://edition.cnn.com/videos/world/2023/09/25/exp-huawei-becky-anderson-nasser-saidi-live-09259aseg1-cnni-world.cnn
https://edition.cnn.com/videos/world/2023/09/25/exp-huawei-becky-anderson-nasser-saidi-live-09259aseg1-cnni-world.cnn
https://nassersaidi.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Dr-Nasser-Saidi-Connect-the-World-With-Becky-Anderson-2023-09-25-v2.mp4

aidi-Connect-the-World-With-Becky-Anderson-2023-09-25-v2.mp4

Bloomberg Daybreak Middle
East Interview, 14 Sep 2023

Aathira Prasad joined Yousef Gamal El-Din on 14th of
September, 2023 as part of the Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle East
edition. Discussion ranged from the impact of the extension of
oil production cuts by Saudi & Russia to growth outlook for
Saudi Arabia; also discussed were the US-Bahrain security
agreement and thoughts about inflation in Egypt.

Watch the interview below:
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2023-09-14/nasser-saidi-
assoc-s-prasad-on-oil-eqypt-inflation-video

Bloomberg Daybreak Middle
East Interview, 10 Aug 2023

Aathira Prasad joined Yousef Gamal El-Din on the Bloomberg
Daybreak: Middle East show on the 10th of August 2023. Covered
during the interview were the topics of Saudi-Israel
normalisation efforts, its potential impact as well as oil
price movements in the Saudi fiscal backdrop.

Watch the interview below from 33:30 to 38:40 and also via the


https://nassersaidi.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Dr-Nasser-Saidi-Connect-the-World-With-Becky-Anderson-2023-09-25-v2.mp4
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/09/15/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-14-sep-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/09/15/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-14-sep-2023/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2023-09-14/nasser-saidi-assoc-s-prasad-on-oil-egypt-inflation-video
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2023-09-14/nasser-saidi-assoc-s-prasad-on-oil-egypt-inflation-video
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/08/11/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-10-aug-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/08/11/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-10-aug-2023/

original link:
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2023-08-10/bloomberg-day
break-middle-east-africa-08-10-2023

Interview with Al Arabiya
(Arabic) on US credit rating
downgrade by Fitch, 2 Aug
2023

In this interview with Al Arabiya aired on 2nd August 2023,
Dr. Nasser Saidi discusses the timing of Fitch’s move to
downgrade US govt credit rating to AA+, repurcus and his long-
term views for the US, the dollar and potential fiscal
challenges.

Watch the TV interview at this link as part of the related
news article:
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https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2023-08-10/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-africa-08-10-2023
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2023-08-10/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-africa-08-10-2023
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/08/04/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-us-credit-rating-downgrade-by-fitch-2-aug-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/08/04/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-us-credit-rating-downgrade-by-fitch-2-aug-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/08/04/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-us-credit-rating-downgrade-by-fitch-2-aug-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/08/04/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-us-credit-rating-downgrade-by-fitch-2-aug-2023/
https://www.alarabiya.net/amp/aswaq/videos/closing-bell/2023/08/02/خبير-للعربية-قرار-فيتش-بخفض-التصنيف-الائتماني-الأميركي-يعتبر-مقاجئ-

> Lao lS).Hi G jaasy

iogSal) oleVl o Yl el i waieid] Ay ciaas
oy oYl ]l go daple i luwl o, Ul sghs & .auS oVl
e Jud 0erod| wiw ol Jo go el ole gy eiiwell.

o] somiedl oL Yell waiimi goazy UMWl guol i 1,8 clsg
“AA+" 5o “AAA”. M| olgiwdl sxe ole Jladl Jemaidl  6ogisime
6,0 s widl 8,80l geuodd bVl axdl ologliss alidall
e ailgs olow e angSdl.

,094—” Uol_n_k.:l ,J_LL S i 'JSB u\-9 a"_._..|_._‘.)J| uIﬂé.o_JI . ""g'|3
Joo¥ | ole JLsYl ole s aAJlSe 1,8 51 looswy eley Yl
b b o e &y ghiall.

oJ]l %0.22 o Lalis 78.76 e liwll jig > ols Lis o pisilg
25.80 ,lsio, 500 Loy il 5,00 Liw Livsel| gzl ,ig .akas 35551.92
gozxod | Jlowl igo lbung .abhai 4550.93 oJ| .%0.56 ol . dlas
abi; 14132.73 J| .%1.06 of .akas 151.19.

ol "o ie woumudl U aSw pus, JB WYl Isa é,
T adlSy Lld cwdes ol Tam=dlY ge alh lie 9 L sauswl
60 s Jub oo Jwd so, Linl, LIl rspidl o ozlio aix
o Y el lagly gudy o b @S oYl aljsdl.

83232 ol o ol olt wuw ULzlio Llall bie,”: sousd] & U
diogSad) eVl wiiwidl paxd puse wuw D979 J] Jas 29
o Lin ezlidl go lamy pewVl §lowl cogi SJLdLg xS g0l
cl s obor ww 229 Y ai¥ ddde S JSin oloiw]| dow o Lis
|slio o5 ladl ol saicl o lois Y i) | jorasiy juins 1,8
cvid | jass "

Jevs Jlin olS juind b dgze go tolo w9 wrieidl aJlSy odlog
w9 Lo aweladl Lle gubsdl Llxe wle aaSexdl s lao 8 ke
Srleit oo dlas | go pedl e ugnadly adledl L5 Luadl s
2025 o Ly oi> guodl 2>,



{

tr35 oU Lo o] ritas sines” L aiios ol 97

ol wuis Y L6,maS olbieln ad ussh o Lladl ol sasdl JBg
Voadl o guoais Jeoodl ool L o leides 9 guois S usl
6381 loguod S oYl doogSadly oJlouall bl .S uoVl
iribsll Lgidlosy oloiw Lo Leily aols 35250 sz sl Jigai wle.”

go b gaiy V' | JUB cu> calilee Lk dgrs Yl el oS
Sladl Taa”.

od | ole lLadl LU Jlos gladl oiiwed! oo wxy Y ail @lol
ol Lobdl saedl ole alSio Jld ail oJ] | mito «smei)l saed| 9
ol oYl g B ol 9 wwlud] pluii V1 comy bwgioll.

Interview with BBC on the
departure of Lebanon’s
discredited central bank
governor, 31 Jul 2023

Dr. Nasser Saidi appeared on BBC World Business report on 31st
Aug 2023 to discuss the departure of the discredited central
bank governor, Riad Salameh, and the next steps for the Banque
du Liban and the nation.

Lebanon’s economic and political paralysis entered a new phase
at end-July with the departure of the discredited central bank
governor, Riad Salameh. For most of his thirty-year tenure he
was celebrated as a financial genius, but he is now widely
blamed for Lebanon’s almost complete economic collapse since
2019.

Listen to the interview (from 5:50 to 12:11) at


https://nassersaidi.com/2023/08/01/interview-with-bbc-on-the-departure-of-lebanons-discredited-central-bank-governor-31-jul-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/08/01/interview-with-bbc-on-the-departure-of-lebanons-discredited-central-bank-governor-31-jul-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/08/01/interview-with-bbc-on-the-departure-of-lebanons-discredited-central-bank-governor-31-jul-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/08/01/interview-with-bbc-on-the-departure-of-lebanons-discredited-central-bank-governor-31-jul-2023/

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/w3ct4zdj

Interview with CNBC on the
potential reform path for

Lebanon’s Banque du Liban, 31
Jul 2023

Dr. Nasser Saidi, Lebanon’s Former Minister for Economy,
speaks to CNBC’s Dan Murphy about the state of Lebanon’s
central bank & potential path for the Banque du Liban after
Riad Salameh’s 30-year term at the helm comes to an end (on
31st July 2023).

Dr. Saidi says: “Losses to the tune of $76bn at the BDL. There
has been zero accountability of the BDL for the biggest
financial crisis in history that has destroyed Lebanon‘s
economy. This needs to change!”

Interview with Al Arabiya
(Arabic) on prospects for the
US dollar, 18 Jul 2023

In this interview with Al Arabiya aired on 18th July 2023, Dr.
Nasser Saidi discusses the future prospects of the US dollar,
central banks’ appetitite for gold, potential for the renminbi
and the petroyuan in the context of UAE’'s agreement with India


https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/w3ct4zdj
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/08/01/interview-with-cnbc-on-the-potential-reform-path-for-lebanons-banque-du-liban-31-jul-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/08/01/interview-with-cnbc-on-the-potential-reform-path-for-lebanons-banque-du-liban-31-jul-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/08/01/interview-with-cnbc-on-the-potential-reform-path-for-lebanons-banque-du-liban-31-jul-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/08/01/interview-with-cnbc-on-the-potential-reform-path-for-lebanons-banque-du-liban-31-jul-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/07/19/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-prospects-for-the-us-dollar-18-jul-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/07/19/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-prospects-for-the-us-dollar-18-jul-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/07/19/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-prospects-for-the-us-dollar-18-jul-2023/

to settle trade in rupees instead of the dollar.

Watch the TV interview at this 1link as part of the related
news article:
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Bloomberg Daybreak Middle
East Interview, 12 Jul 2023

Aathira Prasad joined Yousef Gamal El-Din and Manus Cranny on
12th of July, 2023 as part of the Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle
East edition, speaking about Egypt’s asset sales (USD 1.9bn
worth, of which USD 1.65bn was in foreign currency) and
prospects for the nation in the backdrop of record-high
inflation. Also discussed were Turkey’'s inflation & growth
prospects while also touching upon whether the Saudi cuts are
going to affect the oil markets & also the country’s growth
prospects.

Watch the interview below, which can also be accessed from the
original link:
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2023-07-12/nasser-saidi-
egypt-nabs-1-9b-state-asset-sales-video

Interview with Al Arabiya
(Arabic) on the US debt
ceiling bill, 31 May 2023

In this interview with Al Arabiya aired on 31st May 2023, Dr.
Nasser Saidi discusses the US debt ceiling deal and next
steps. US Debt Ceiling Bill saga is all but finalised. Issue
becomes investor appetite to buy $750bn in TBs Treasury will
issue in next 4 months while US has regional banking turmoil &
drying liquidity, pursuing economic/tech war with China &
after the freezing of Russian foreign assets.


https://nassersaidi.com/2023/07/13/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-12-jul-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/07/13/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-12-jul-2023/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2023-07-12/nasser-saidi-egypt-nabs-1-9b-state-asset-sales-video
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2023-07-12/nasser-saidi-egypt-nabs-1-9b-state-asset-sales-video
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/06/01/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-the-us-debt-ceiling-bill-31-may-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/06/01/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-the-us-debt-ceiling-bill-31-may-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/06/01/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-the-us-debt-ceiling-bill-31-may-2023/

Watch the TV interview at this link as part of the related
news article:
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Bloomberg Daybreak Middle
East Interview, 31 May 2023

Aathira Prasad joined Manus Cranny on 31lst of May, 2023 as
part of the Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle East show, discussing
the upcoming June 4th OPEC+ meeting in the backdrop of mixed
messages from Saudi Arabia and Russia. Also discussed was the
prospects for Turkey given President Erdogan’s election
victory and how there has to be strong signals (such as pro-
market cabinet appointees) to attract foreign investors.

Watch the interview below, which can also be accessed from the
original link:
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2023-05-31/-bloomberg-da



https://nassersaidi.com/2023/06/01/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-31-may-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/06/01/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-31-may-2023/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2023-05-31/-bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-full-show-05-31-2023

vbreak-middle-east-full-show-05-31-2023 (watch from 37:25 to
44:10)

Interview with Al Arabiya
(Arabic) on the Fed’s 25bps
hike, 4 May 2023

In this interview with Al Arabiya aired on 4th May 2023, Dr.
Nasser Saidi discusses the Fed’s 25bps hike to fight high core
price inflation and with liquidity injections used to address
financial stability objectives. Market conditions require a
restructuring & consolidation of regional banks and repeal of
Trump-era Dodd-Frank roll back.

Watch the TV interview at this link as part of the related
news article:
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https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2023-05-31/-bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-full-show-05-31-2023
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/05/05/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-the-feds-25bps-hike-4-may-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/05/05/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-the-feds-25bps-hike-4-may-2023/
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Bloomberg Daybreak Middle
East Interview, 26 Apr 2023

Aathira Prasad joined Yousef Gamal El-Din on 26th of April,
2023 as part of the Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle East show,
discussing Lebanon’s inflation numbers, and contrasting it
with much lower GCC figures. Also discussed during the show
was the outlook for oil prices in the context of production
cuts and recovery in oil demand.

Watch the interview below, which can also be accessed from the
original link:
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2023-04-26/-bloomberg-da
ybreak-middle-east-full-show-04-26-2023 (listen from 29:30 to
35:30)



https://nassersaidi.com/2023/04/27/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-26-apr-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/04/27/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-26-apr-2023/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2023-04-26/-bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-full-show-04-26-2023
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2023-04-26/-bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-full-show-04-26-2023

Interview with Ashargq
Business (Bloomberg) on
should countries move away
from reliance on the dollar,
11 Apr 2023

Dr. Nasser Saidi joined Asharqg Business (Bloomberg) on 11th
April 2023, to speak about the reliance on the US dollar, the
rise of the renminbi and whether the GCC’s economic relations
with China could take a new turn (free trade agreement,
trading oil in the yuan)

Watch the interview (in Arabic) at this link.
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Interview with Al Arabiya


https://nassersaidi.com/2023/04/12/interview-with-asharq-business-bloomberg-on-should-countries-move-away-from-reliance-on-the-dollar-11-apr-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/04/12/interview-with-asharq-business-bloomberg-on-should-countries-move-away-from-reliance-on-the-dollar-11-apr-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/04/12/interview-with-asharq-business-bloomberg-on-should-countries-move-away-from-reliance-on-the-dollar-11-apr-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/04/12/interview-with-asharq-business-bloomberg-on-should-countries-move-away-from-reliance-on-the-dollar-11-apr-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/04/12/interview-with-asharq-business-bloomberg-on-should-countries-move-away-from-reliance-on-the-dollar-11-apr-2023/
https://now.asharq.com/program/15/الصباح-مع-ص-با/1623304/ناصر-السعيدي-تسعير-النفط-بالدولار-لا-يمنع-تداوله-باليوان?t=16.159174874
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/03/22/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-the-collapse-of-the-silicon-valley-bank-ubs-takeover-of-credit-suisse-21-mar-2023/

(Arabic) on the collapse of
the Silicon Valley Bank & the
UBS-Credit Suilisse rescue
deal, 21 Mar 2023

In this interview with Al Arabiya aired on 21st Mar 2023, Dr.
Nasser Saidi discusses the collapse of the Silicon Valley
Bank, the difference between the current banking crisis versus
the 2008 one, also highlighted the importance of reconsidering
accounting principles (with regard to unrecognised losses in
the banking sector).

Watch the interview at this link as part of the related news
article:
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https://nassersaidi.com/2023/03/22/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-the-collapse-of-the-silicon-valley-bank-ubs-takeover-of-credit-suisse-21-mar-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/03/22/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-the-collapse-of-the-silicon-valley-bank-ubs-takeover-of-credit-suisse-21-mar-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/03/22/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-the-collapse-of-the-silicon-valley-bank-ubs-takeover-of-credit-suisse-21-mar-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/03/22/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-the-collapse-of-the-silicon-valley-bank-ubs-takeover-of-credit-suisse-21-mar-2023/
https://www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/special-stories/2023/03/21/رئيس-الشال-للاستشارات-للعربية-186-بنكاً-أميركياً-مرشحاً-للتعثر
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“China and the Middle East”:
Dr. Nasser Saidi’s fireside
chat at the UBS Greater China
Conference, Jan 2023

Dr. Saidi participated as a keynote speaker in the UBS'’s
annual flagship event, the 23rd edition of which took place in
January 2023 in Hong Kong with a theme of ‘The Way Ahead’.

In this podcast, recorded in Jan 2023, UBS APAC head of
research Martin Yule asks Nasser Saidi, former chief economist
of the Dubai International Financial Centre and the first
governor of the Central Bank of Lebanon, to discuss the theme,
‘China and the Middle East: old friends in a new era’. The
talk focuses on trade, oil, growth of Middle East capital
markets, the potential free trade agreement as well as broader
aspects of China-Middle East cooperation.

Listen to the podcast:

https://nassersaidi.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/the bulleti
n_with ubs 441.mp3



https://nassersaidi.com/2023/03/21/china-and-the-middle-east-dr-nasser-saidis-fireside-chat-at-the-ubs-greater-china-conference-jan-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/03/21/china-and-the-middle-east-dr-nasser-saidis-fireside-chat-at-the-ubs-greater-china-conference-jan-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/03/21/china-and-the-middle-east-dr-nasser-saidis-fireside-chat-at-the-ubs-greater-china-conference-jan-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/03/21/china-and-the-middle-east-dr-nasser-saidis-fireside-chat-at-the-ubs-greater-china-conference-jan-2023/
https://monocle.com/radio/shows/the-bulletin-with-ubs/441/
https://nassersaidi.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/the_bulletin_with_ubs_441.mp3
https://nassersaidi.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/the_bulletin_with_ubs_441.mp3

Interview with BBC’s World
Business Report on Lebanon’s
banking sector, 15 Mar 2023

In an interview with BBC’s World Business Report, Dr. Nasser
Saidi offered his insights and assessment on what’s happening
in Lebanon as the Lebanese banks go on an indefinite strike.

Listen to the interview (Dr. Saidi joins from 12:41 onwards)

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/w3ct3ggb

Interview with Al Arabiya
(Arabic) on the collapse of
the Silicon Valley Bank, 13
Mar 2023

In this interview with Al Arabiya aired on 13th Mar 2023, Dr.
Nasser Saidi discusses the collapse of the Silicon Valley Bank
and what is next for the banking and financial sector.

Watch the interview at this link as part of the related news
article



https://nassersaidi.com/2023/03/16/interview-with-bbcs-world-business-report-on-lebanons-banking-sector-15-mar-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/03/16/interview-with-bbcs-world-business-report-on-lebanons-banking-sector-15-mar-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/03/16/interview-with-bbcs-world-business-report-on-lebanons-banking-sector-15-mar-2023/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/w3ct3ggb
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/03/14/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-the-collapse-of-the-silicon-valley-bank-13-mar-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/03/14/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-the-collapse-of-the-silicon-valley-bank-13-mar-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/03/14/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-the-collapse-of-the-silicon-valley-bank-13-mar-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/03/14/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-the-collapse-of-the-silicon-valley-bank-13-mar-2023/
https://www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/videos/market-pulse/2023/03/13/%D9%84%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B0%D8%A7-%D8%AA%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%87%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A8%D9%86%D9%83-%D8%B3%D9%8A%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%83%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A-%D8%9F
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Interview with Al Arabiya
(Arabic) on Fed & ECB policy


https://nassersaidi.com/2023/02/03/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-fed-ecb-policy-decisions-2-feb-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/02/03/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-fed-ecb-policy-decisions-2-feb-2023/

decisions, 2 Feb 2023

In this interview with Al Arabiya aired on 2nd Feb 2023, Dr.
Nasser Saidi discusses the Fed’s latest monetary policy
decision and way forward.

Watch the interview at this link as part of the related news
article
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https://nassersaidi.com/2023/02/03/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-fed-ecb-policy-decisions-2-feb-2023/
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Interview with Al Arabiya
(Arabic) on threats to the
global economy in 2023, 1 Jan
2023

In this interview with Al Arabiya aired on 1lst Jan 2023, Dr.
Nasser Saidi discusses potential threats to the global economy
in 2023. He touches upon slowing global growth/ recessions and
divergent growth rates in the back drop of inflation and role
of the central banks amid a strong dollar. Also touched upon
was growth prospects in China.

Watch the interview at this link as part of the related news
article
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https://nassersaidi.com/2023/01/01/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-threats-to-the-global-economy-in-2023-1-jan-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/01/01/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-threats-to-the-global-economy-in-2023-1-jan-2023/
https://nassersaidi.com/2023/01/01/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-threats-to-the-global-economy-in-2023-1-jan-2023/
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Bloomberg Daybreak Middle
East Interview, 28 Nov 2022

Aathira Prasad joined Yousef Gamal El-Din on 28th of
November, 2022 as part of the Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle East
edition, touching upon oil prices and views in the backdrop of
China’s Covid policy and the price cap on Russian oil. On the
economic outlook for the GCC, we remain optimistic, especially
given that recovery 1is being boosted by both oil and non-o0il
sectors and that the relatively better fiscal stance of the
GCC (with more savings and monies set aside for domestic and
regional investments).


https://nassersaidi.com/2022/11/29/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-28-nov-2022/
https://nassersaidi.com/2022/11/29/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-28-nov-2022/

Watch the interview below, which can also be accessed from the
original link:
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2022-11-28/-bloomberg-da
ybreak-middle-east-full-show-11-28-2022 (listen from 28:33 to
37:00)

Interview with Al Arabiya
(Arabic) on the Fed’s 75bps
hike & Powell’s comments, 3
Nov 2022

In this interview with Al Arabiya aired on 3rd Nov 2022, Dr.
Nasser Saidi discusses the Fed’'s 75 bps hike & Powell's
comments. Markets should expect that hiking cycle will last
abt 25 months & and stop when inflation peaks, an unknown.
Effects of monetary policy have lags of 12-25 months: be
prepared for more uncertainty ahead.

Watch the interview at the link below as part of the related
news article:

https://www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/videos/market-pulse/2022/11/03
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https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2022-11-28/-bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-full-show-11-28-2022
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Comments on the need to
invest 1in Digital Human
Capital in Independent


https://nassersaidi.com/2022/10/25/comments-on-the-need-to-invest-in-digital-human-capital-in-independent-arabia-24-oct-2022/
https://nassersaidi.com/2022/10/25/comments-on-the-need-to-invest-in-digital-human-capital-in-independent-arabia-24-oct-2022/
https://nassersaidi.com/2022/10/25/comments-on-the-need-to-invest-in-digital-human-capital-in-independent-arabia-24-oct-2022/

Arabia, 24 Oct 2022

Dr. Nasser Saidi commented on the need to invest in Digital
Human Capital in the Arab region: published in Independent
Arabia on 24th October 2022

The article (in Arabic) is available at this link (& Dr.
Saidi’s comments are copied below):
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Bloomberg Daybreak Middle
East Interview, 14 Oct 2022

Aathira Prasad joined Manus Cranny on 14th of October, 2022 as
part of the Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle East edition, speaking
about the latest red-hot US inflation readings and what it
means for the MENA region. Also discussed in detail are Dubai
inflation (especially housing), the 15-month high Saudi
inflation and also oil prices in the backdrop of the US-Saudi
comments.

Watch the interview below, which can also be accessed from the
original link:


https://nassersaidi.com/2022/10/15/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-14-oct-2022/
https://nassersaidi.com/2022/10/15/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-14-oct-2022/

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2022-10-14/prasad-inflat
ion-relatively-muted-in-gcc-economies

Interview with BBC World
Business report on Lebanon’s
banking crisis, 7 Oct 2022

As part of the BBC World Business report aired on 7th Oct
2022, Dr. Nasser Saidi was interviewed on the continuing
banking crisis in Lebanon where bank branches are to close
indefinitely.

Listen to the interview via the weblink
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/wl72vk3547rglyp

Interview on the UK's
monetary vs fiscal policy
efforts in Independent
Arabia, 4 Oct 2022

Dr. Nasser Saidi was interviewed by The Independent Arabia
about the contradiction in the Bank of England’s monetary
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https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2022-10-14/prasad-inflation-relatively-muted-in-gcc-economies
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https://nassersaidi.com/2022/10/08/interview-with-bbc-world-business-report-on-lebanons-banking-crisis-7-oct-2022/
https://nassersaidi.com/2022/10/08/interview-with-bbc-world-business-report-on-lebanons-banking-crisis-7-oct-2022/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/w172yk3547rglyp
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https://nassersaidi.com/2022/10/05/interview-on-the-uks-monetary-vs-fiscal-policy-efforts-in-independent-arabia-4-oct-2022/

policy stance and the government’s fiscal policy.

The article (in Arabic) is available at this link (& is copied
below) :
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https://www.independentarabia.com/node/377831/اقتصاد/أخبار-وتقارير-اقتصادية/هل-يمر-بنك-إنجلترا-بمرحلة-تخبط-وسط-اضطراب-الأسواق-والعملات
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Interview with Al Arabiya
(Arabic) on the UK mini
budget & GBP, 26 Sep 2022

In this interview with Al Arabiya aired on 26th Sep 2022, Dr.
Nasser Saidi discusses the tumbling British Pound, in the
backdrop of the mini-budget and highlights the need for the
government’'s fiscal policy to be aligned with central bank’s
monetary policy.

Watch the interview below
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— 000000 0000000 (@AlArabiya Bn) September 26, 2022

Interview with BBC World
Business report on IMF's

discussions 1in Lebanon, 21
Sep 2022

As part of the BBC World Business report aired on 21st Sep
2022, Dr. Nasser Saidi was interviewed about IMF officials’
crisis bailout talks in Lebanon and how Lebanese people
continue to be affected by the ongoing economic/ social/
political turmoil in Lebanon.

Listen to the interview (Dr. Saidi joins from 16:42 onwards)
via the weblink
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/wl72yk9pyjy6ycd

Interview with Al Arabiya
(Arabic) on 1interest rate
hikes — ECB, Fed, BoE, 9 Sep
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2022

In this interview with Al Arabiya aired on 9th Sep 2022, Dr.
Nasser Saidi discusses the 75bps hike at the latest ECB
meeting and upcoming Fed and Bank of England policy meetings,
inflation, exchange rates, energy prices and contradiction
between the stance of fiscal & monetary policies in UK.

Watch the interview below
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— 0000000 0000000 (@AlArabiya Bn) September 9, 2022

Bloomberg Daybreak Middle
East Interview, 9 Sep 2022

Aathira Prasad joined Manus Cranny on 9th of September, 2022
as part of the Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle East edition,
speaking about the latest inflation readings in both Egypt and
Turkey.

Watch the interview below, which can also be accessed from the
original link:
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2022-09-09/prasad-we-exp
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Bloomberg Daybreak Middle
East Interview, 22 Jul 2022

Aathira Prasad joined Yousef Gamal El-Din on 22nd of July,
2022 as part of the Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle East edition,
speaking about the 1latest Dubai inflation numbers,
expectations for oil price movements as well the latest
developments in Turkey (& impact on the lira.

Watch the interview from 32:40 to 41:00 in the video below,
which can also be accessed from the original 1link:
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2022-07-22/-bloomberg-da
ybreak-middle-east-full-show-07-22-2022

Interview with Al Arabiya
(Arabic) on US inflation, Fed
moves & impact on emerging
markets, 14 Jul 2022

In this interview with Al Arabiya aired on 14th July 2022, Dr.
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Nasser Saidi discusses the jump in US inflation to a new 40-
year high of 9.1%. Interest rates will remain high until next
year or 2024, so that the Fed can control inflation, while
unemployment will rise. Emerging markets will see spillover
effects from high interest rates and the rise of the dollar,
which increases the price of imported goods, and will also
face problems due to the rise in food prices.

Watch the interview here.
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Radio interview with Dubail
Eye’s Business Breakfast on
Biden’s visit to the Middle
East, 13 July 2022

Dr. Nasser Saidi spoke with Dubai Eye’s Business Breakfast
team on 13th July 2022 regarding US President Biden’s visit to
the Middle East, with a focus on meeting with the Saudi Crown
Price

Listen to the full radio interview at the link below (from
10:21 to 17:10):

https://omny.fm/shows/thebusinessbreakfastpodcast/less-passeng
ers-will-be-able-to-fly-out-of-heathro

https://nassersaidi.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Less-passen
gers-will-be-able-to-fly-out-of-Heathrow-this-summer. .mp3



https://nassersaidi.com/2022/07/14/radio-interview-with-dubai-eyes-business-breakfast-on-bidens-visit-to-the-middle-east-13-july-2022/
https://nassersaidi.com/2022/07/14/radio-interview-with-dubai-eyes-business-breakfast-on-bidens-visit-to-the-middle-east-13-july-2022/
https://nassersaidi.com/2022/07/14/radio-interview-with-dubai-eyes-business-breakfast-on-bidens-visit-to-the-middle-east-13-july-2022/
https://nassersaidi.com/2022/07/14/radio-interview-with-dubai-eyes-business-breakfast-on-bidens-visit-to-the-middle-east-13-july-2022/
https://omny.fm/shows/thebusinessbreakfastpodcast/less-passengers-will-be-able-to-fly-out-of-heathro
https://omny.fm/shows/thebusinessbreakfastpodcast/less-passengers-will-be-able-to-fly-out-of-heathro
https://nassersaidi.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Less-passengers-will-be-able-to-fly-out-of-Heathrow-this-summer..mp3
https://nassersaidi.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Less-passengers-will-be-able-to-fly-out-of-Heathrow-this-summer..mp3

Bloomberg Daybreak Middle
East Interview, 30 Jun 2022

Aathira Prasad joined Yousef Gamal ELl-Din and Manus Cranny on
30th of June, 2022 as part of the Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle
East edition, discussing the signs of inflation in the GCC
region.

Watch the interview below, which can also be accessed from the
original link:
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2022-06-30/prasad-signs-
of-inflation-easing-video

Interview with Al Arabiya
(Arabic) on US inflation &
upcoming Fed hike, 12 Jun
2022

In this interview with Al Arabiya aired on 12th June 2022, Dr.
Nasser Saidi discusses the jump in US inflation and predicts a
75bps hike from the Fed later in the week.

Watch the interview here.


https://nassersaidi.com/2022/07/02/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-30-jun-2022/
https://nassersaidi.com/2022/07/02/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-30-jun-2022/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2022-06-30/prasad-signs-of-inflation-easing-video
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2022-06-30/prasad-signs-of-inflation-easing-video
https://nassersaidi.com/2022/06/13/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-us-inflation-upcoming-fed-hike-12-jun-2022/
https://nassersaidi.com/2022/06/13/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-us-inflation-upcoming-fed-hike-12-jun-2022/
https://nassersaidi.com/2022/06/13/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-us-inflation-upcoming-fed-hike-12-jun-2022/
https://nassersaidi.com/2022/06/13/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-us-inflation-upcoming-fed-hike-12-jun-2022/
https://www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/special-stories/2022/06/12/السعيدي-هذه-أبرز-توقعات-تحركات-التضخم-ومستويات-أسعار-الفائدة-
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Bloomberg Daybreak Middle
East Interview, 3 Jun 2022

Aathira Prasad joined Yousef Gamal ELl-Din and Manus Cranny on
3rd of June, 2022 as part of the Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle
East edition, discussing the OPEC+ decision to increase o0il
production, views on Turkey (growth, surging inflation &
lira’s vulnerability) as well as touching upon the surge in
inflation & prospects for food importers

Watch the interview below, which can also be accessed from the
original link:
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2022-06-03/prasad-inflat
ion-causing-spillover-effects-video



https://nassersaidi.com/2022/06/06/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-3-jun-2022/
https://nassersaidi.com/2022/06/06/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-3-jun-2022/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2022-06-03/prasad-inflation-causing-spillover-effects-video
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2022-06-03/prasad-inflation-causing-spillover-effects-video

Panelist at the IMF’s MENA
Conference”Divergent
Recoveries in Turbulent Times
in the Middle East & North
Africa”, 24 May 2022

Dr. Nasser Saidi participated as a panelist at the IMF’'s event
related to the Regional Economic OQutlook report for the Middle
East and North Africa region held on 24th May, 2022. The panel
discussion was titled “Divergent Recoveries in Turbulent Times
in the Middle East & North Africa” and discussed in addition
the impact of US elections on the Middle East.

Dr. Nasser Saidi touched upon the potential risks of a global
recession / stagflation, its impact on MENA nations, drivers
of inflation, rising food prices and on Lebanon’s recovery
prospects (post elections).

Watch the video of the webinar below:

Radio interview with Dubai
Eye’s Business Breakfast on
Lebanon’s elections, 17 May
2022


https://nassersaidi.com/2022/05/25/panelist-at-the-imfs-mena-conferencedivergent-recoveries-in-turbulent-times-in-the-middle-east-north-africa-24-may-2022/
https://nassersaidi.com/2022/05/25/panelist-at-the-imfs-mena-conferencedivergent-recoveries-in-turbulent-times-in-the-middle-east-north-africa-24-may-2022/
https://nassersaidi.com/2022/05/25/panelist-at-the-imfs-mena-conferencedivergent-recoveries-in-turbulent-times-in-the-middle-east-north-africa-24-may-2022/
https://nassersaidi.com/2022/05/25/panelist-at-the-imfs-mena-conferencedivergent-recoveries-in-turbulent-times-in-the-middle-east-north-africa-24-may-2022/
https://nassersaidi.com/2022/05/25/panelist-at-the-imfs-mena-conferencedivergent-recoveries-in-turbulent-times-in-the-middle-east-north-africa-24-may-2022/
https://nassersaidi.com/2022/05/18/radio-interview-with-dubai-eyes-business-breakfast-on-lebanons-elections-17-may-2022/
https://nassersaidi.com/2022/05/18/radio-interview-with-dubai-eyes-business-breakfast-on-lebanons-elections-17-may-2022/
https://nassersaidi.com/2022/05/18/radio-interview-with-dubai-eyes-business-breakfast-on-lebanons-elections-17-may-2022/
https://nassersaidi.com/2022/05/18/radio-interview-with-dubai-eyes-business-breakfast-on-lebanons-elections-17-may-2022/

Lebanon has voted in the first parliamentary election since
the country’s economic collapse, with many saying they hoped
to deal a blow to ruling politicians they blame for the crisis
even if the odds of major change appear slim. Dr. Nasser Saidi
spoke with Dubai Eye’s Business Breakfast team on 17th May
2022.

Listen to the full radio interview at the link below (from
11:45 to 18:45):

https://omny.fm/shows/thebusinessbreakfastpodcast/the-uae-gear
s-up-for-a-new-era-of-growth-and-prosp

Interview with Sky News
Arabia on Lebanon, 16 May
2022

Dr. Nasser Saidi was interviewed on Lebanon’s elections, and
potential recovery subject to implementation of reforms

The Sky News Arabia TV interview can be viewed via this
Twitter link

Interview with Al Arabiya


https://omny.fm/shows/thebusinessbreakfastpodcast/the-uae-gears-up-for-a-new-era-of-growth-and-prosp
https://omny.fm/shows/thebusinessbreakfastpodcast/the-uae-gears-up-for-a-new-era-of-growth-and-prosp
https://nassersaidi.com/2022/05/17/interview-with-sky-news-arabia-on-lebanon-16-may-2022/
https://nassersaidi.com/2022/05/17/interview-with-sky-news-arabia-on-lebanon-16-may-2022/
https://nassersaidi.com/2022/05/17/interview-with-sky-news-arabia-on-lebanon-16-may-2022/
https://twitter.com/SNABusiness/status/1526189157684588549
https://nassersaidi.com/2022/05/05/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-us-feds-50bps-hike-risks-and-impact-on-mena-gcc-5-may-2022/

(Arabic) on US Fed’s 50bps
hike, risks and impact on
MENA/GCC, 5 May 2022

In this interview with Al Arabiya aired on 5th May 2022, Dr.
Nasser Saidi discusses the US Fed’'s 50bps hike, additional
risks to account for and the rate hike’s impact on MENA/GCC.

Watch the interview here.
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Bloomberg Daybreak Middle
East Interview, 21 Apr 2022

Aathira Prasad joined Yousef Gamal El-Din and Manus Cranny on
21st of April, 2022 as part of the Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle
East edition, discussing the growing risks of prolonged rise
in food prices globally and its impact on the MENA region as
well as the UAE’s plans to issue local currency bonds.

Watch the interview below, which can also be accessed from the
original link:
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2022-04-21/prassad-food-
prices-likely-to-rise-further-video

Interview with Al Arabiya


https://nassersaidi.com/2022/04/22/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-21-apr-2022/
https://nassersaidi.com/2022/04/22/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-21-apr-2022/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2022-04-21/prassad-food-prices-likely-to-rise-further-video
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2022-04-21/prassad-food-prices-likely-to-rise-further-video
https://nassersaidi.com/2022/04/13/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-us-inflation-fed-policy-12-apr-2022/

(Arabic) on US inflation &
Fed policy, 12 Apr 2022

In this interview with Al Arabiya aired on 12th April 2022,
Dr. Nasser Saidi discusses the latest inflation figures in the
US, Fed policy and whether it could lead to an economic
stagnation.

Watch the interview here.
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Panelist at the May Chidiac
Foundation — Media
Institute’s “The Pressing
Economic Situation in
Lebanon: Challenges &
Solutions”, 24 March 2022

Dr. Nasser Saidi participated in a panel discussion titled
“The Pressing Economic Situation in Lebanon: Challenges &
Solutions” organised by the May Chidiac Foundation - Media
Institute on 24th March 2022.

Salient points from Dr. Saidi (full writeup here)

At the beginning of the discussion, the floor was given to Dr.
Nasser Saidi, who started the panel, saying, “The truth is
that what is happening in Lebanon has historical dimensions,
and the GDP decline since 2018 by about 58 %, exceeds the
biggest crisis we have known previously, which was in Chile in
1926. So this is a huge drop. In the gross domestic product,
and multidimensional poverty now affects 80 percent of the
population and the unemployment rate is up to 50 %, and there
is a mass immigration, and thus this leads to a loss of our
human capital. The value of the Lebanese pound has fallen by
more than 85 %. The economy is in danger right now.


https://nassersaidi.com/2022/03/30/panelist-at-the-may-chidiac-foundation-media-institutes-the-pressing-economic-situation-in-lebanon-challenges-solutions-24-march-2022/
https://nassersaidi.com/2022/03/30/panelist-at-the-may-chidiac-foundation-media-institutes-the-pressing-economic-situation-in-lebanon-challenges-solutions-24-march-2022/
https://nassersaidi.com/2022/03/30/panelist-at-the-may-chidiac-foundation-media-institutes-the-pressing-economic-situation-in-lebanon-challenges-solutions-24-march-2022/
https://nassersaidi.com/2022/03/30/panelist-at-the-may-chidiac-foundation-media-institutes-the-pressing-economic-situation-in-lebanon-challenges-solutions-24-march-2022/
https://nassersaidi.com/2022/03/30/panelist-at-the-may-chidiac-foundation-media-institutes-the-pressing-economic-situation-in-lebanon-challenges-solutions-24-march-2022/
https://nassersaidi.com/2022/03/30/panelist-at-the-may-chidiac-foundation-media-institutes-the-pressing-economic-situation-in-lebanon-challenges-solutions-24-march-2022/
https://www.nna-leb.gov.lb/en/economy/532018/panel-discussion-entitled-pressing-economic-situat

And he added, “So the impact in terms of poverty, and the
impact in terms of population, is amazing, just so that people
understand a little bit about what we’re talking about.” A
college professor earns about $156 a month, a soldier $54 a
month and a judge about $187 a month.

So, you can imagine the impact of this on people’s daily
lives, but the most dangerous of that is the destruction of
wealth, inflation, the depreciation of the exchange rate, and
what people call as a eupherism, “Lolar”, and the
haircuts actually mean that financial wealth as well as other
forms of wealth in Lebanon decreased by about 85%. This is the
wealth of several generations whose money was introduced into
Lebanon. The terrible thing about this situation is that it’s
man-made, it’s not the result of a natural disaster, it’s man-
made and it’s a deliberate policy to actually avoid reform.

And he continued: We need a comprehensive approach because the
problem is financial, there was a large financial deficit,
which led to a large accumulation of debt, exceeding 175% of
GDP, there was a large current account deficit, i.e. overuse,
and this was allowed by stabilizing Exchange rate It is a
long-term policy of the Central Bank which has allowed us to
consume far more than we can afford.

This led to unsustainable deficits, current account deficits
and fiscal deficits and these problems exploded effectively at
the beginning of 2020 and the implosion was driven by the
closing of the banks in October and November 2019. This was
unprecedented and created a loss of confidence in the banking
system and thus led to a rush to banks, which in turn led to
the suspension of payments and the prohibition of deposits 1in
Lebanese pounds and later in dollars as well. The result is
indeed an economic and financial crisis, but it must be
emphasized that it is also a political crisis and a deep
governance crisis. Now, we are living in an educational and
health crisis and of course public services have been severely
affected as well as electricity and water. Most people do not



get two hours of electricity a day. There must be
accountability for what happened, and that accountability must
also extend to other events that occurred, such as the
explosion in the port of Beirut.

To this day, no one has been held accountable, either
politically or economically.

And he stressed that there is a need to think about solving
the economic, banking and financial crisis as a fundamental
solution. And the banking system is at the heart of that so,
from now on, what is needed is multidimensional solution. The
public debt must be restructured, because the government can
no longer amortize the debt. We have three interconnected
budgets resulting from the crisis. They are the balance sheet
of the government, the banks and the balance sheet of
the Banque du Liban, these three are interconnected, and you
cannot solve one without the other, so the central bank must
also be restructured, starting with a legal audit. This should
lead to a restructuring of the banking sector.

We will not be able to move forward in terms of rebuilding the
economy and restoring confidence if we do not tackle the core
of the problem, which is the banking sector.

When asked whether he believed that the banking sector would
survive in Lebanon, he answered: If he wants the private
sector to play its role, then it will need the banking and
financial sector to finance it, and it will also need external
financing. The plan first is to restructure the banking system
and we said we need banking decision authority which means we
will have to look at mergers and acquisitions and liquidations
of some banks, maybe 50% of the banks will disappear but the
main point is that we need to recapitalize. Bank shareholders
need to understand that they have lost their capital, so we
will need to bring in about 20 billion into the
recapitalization of the banking system by the shareholders and
the bankers themselves.



Secondly I think we need to restructure the central bank, my
radical suggestion 1is that we should change the
“Banque du Liban” to something like the Swiss National Bank.

A Swiss National Bank is a company incorporated by number of
shares under a monetary law, but is also owned by the public.
Owned by part of the government, but also by the public. And
it’s a registered facility, so what we’ll do next is turn it
into a joint stock company, the monetary policy will also
exist 1independently. But then depositors can become
shareholders in banks and in the central bank.

So, if we had a new central bank, which is very similar to
the NSB. I think we would start heading towards a solution.

Thirdly, a National Wealth Fund must be established, whereby
state-owned companies, government lands and institutions are
part of the National Wealth Fund which 1s managed
independently. It will enable us to improve governments,
remove politicians, and take over a lot of state-owned assets
from communications to water and electricity and the rest. It
must be managed efficiently and independently as it should, as
in Temasek in Singapore which bought an average of fifteen per
cent for the government.

So, if we put all of that together and start running it
efficiently, we can start to reap some revenue in the future.
Then the depositors will also become part of the national
wealth.

So, instead of experiencing the huge losses that we have now,
the depositors will become shareholders in banks, shareholders
in the central bank, and shareholders in National Wealth Fund.
And if we have a properly structured and governed wealth fund,
we can attract a lot of private capital and then we can hope,
if we restructure our banking sector by starting to finance
the private sector.

I think these are three building blocks that if we really want



to solve Lebanon’s problems, we have to think about them.

Watch the full discussion:

Bloomberg Daybreak Middle
East Interview, 18 Mar 2022

Aathira Prasad joined Manus Cranny on 18th of March, 2022 as
part of the Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle East edition,
discussing the the soaring food prices in Egypt, higher oil
prices and the country getting support from the IMF while also
touching upon the inflationary situation in Turkey.

Watch the interview below, which can also be accessed from the
original link:
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2022-03-18/egypt-in-talk
s-with-imf-on-possible-funding-sources-video

Radio interview with Dubai
Eye’'s Business Breakfast on
DEWA’s upcoming IPO, 16 Mar


https://nassersaidi.com/2022/03/19/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-18-mar-2022/
https://nassersaidi.com/2022/03/19/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-18-mar-2022/
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https://nassersaidi.com/2022/03/17/radio-interview-with-dubai-eyes-business-breakfast-on-dewas-upcoming-ipo-16-mar-2022/
https://nassersaidi.com/2022/03/17/radio-interview-with-dubai-eyes-business-breakfast-on-dewas-upcoming-ipo-16-mar-2022/

2022

Aathira Prasad spoke with Dubai Eye’s Business Breakfast team
on 16th March 2022, sharing her thoughts on the upcoming DEWA
IPO, its impact on the Dubai economy and what it would mean
for investors.

Listen to the full radio interview here (from 15:00 to 21:30):

https://nassersaidi.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/DEWA-to-1is
t-6.5-o0f-shares-on-Dubai-Financial-Market.mp3

Impacts from the ongoing
Russia-Ukraine turmoil:
AnNahar Interview (Arabic), 9
Mar 2022
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Watch the interview below

Interview with Al Arabiya
(Arabic) on US inflation &


https://www.annahar.com/arabic/news/listing?tag=%d8%b1%d9%88%d8%b3%d9%8a%d8%a7
https://www.annahar.com/arabic/news/listing?tag=%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%aa%d8%b6%d8%ae%d9%85
https://nassersaidi.com/2022/03/02/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-us-inflation-fed-amid-war-in-ukraine-1-mar-2022/
https://nassersaidi.com/2022/03/02/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-us-inflation-fed-amid-war-in-ukraine-1-mar-2022/

Fed amid war in Ukraine, 1
Mar 2022

In this interview with Al Arabiya aired on 1lst Mar 2022, Dr.
Nasser Saidi discusses rising inflationary pressures amid the
war in Ukraine, how it could affect the Fed’s rate decision
and whether it could lead to an economic stagnation.

Watch the interview here.
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Interview with Al Arabiya
(Arabic) on US Fed decisions
& beyond, 27 Jan 2022

In this interview with Al Arabiya aired on 27th Jan 2022, Dr.
Nasser Saidi discusses the Fed’s rate decision and what this
means for growth in light of the rising inflation. How this
transition would affect emerging markets is also important.

Watch the interview here.

Interview with Asharg


https://nassersaidi.com/2022/01/29/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-us-fed-decisions-beyond-27-jan-2022/
https://nassersaidi.com/2022/01/29/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-us-fed-decisions-beyond-27-jan-2022/
https://nassersaidi.com/2022/01/29/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-us-fed-decisions-beyond-27-jan-2022/
https://www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/financial-markets/2022/01/27/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AD%D8%AA%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B7%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%83%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D8%B6%D8%B9-%D8%AD%D8%AF%D9%91%D8%A7%D9%8B-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%BA%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B6-%D9%88%D9%8A%D8%AA%D9%91%D8%AC%D9%87-%D9%84%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%B9-%D8%A3%D8%B3%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%AF%D8%A9
https://nassersaidi.com/2022/01/26/interview-with-asharq-business-bloomberg-on-economic-growth-prospects-in-mena-gcc-region-25-jan-2022/

Business (Bloomberg) on
economic growth prospects in
MENA/ GCC region, 25 Jan 2022

Dr. Nasser Saidi joined Asharqg Business (Bloomberg) on 25th
January 2022, following the release of the Jan 2022 update of
the IMF’s World Economic Outlook, to touch upon the growth
prospects in the GCC and wider Middle East and North Africa
region.

Watch the interview (in Arabic) at this link.
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Bloomberg Daybreak Middle
East Interview, 20 Jan 2022

Aathira Prasad joined Yousef Gamal El-Din and Manus Cranny on
20th of January, 2022 as part of the Bloomberg Daybreak:


https://nassersaidi.com/2022/01/26/interview-with-asharq-business-bloomberg-on-economic-growth-prospects-in-mena-gcc-region-25-jan-2022/
https://nassersaidi.com/2022/01/26/interview-with-asharq-business-bloomberg-on-economic-growth-prospects-in-mena-gcc-region-25-jan-2022/
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https://now.asharq.com/program/19/%D8%AC%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A1/1283034/%D8%AF-%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B5%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%8A%D8%AF%D9%8A-%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%82%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%82-%D9%85%D8%A8%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B4%D8%AF%D8%AF-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D9%82%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%84%D9%84%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%83%D9%8A?t=3.7669565217391305
https://nassersaidi.com/2022/01/21/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-20-jan-2022/
https://nassersaidi.com/2022/01/21/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-20-jan-2022/

Middle East edition, discussing the advantages for Turkey on
the news that the country signed a $4.9 billion currency swap
agreement with the UAE, in addition to views on Qatar (ahead
of the World Cup this year) and the energy market (with a
focus on oil).

Watch the interview below, which can also be accessed from the
original link:
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2022-01-20/turkish-reser
ves-get-5b-boost-from-uae-swap-pact-video

Interview with CNBC Arabia on
Lebanon’s recent banking,
exchange rate developments &
negotiations with IMF, 17 Jan
2022

Dr. Nasser Saidi was interviewed on the recent banking and
exchange rate developments in Lebanon as well as the
negotiations with IMF. The CNBC Arabia TV interview, aired on
17th of January 2022, was titled “..cljl >ls ol ¥l olid 9
oMt sxic giis Yo LYoudl wlams Tous! ” can be viewed directly
here.
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Interview with Al Arabiya
(Arabic) on risks facing
financial markets in 2022, 21
Dec 2021

In this interview with Al Arabiya, Dr. Nasser Saidi discusses
risks facing financial markets in 2022: continuing COVID19
effects, geopolitical, monetary tightening, higher interest
rates, inflation uncertainty & volatility & their impact on
corporate earnings

Watch the interview and read the article (in Arabic) that was
published on 21st December 2021, and is posted below.

9lowYl dgze doxiw Jolo=dl oin


https://nassersaidi.com/2021/12/22/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-risks-facing-financial-markets-in-2022-21-dec-2021/
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/12/22/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-risks-facing-financial-markets-in-2022-21-dec-2021/
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/12/22/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-risks-facing-financial-markets-in-2022-21-dec-2021/
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/12/22/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-risks-facing-financial-markets-in-2022-21-dec-2021/
https://www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/special-stories/2021/12/21/%D9%87%D8%B0%D9%87-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%84-%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%AF%D8%AF-%D9%88%D8%AC%D9%87%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%82-%D9%81%D9%8A-2022

2022 5 baillg dsalle]l

ol oLy gamudl ol aSi pus, ormd] ol LoaSal JB
Losl o daols 0g,Suogl Lomion 2022 ple JMs 5 Liiw §lowVl
oidly vagaiidl olwbadl 8 assidl Sble oJ| aslol sl
03 Saesl Lsio 0o aiSs eal st

osals 5 23 &S sell Jeindl oxe cagelad| Lew 2001 SN wlol,
289 doro pL,T g aclw JS Yoo vsrlo 800 @mo Jioy Lo «,Ygo
Jolosdl onl ysSumw aJorw wo pxfs paille §lowYl glas | oJ| ool
2022 JY> glewdl a5, 9 5siw adl”.

Joindly olooSadl ole soizs s o GlowYl ol sowsdl 00
d>lo soss o Jln gsSaw e axuiie radouw fwed a S el
Sblodl o dfgomas GlewYl LU oIl aslo] Ladladl §lowl
Lws, ot sl a2z 9o 0lsn Us guall g widl dls Jie awlLiwsan] |
o>l dgz e LulSsls.

I pxaid] Joos azy ay S el el olwlow i Glol ol
proil]l Jos Lol as Glowdl &S, laz doly apwlid ol giume
awlowd | odiw oJloouadly 1982 3o soime olel aic %7 J|
awlowd | o3p gaiiw Liadle a5 0]l Jdoindl S Lo ayxaildl”.

clol wle ole s o] gumdl JB exaidl glas,l Jsos
Glowdl o liw JULILs ols all.

e o]l JB 12022 L8 anS oYl @lewYl eIl ol ol
pasg iy Luadl aJb o poladl pledd GlowYl olodor 9 ,uaS @9
lowd 02022 ¥ %9 apwin leelas ] wSlew gloodes gdoi cu> ouia]l
gt o oledsi ot lowd %5 awiy g i Liw gle g0 gdss
3 dawis boud &g %”.

JLuui ol JLs ammbwgxdl Jblxadl e 6] u=wdl osleg
iawliwgr> blro azlgiw aalizell Leeloil ode pguwYle ol aiwll
aom Jsl s Lo 1oSsls Lusy o olssidl o aels Lo,uS
oJl e Ll @l s 8 Loy osiime b o idlg o L os,10)Y
bga> Jbb W9 somime guig 6,00l e Lwg, saiws o9 sag>lgell
ig>lg0”.



Ve 100 oI Jei o Leil voousmd! JUB baidl [ lewY ai ledgi Jo>o
Lodley guodl 8 olad¥l gaidl LT plass| caws 2022 L
| Ves 70 ol 65 590> 9 osSimw Lol oJd]  |mie eoladl oledl

Bloomberg Daybreak Middle
East Interview, 19 Dec 2021

Aathira Prasad joined Yousef Gamal El-Din on 19th of December,
2021 as part of the Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle East edition,
sharing her views on UAE’'s extension of central bank support,
risks to the oil market from the Omicron variant and the
consequences of the Lira’s demise on Turkey’s economy.

Watch the interview below, which can also be accessed from the
original link:
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2021-12-19/1lira-hits-new
-low-despite-end-of-cycle-video

Bloomberg Daybreak Middle
East Interview, 12 Dec 2021

Dr. Nasser Saidi joined Manus Cranny on 12th of December, 2021
as part of the Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle East edition,
sharing his views on the British Pound & Bank of England as
well as the divergence in monetary policy between China and
the major central banks (including the Fed).


https://nassersaidi.com/2021/12/20/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-19-dec-2021/
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/12/20/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-19-dec-2021/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2021-12-19/lira-hits-new-low-despite-end-of-cycle-video
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2021-12-19/lira-hits-new-low-despite-end-of-cycle-video
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/12/14/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-12-dec-2021/
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/12/14/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-12-dec-2021/

Watch the interview below from 1:02:00 to 1:06:17, and can
also be accessed from the original link:
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2021-12-12/-bloomberg-da
ybreak-middle-east-full-show-12-12-2021

Bloomberg Daybreak Middle
East Interview, 6 Dec 2021

Aathira Prasad joined Manus Cranny on 6th of December, 2021 as
part of the Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle East edition,
discussing the UAE’s resilient recovery, recent strong PMI
readings in the GCC and thoughts on the oil market given the
spread of the Omicron variant.

Watch the interview below; this can also be accessed at:
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2021-12-06/prasad-on-dub
al-s-emergence-from-virus-challenges-video

Interview with Al Arabiya
(Arabic) on inflation,
monetary policy & latest US
macroeconomic data, 25 Nov


https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2021-12-12/-bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-full-show-12-12-2021
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2021-12-12/-bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-full-show-12-12-2021
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/12/07/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-6-dec-2021/
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/12/07/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-6-dec-2021/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2021-12-06/prasad-on-dubai-s-emergence-from-virus-challenges-video
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2021-12-06/prasad-on-dubai-s-emergence-from-virus-challenges-video
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/11/26/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-inflation-monetary-policy-latest-us-macroeconomic-data-25-nov-2021/
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/11/26/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-inflation-monetary-policy-latest-us-macroeconomic-data-25-nov-2021/
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/11/26/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-inflation-monetary-policy-latest-us-macroeconomic-data-25-nov-2021/
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/11/26/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-inflation-monetary-policy-latest-us-macroeconomic-data-25-nov-2021/

2021

In this interview with Al Arabiya, Dr. Nasser Saidi discusses
global inflation, Fed and central bank policies as well as
quantitative easing (QE) and interest rates.

Watch the interview and read the article (in Arabic) that was
published on 25th November 2021, and is posted below.
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Bloomberg Daybreak Middle
East Interview, 16 Nov 2021

Aathira Prasad joined Manus Cranny on 16th of Nov, 2021 as
part of the Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle East edition,
discussing the outlook for the oil market as well as Dubai’s


https://nassersaidi.com/2021/11/26/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-inflation-monetary-policy-latest-us-macroeconomic-data-25-nov-2021/
https://www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/videos/market-pulse/2021/11/25/%D9%87%D9%84-%D8%A3%D8%AE%D8%B7%D8%A3%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D9%86%D9%88%D9%83-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%AB%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%82%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%A7-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B6%D8%AE%D9%85-%D8%A8%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%83%D8%A7%D8%9F
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/11/17/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-16-nov-2021/
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/11/17/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-16-nov-2021/

potential IPO pipeline and related market exuberance.

Watch the interview below from 01:21:00 to 01:27:00; this can
also be accessed at:
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2021-11-16/-bloomberg-da
ybreak-middle-east-full-show-11-16-2021-video

Bloomberg Daybreak Middle
East Interview, 14 Nov 2021

Dr. Nasser Saidi joined Yousef Gamal El-Din on 14th of
October, 2021 as part of the Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle East
edition, sharing his views on both the COP26 Glasgow Climate
Pact and whether the ongoing inflationary spike is transitory
or not.

Watch the interview below from 04:30 to 18:38, and can also be
accessed from the original link:
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2021-11-14/-bloomberg-da
ybreak-middle-east-full-show-11-14-2021

Interview with Dubai Eye on
Lebanon's power crisis, 11


https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2021-11-16/-bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-full-show-11-16-2021-video
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2021-11-16/-bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-full-show-11-16-2021-video
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/11/15/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-14-nov-2021/
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/11/15/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-14-nov-2021/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2021-11-14/-bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-full-show-11-14-2021
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2021-11-14/-bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-full-show-11-14-2021
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/10/12/interview-with-dubai-eye-on-lebanons-power-crisis-11-oct-2021/
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/10/12/interview-with-dubai-eye-on-lebanons-power-crisis-11-oct-2021/

Oct 2021

Dr. Nasser Saidi appeared on the Business Breakfast show on
Dubai Eye to discuss the power crisis in Lebanon after power
was restored after a 24-hour shutdown (a result of fuel
shortages).

Click below to listen to the interview or watch the video via
the twitter link

Former economy minister of Lebanon @Nasser Saidi talks about
the power crisis in his country. #DubaiEyonOne #DubaiOneTv
@DubaiEyelO38FM @HeyBrandyScott @richardradiodxb
pic.twitter.com/b0IiV2KDKe

— Dubai One (@DubaiOneTV) October 11, 2021

Dr. Nasser Saidi’s interview
with CNN on Lebanon’s
economic turmoil, 15 Sep 2021

Dr. Nasser Saidi’s interview with CNN’s on Lebanon’s ongoing
economic crisis (in Arabic) was published on the 15th of Sep
2021. The article is posted below:
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https://nassersaidi.com/2021/10/12/interview-with-dubai-eye-on-lebanons-power-crisis-11-oct-2021/
https://twitter.com/Nasser_Saidi?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/DubaiEyonOne?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/DubaiOneTv?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/DubaiEye1038FM?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/HeyBrandyScott?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/richardradiodxb?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/bOIiV2KDKe
https://twitter.com/DubaiOneTV/status/1447517716261347333?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/10/08/dr-nasser-saidis-interview-with-cnn-on-lebanons-economic-turmoil-15-sep-2021/
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/10/08/dr-nasser-saidis-interview-with-cnn-on-lebanons-economic-turmoil-15-sep-2021/
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/10/08/dr-nasser-saidis-interview-with-cnn-on-lebanons-economic-turmoil-15-sep-2021/
https://arabic.cnn.com/business/article/2021/09/15/lebanon-economy-imf
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Bloomberg Daybreak Middle
East Interview, 7 Oct 2021

Aathira Prasad joined Yousef Gamal ELl-Din on 7th of Oct, 2021
as part of the Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle East edition,
discussing the UAE’s debut federal bond issuance and potential
to create a local currency debt market for stable access to
capital, volatility in the oil market, UAE’s non-o0il sector
outlook & an overview on MENA'’s growth prospects.

Watch the interview below from 31:08 to 39:42; this can also
be accessed at:
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2021-10-07/-bloomberg-da
ybreak-middle-east-full-show-10-07-2021

Interview with BBC Arabia on
Dubai Expo, Oct 2021

In an interview with BBC Arabia, aired early Oct 2021, Dr.
Nasser Saidi offered his insights on the Dubai Expo. Dr. Saidi
touched upon sectors that would likely benefit from the Expo,


https://nassersaidi.com/2021/10/08/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-7-oct-2021/
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/10/08/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-7-oct-2021/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2021-10-07/-bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-full-show-10-07-2021
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2021-10-07/-bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-full-show-10-07-2021
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/10/06/interview-with-bbc-arabia-on-dubai-expo-oct-2021/
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/10/06/interview-with-bbc-arabia-on-dubai-expo-oct-2021/

as well as investments and benefits for Dubai.

Watch the interview:

Interview with Al Arabiya
(Arabic) on UAE’s new
projects & Expo2020 Dubai, 5
Sep 2021

In this interview with Al Arabiya, Dr. Nasser Saidi discusses
the UAE’'s rollout of 50 initiatives to boost economic
diversification and propel UAE into its next phase of growth
as well as the upcoming Expo2020 Dubai (and beyond).

Watch the interview and read the article (in Arabic) that was
published on 5th September 2021, and is posted below.
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Bloomberg Daybreak Middle
East Interview, 5 Sep 2021

Dr. Nasser Saidi joined Manus Cranny on 5th of September, 2021
as part of the Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle East edition,
discussing the latest jobs data in the US where figures showed
hiring slowed sharply amid Delta variant concerns .

Watch the interview below; this can also be accessed at:
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2021-09-05/saidi-underwe



https://ara.tv/ru4qk
https://ara.tv/ru4qk
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/09/06/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-5-sep-2021/
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/09/06/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-5-sep-2021/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2021-09-05/saidi-underweight-u-s-stocks-video

ight-u-s-stocks-video

Interview with BBC, an
assessment a year after the
Beirut blast, 4 Aug 2021

In an interview with BBC’s Fergus Nicoll, Dr. Nasser Saidi
offered his insights and assessment a year after the Beirut
blast on the current economic/ social/ political situation in
Lebanon. This was aired as part of the BBC World Business
report on 4th Aug 2021.

Listen to the interview (Dr. Saidi joins from 03:32 onwards)

https://nassersaidi.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/WorldBusine
ssReport-20210804-BeirutBlastOneYearOn-clip.mp3

Bloomberg Daybreak Middle
East Interview, 4 Aug 2021

Aathira Prasad joined Manus Cranny and Yousef Gamal El-Din on
4th of August, 2021 as part of the Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle
East edition, discussing escalating tensions in the Gulf
region as Iran’s President Ebrahim Raisi is sworn in. She also
shared her views on Egypt’s rising food prices and the UAE’s


https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2021-09-05/saidi-underweight-u-s-stocks-video
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/08/05/interview-with-bbc-an-assessment-a-year-after-the-beirut-blast-4-aug-2021/
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/08/05/interview-with-bbc-an-assessment-a-year-after-the-beirut-blast-4-aug-2021/
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/08/05/interview-with-bbc-an-assessment-a-year-after-the-beirut-blast-4-aug-2021/
https://nassersaidi.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/WorldBusinessReport-20210804-BeirutBlastOneYearOn-clip.mp3
https://nassersaidi.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/WorldBusinessReport-20210804-BeirutBlastOneYearOn-clip.mp3
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/08/05/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-4-aug-2021/
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/08/05/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-4-aug-2021/

easing of restrictions for fully-vaccinated travellers from
South Asia and Africa.

Watch the interview below; this can also be accessed at:
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2021-08-04/iran-s-new-pr
esident-sworn-in-as-new-crisis-grips-qulf-video

Bloomberg Daybreak Middle
East Interview, 25 July 2021

Dr. Nasser Saidi joined Yousef Gamal El-Din on the 25th of
July, 2021 as part of the Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle East
edition, discussing the impact the Delta variant is having on
global markets and inflation concerns. Dr. Saidi also spoke
about Lebanon and the potential way forward (in terms of
sanctions, failed state etc) as part of the interview

Watch the interview segment below and can also be accessed at
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2021-07-25/fed-to-grappl
e-with-delta-risks-video

Interview with CNN on
Lebanon’s economic turmoil,


https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2021-08-04/iran-s-new-president-sworn-in-as-new-crisis-grips-gulf-video
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2021-08-04/iran-s-new-president-sworn-in-as-new-crisis-grips-gulf-video
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/07/25/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-25-july-2021/
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/07/25/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-25-july-2021/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2021-07-25/fed-to-grapple-with-delta-risks-video
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2021-07-25/fed-to-grapple-with-delta-risks-video
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/07/20/interview-with-cnn-on-lebanons-economic-turmoil-19-jul-2021/
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/07/20/interview-with-cnn-on-lebanons-economic-turmoil-19-jul-2021/

19 Jul 2021

Dr. Nasser Saidi’s interview with CNN’s Eleni Giokos on the
program First Move focused on the real decline in income in
Lebanon and the ongoing economic crisis. It was aired on the
19th of July 2021.

"A 40% real decline in income. Forget the Great Depression.
This is multiple times that."

Former Lebanese Economy Minister @Nasser Saidi discusses
#Lebanon’s economic freefall & political gridlock with
@EleniGiokos. pic.twitter.com/bnFtFe8h7w

— First Move CNN (@firstmove) July 19, 2021

Bloomberg Daybreak Middle
East Interview, 11 Jul 2021

Aathira Prasad joined Manus Cranny and Yousef Gamal ELl-Din on
11th of July, 2021 as part of the Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle
East edition, discussing Saudi Arabia’s cap on gasoline
prices, the country’s long-term plans of fiscal consolidation,
GCC inflationary pressures and also the ongoing OPEC+ deadlock
and impact on oil prices.

Watch the interview below; this can also be accessed at:
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2021-07-11/imf-urges-ksa
-to-boost-welfare-and-tackle-wage-bill-video



https://nassersaidi.com/2021/07/20/interview-with-cnn-on-lebanons-economic-turmoil-19-jul-2021/
https://twitter.com/Nasser_Saidi?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Lebanon?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/EleniGiokos?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/bnFtFe8h7w
https://twitter.com/firstmove/status/1417156687413252102?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/07/12/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-11-jul-2021/
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/07/12/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-11-jul-2021/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2021-07-11/imf-urges-ksa-to-boost-welfare-and-tackle-wage-bill-video
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2021-07-11/imf-urges-ksa-to-boost-welfare-and-tackle-wage-bill-video

Interview with Al Arabiya
(Arabic) on Oman’s economy, 8
Jul 2021

In this interview with Al Arabiya, Dr. Nasser Saidi discusses
the macroeconomic outlook for Oman, in the backdrop of the
latest IMF Article IV consultation and news that Oman had
requested for technical assistance from the IMF .

Watch the interview and read the article (in Arabic) that was
published on 8th July 2021, and is posted below.
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Radio interview with Dubail
Eye’'s Business Breakfast on
Lebanon economic crisis and
currency plunge, 8 Jul 2021

Dr. Nasser Saidi spoke with Dubai Eye’s Business Breakfast


https://nassersaidi.com/2021/07/09/radio-interview-with-dubai-eyes-business-breakfast-on-lebanon-economic-crisis-and-currency-plunge-8-jul-2021/
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/07/09/radio-interview-with-dubai-eyes-business-breakfast-on-lebanon-economic-crisis-and-currency-plunge-8-jul-2021/
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/07/09/radio-interview-with-dubai-eyes-business-breakfast-on-lebanon-economic-crisis-and-currency-plunge-8-jul-2021/
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/07/09/radio-interview-with-dubai-eyes-business-breakfast-on-lebanon-economic-crisis-and-currency-plunge-8-jul-2021/

team on 8th July 2021, sharing his thoughts on the economic,
social and political turmoil in Lebanon, plunging currency
rates, low purchasing power and poverty.

Listen to the full radio interview here:

https://nassersaidi.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/20210708-07
20-EYE-BB-Dr.-Nasser-Saidi-NASSER-SAIDI-ASSOCIATES.mp3

Interview with Al Arabiya TV
(Arabic) on the impact of VAT
rollout in Oman, 19 Apr 2021

Dr. Nasser Saidi spoke to Al Arabiya’'s Lara Habib on 19th Apr
2021 about Oman’s VAT rollout and its impact on the economy.
Oman is starting long overdue fiscal adjustment and reform
aiming to diversify sources of government & diminish the high
dependence on oil & gas revenue, with the introduction of VAT
with a 5% rate (but many exemptions). If effectively &
efficiently implemented, the VAT should generate about $1
billion (OMR 400mn) in revenue, about 1.5% of GDP and helping
to raise Non-0il Revenue from 11.4% in 2020 to about 17.2% of
Non-0il GDP in 2021. The onset of fiscal reform will lead to
an improvement of Oman’s sovereign credit rating, lower the
cost of credit and help attract more FDI and portfolio
investment as a result of the ensuing reduction 1in
macroeconomic risks.

Watch the full interview (in Arabic) here.


https://nassersaidi.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/20210708-0720-EYE-BB-Dr.-Nasser-Saidi-NASSER-SAIDI-ASSOCIATES.mp3
https://nassersaidi.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/20210708-0720-EYE-BB-Dr.-Nasser-Saidi-NASSER-SAIDI-ASSOCIATES.mp3
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/04/21/interview-with-al-arabiya-tv-arabic-on-the-impact-of-vat-rollout-in-oman-19-apr-2021/
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/04/21/interview-with-al-arabiya-tv-arabic-on-the-impact-of-vat-rollout-in-oman-19-apr-2021/
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/04/21/interview-with-al-arabiya-tv-arabic-on-the-impact-of-vat-rollout-in-oman-19-apr-2021/
https://www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/videos/market-pulse/2021/04/19/كم-ستضيف-ضريبة-القيمة-المضافة-لايرادات-عمان؟

Bloomberg Daybreak Middle
East Interview, 18 Apr 2021

Dr. Nasser Saidi joined Manus Cranny on the 18th of April,
2021 as part of the Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle East edition,
discussing the state of the US economy bond markets brushing
off strong US data, inflationary pressures, views on
cryptocurrencies/ Bitcoin/ SPACs as well as Chinese Q1 GDP and
emerging market valuations.

Watch the interview below — Dr. Nasser Saidi joins from 05:30
till 19:10. The original 1link to the full episode:
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2021-04-18/-bloomberg-da
ybreak-middle-east-full-show-04-18-2021-video

A quote from the interview also appeared in a news article:

“At the global level, you have both China and the U.S. growing
fast. That’s driving markets across the globe,” Nasser Saidi &
Associates president and founder Nasser Al-Saidi told
Bloomberg.

“The simultaneous rally in stocks and bonds is temporary, but
i1t suggests confidence in continued central bank support and
“no fear of rapid inflation ramping up,” he added.

Interview with Al Arabiya Al
Hadath (Arabic) on subsidies
and reserves in Lebanon, 2


https://nassersaidi.com/2021/04/20/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-18-apr-2021/
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/04/20/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-18-apr-2021/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2021-04-18/-bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-full-show-04-18-2021-video
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2021-04-18/-bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-full-show-04-18-2021-video
https://m.investing.com/news/stock-market-news/asian-stocks-up-focus-on-covid19-economic-recovery-despite-mutant-strains-risk-2477748
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/04/03/interview-with-al-arabiya-al-hadath-arabic-on-subsidies-and-reserves-in-lebanon-2-apr-2021/
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/04/03/interview-with-al-arabiya-al-hadath-arabic-on-subsidies-and-reserves-in-lebanon-2-apr-2021/
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/04/03/interview-with-al-arabiya-al-hadath-arabic-on-subsidies-and-reserves-in-lebanon-2-apr-2021/

Apr 2021

Dr. Nasser Saidi spoke to Al Arabiya Al Hadath on 2nd April
2021 about Lebanon’s subsidies and international reserves.
Watch the interview (in Arabic) below from 1:31:40 onwards:

Bloomberg Daybreak Middle
East Interview, 28 Mar 2021

Dr. Nasser Saidi joined Manus Cranny and Yousef Gamal El-Din
on the 28th of March, 2021 as part of the Bloomberg Daybreak:
Middle East edition, discussing the blockage of traffic in the
Suez Canal and the fragility of global supply chains, how the
US should focus on getting the economy going again and Covidl9
risks rather than focusing on inflation, and how the China-US
confrontation is affecting market sentiment.

Watch the interview below. The original link to the full
episode:
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2021-03-28/-bloomberg-da
ybreak-middle-east-full-show-03-28-2021-video

Interview with Al Arabiya Al
Hadath (Arabic) on the rapid
depreciation of the Lebanese


https://nassersaidi.com/2021/04/03/interview-with-al-arabiya-al-hadath-arabic-on-subsidies-and-reserves-in-lebanon-2-apr-2021/
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/03/29/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-28-mar-2021/
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/03/29/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-28-mar-2021/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2021-03-28/-bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-full-show-03-28-2021-video
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2021-03-28/-bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-full-show-03-28-2021-video
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/03/18/interview-with-al-arabiya-al-hadath-arabic-on-the-rapid-depreciation-of-the-lebanese-pound-17-mar-2021/
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/03/18/interview-with-al-arabiya-al-hadath-arabic-on-the-rapid-depreciation-of-the-lebanese-pound-17-mar-2021/
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/03/18/interview-with-al-arabiya-al-hadath-arabic-on-the-rapid-depreciation-of-the-lebanese-pound-17-mar-2021/

Pound, 17 Mar 2021

Dr. Nasser Saidi spoke to Al Arabiya Al Hadath’'s Lara Nabhan
on 17th Mar 2021 about the rapid depreciation of the Lebanese
Pound.

In the interview, Dr. Saidi touches upon on the collapse of
the LBP due to a deliberate Inflation Tax imposed by the Diab
government and the Banque du Liban, failed peg to the dollar,
burst Ponzi scheme & “financial engineering” with an ill-
designed subsidy policy, 80% of which benefited traders and
smugglers — not the poor and needy.

Watch the full interview (in Arabic) below:

https://nassersaidi.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Website-1.m
p4

Interview with Al Arabiya TV
(Arabic) on US stimulus
package & inflationary
pressures, 9 Feb 2021

Dr. Nasser Saidi spoke to Al Arabiya’s Nadine Hani on 9th Feb
2021 about the $1.9trn stimulus plans in the US and whether
this would lead to inflationary pressures. Will this support a
stock market bubble, leading to an eventual crash?

Watch the full interview (in Arabic) here.


https://nassersaidi.com/2021/03/18/interview-with-al-arabiya-al-hadath-arabic-on-the-rapid-depreciation-of-the-lebanese-pound-17-mar-2021/
https://nassersaidi.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Website-1.mp4
https://nassersaidi.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Website-1.mp4
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/02/10/interview-with-al-arabiya-tv-arabic-on-us-stimulus-package-inflationary-pressures-9-feb-2021/
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/02/10/interview-with-al-arabiya-tv-arabic-on-us-stimulus-package-inflationary-pressures-9-feb-2021/
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/02/10/interview-with-al-arabiya-tv-arabic-on-us-stimulus-package-inflationary-pressures-9-feb-2021/
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/02/10/interview-with-al-arabiya-tv-arabic-on-us-stimulus-package-inflationary-pressures-9-feb-2021/
https://www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/videos/closing-bell/2021/02/09/%D8%AE%D8%B7%D8%B7-%D8%AA%D8%AD%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%B2-%D9%87%D9%84-%D9%8A%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%87%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AD%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%B2-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%83%D9%8A-%D8%A8%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%AC%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D9%81%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%B9%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B3%D9%87%D9%85%D8%9F

Bloomberg Daybreak Middle
East Interview, 7 Feb 2021

Dr. Nasser Saidi joined Manus Cranny on the 7th of February,
2021 as part of the Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle East edition,
discussing the state of the US economy, the $1.9trn economic
rescue package (including composition of spending),
inflationary pressures (?7), taper tantrums & financial
fragility, as well as Italy & its prospects under Mario
Draghi.

Watch the interview below — Dr. Nasser Saidi joins from 06:52
till 18:30. The original 1link to the full episode:
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2021-02-07/-bloomberg-da
ybreak-middle-east-full-show-02-07-2021-video

Interview on UAE's Hope Probe
Mission, Dubai One, 8 Feb
2021

Click here to play the interview that appeared on Emirates
News, Dubai One (telecast date: Feb 8, 2021).

Dr Nasser Saidi explains how #HopeProbe Mission will boost
the UAE and regional economy. #EmiratesNews #DubaiOneTv #UAE
#Dubai @gregfairlie pic.twitter.com/EES1OwZP3p

— Emirates News (@Emirates News) February 8, 2021



https://nassersaidi.com/2021/02/09/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-7-feb-2021/
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/02/09/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-7-feb-2021/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2021-02-07/-bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-full-show-02-07-2021-video
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2021-02-07/-bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-full-show-02-07-2021-video
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/02/09/interview-on-uaes-hope-probe-mission-dubai-one-8-feb-2021/
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/02/09/interview-on-uaes-hope-probe-mission-dubai-one-8-feb-2021/
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/02/09/interview-on-uaes-hope-probe-mission-dubai-one-8-feb-2021/
https://twitter.com/i/status/1358656434301513728
https://twitter.com/hashtag/HopeProbe?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/EmiratesNews?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/DubaiOneTv?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/UAE?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Dubai?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/gregfairlie?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/EESl0wZP3p
https://twitter.com/Emirates_News/status/1358656434301513728?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw

Bloomberg Daybreak Middle
East Interview, 17 Jan 2021

Dr. Nasser Saidi joined Manus Cranny on the 17th of January,
2021 as part of the Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle East edition,
discussing Biden’s $1.9trn economic rescue package in the US,
strength of the euro & the ECB narrative.

Watch the interview below — Dr. Nasser Saidi joins from 07:30
till 17:15. The original 1link to the full episode:
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2021-01-17/-bloomberg-da
ybreak-middle-east-full-show-01-17-2021-video

Bloomberg Daybreak Middle
East Interview, 20 Dec 2020

Dr. Nasser Saidi joined Yousef Gamal El-din on the 20th of
December, 2020 as part of the Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle East
edition, to discuss impact of Covidl9 on economic activity, in
addition to the US stimulus and unemployment, speculative
frenzy in the markets, US-China tech “war” and Brexit
negotiations.

Watch the interview below — Dr. Nasser Saidi joins from 05:30
till 15:00. The original link to the full episode:
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2020-12-20/-bloomberg-da
ybreak-middle-east-full-show-12-20-2020-video



https://nassersaidi.com/2021/01/18/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-17-jan-2021/
https://nassersaidi.com/2021/01/18/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-17-jan-2021/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2021-01-17/-bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-full-show-01-17-2021-video
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2021-01-17/-bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-full-show-01-17-2021-video
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/12/22/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-20-dec-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/12/22/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-20-dec-2020/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2020-12-20/-bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-full-show-12-20-2020-video
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2020-12-20/-bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-full-show-12-20-2020-video

Interview with Ashargq
Business (Bloomberg) on
Lebanon, 3 Dec 2020

Dr. Nasser Saidi joined Asharqg Business (Bloomberg) on 3rd Dec
2020, to speak about the Lebanon, its need for reforms and the
latest aid conference.

Watch the interview (in Arabic) at this 1link.
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https://nassersaidi.com/2020/12/05/interview-with-asharq-business-bloomberg-on-lebanon-3-dec-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/12/05/interview-with-asharq-business-bloomberg-on-lebanon-3-dec-2020/
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Podcast on what Biden’s win
means for the Middle East
with The National, 12 Nov
2020

Beyond the Headlines: How will Joe Biden change US policy in
the Middle East?

For nearly four years, US President Donald Trump has torn up
America’s foreign policy handbook — for better and for worse.
The implications, both at home and abroad, have been
staggering. Most recently, the Trump administration was lauded
for facilitating the Abraham Accords, the normalisation of
relations with Israel by the UAE and Bahrain. In exchange,
Israel’s government agreed to halt its plan to annexe
Palestinian territories. But Mr Trump’s days in the White
House are now numbered. By the end of January 2021, a new
administration will take the reins of American foreign policy.

This week on Beyond the Headlines, we hear from Sanam Vakil,
deputy director of Chatham House's Middle East and North
Africa Programme, and Nasser Saidi, Lebanon’s former minister
of economy and former vice governor of the Lebanese central
bank, about what will change for the Middle East and what will
remain the same when Joe Biden takes his seat in the Oval
Office.

Listen to the podcast on:
https://audioboom.com/posts/7728822-the-changes-in-the-middle-
east-after-joe-biden-takes-office

OR on The National'’s page:

https://www.thenationalnews.com/podcasts/beyond-the-headlines/
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beyond-the-headlines-how-will-joe-biden-change-us-policy-in-
the-middle-east-1.1110861

https://audioboom.com/posts/7486040-tear-gas-fireworks-and-pol
itics-in-lebanon-s-revolution

"The Middle East after the
Pandemic: Surviving the
economic shockwave": Panel
session, FT Global Boardroonm,
12 Nov 2020

Dr. Nasser Saidi joined the FT Global Boardroom event on 12th
Nov 2020, in the panel session titled “The Middle East after
the Pandemic: Surviving the economic shockwave” to discuss a
few questions:

How deep and long will the recession be in the Middle East?
How has the pandemic affected the region’s diversification
away from o0il? What support is there for businesses in the
consumer-facing sectors, and how can they plan for recovery?
What will the US elections mean for regional geopolitics, and
how will that impact on investment? What is the role of the
region’s sovereign wealth funds in buying distressed European
assets?

A  summary of the session 1is available  here:
http://brochure.live.ft.com/the-global-boardroom-report/day-tw
0-summary/#d2-9
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Excerpts from the session/ Dr. Saidi’s comments are
highlighted below:

The coronavirus pandemic has damaged the economy of the Middle
East and it will take time to recover.

NS: If you look at the size of the impact of the great
lockdown, you are talking about a 6.7 per cent GDP decline for
the GCC. This is unprecedented. We haven’t had a recession of
this scale in the region since the second world war.

The hydro-carbon producing countries of the Middle East have
been diversifying away from oil and gas into other industries
and this is accelerating.

NS: Diversification creates employment opportunities. Sixty
per cent of our population is under 30 years of age, so we
need to invest in activities that create jobs for them. Where
will the new jobs be created? Previously we created them in
government in most countries of the region. That is not where
we will create them in the future. They have to be in the
private sector.

The election of Joe Biden as the new US president will have a
positive impact on the region

NS: Biden is very much a multilateralist, as opposed to the
unilateralism that Trump advanced. The Biden approach to the
region will be to discuss policy with the region. It will not
be Twitter-based.

Bloomberg Daybreak Middle
East Interview, 8 Nov 2020

Dr. Nasser Saidi joined Manus Cranny and Yousef Gamal El-din
on the 8th of November, 2020 as part of the Bloomberg
Daybreak: Middle East edition, to discuss policy priorities
for the Biden administration domestically. Also discussed were


https://nassersaidi.com/2020/11/11/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-8-nov-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/11/11/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-8-nov-2020/

potential changes in markets (currency, oil) and signs of
foreign policy shift.

Watch the interview below — Dr. Nasser Saidi joins from 54:00
till 1:06:20. The original 1link to the full episode:
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2020-11-08/-bloomberg-da
ybreak-middle-east-full-show-11-08-2020-video

Panelist at the IMF’s MENA
Conference "Coping With
Covid1l9", 27 Oct 2020

Dr. Nasser Saidi participated as a panelist at the IMF’s event
related to the Regional Economic Outlook report for the Middle
East and North Africa region held on 27th October, 2020.

The panel discussion was titled “Coping with Covidl9:
Challenges & Policy Priorities for the MENA region and the
Global Economy” and discussed in addition the impact of US
elections on the Middle East.

The IMF report can be accessed at
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/REQ/MECA/Issues/2020/10/14
/regional-economic-outlook-menap-cca

Watch the video of the webinar below:

Bloomberg Daybreak Middle
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East Interview, 25 Oct 2020

Dr. Nasser Saidi joined Manus Cranny on the 25th of October,
2020 as part of the Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle East edition,to
discuss the US presidential elections and impact on markets,
in addition to economic recovery prospects amid the Covidl9
pandemic’s resurgence and discussing the much-needed steps to
recovery under the newly appointed PM in Lebanon.

Watch the interview below — Dr. Nasser Saidi joins via phone
(from 1:01:00 till 35:42). The original link to the full
episode:
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2020-10-25/-bloomberg-da
ybreak-middle-east-full-show-10-25-2020-video

Interview with CNBC on
Lebanon’s economic crisis, 15
Oct 2020

Dr. Nasser Saidi, Lebanon’s Former Minister for Economy,
weighs in on the country’s current economic and political
peril in his interview with Hadley Gamble on CNBC’'s “Capital
Connections” program, aired on 15th Oct 2020.

Radio interview with Dubai
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Eye’'s Business Breakfast on
Lebanon’s economic &
political turmoil, 28 Sep
2020

Dr. Nasser Saidi spoke with Dubai Eye’s Business Breakfast
team on 28th Sep 2020, sharing his thoughts on the political
turmoil given PM designate Adib’'s resignation, surging
inflation rates and poverty as well as the exchange rates on
the black market.

Listen to the full radio interview here.

"Lebanon: a multi-pronged
tragedy with unforeseeable
consequences", CJBS
Perspectives Interview with
Dr. Jenny Chu, Sep 2020

How has the Beirut explosion disaster been exacerbated by the
global pandemic, economic crisis and the failures 1in
government leadership? What is needed to rebuild Lebanon? Dr.
Nasser Saidi shared his thoughts when interviewed by Dr. Jenny
Chu as part of the University of Cambridge Judge Business
School (CBJS) Perspectives series.

Watch the interview below:
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Interview with Vice News on
the Beirut blast & the real
estate sector, Aug 2020

The Vice News segment focuses on the Beirut blast and how real
estate developers are exploiting displaced residents 1in
Beirut. Dr. Nasser Saidi comments on Solidere — watch the
video below:

Bloomberg Daybreak Europe
Interview, 25 Aug 2020

In the August 25th, 2020 edition of Bloomberg Daybreak:
Europe, Dr. Nasser Saidi speaks to Manus Cranny and Annmarie
Hordern on US presidential elections, China’s economic
recovery amid Covidl9, clashes with the US administration, the
euro & ECB, Brexit & the UK economy.

Watch the interview below — Dr. Nasser Saidi joins via phone
(from 07:05 till 35:42). The original link to the full
episode:
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2020-08-25/-bloomberg-da
ybreak-europe-full-show-08-25-2020-video
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Interview with BBC on the
Beirut blast & way forward,
10 Aug 2020

Dr. Nasser Saidi appeared on BBC World Business report on 10th
Aug 2020 to discuss the Beirut port explosion and how Lebanon
can get of this crisis.

Dr. Saidi mentions during the interview that pledges from the
Paris donor conference is presumably for humanitarian aid &
will be largely insufficient for any infrastructure rebuilding
efforts. A concerted macroeconomic stabilisation plan 1is
needed, alongside an agreement with the IMF.

Talks with the IMF have been sabotaged so far: there is a
resistance to reform by the political class & the banking
sector. There has been no political courage in the Diab
government and the time is right to bring in independent
‘technocrats’ to stand up to the political class & form a new
government.

Need a clear message from the international community that the
political class will be personally subject to sanctions should
they not support a new govt willing to undertake reforms

Listen to the interview (from 4:30 to 8:45) at
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/wl72x57q96njsxt
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Radio interview with Dubai
Eye's Business Breakfast on
the Beirut port explosion &
the way forward, 6 Aug 2020

Dr. Nasser Saidi spoke with Dubai Eye’s Business Breakfast
team, sharing his reaction to the blast in Beirut on Aug 4th
and the economic challenge facing Lebanon.

Listen to the full radio interview:

Interview on CNN's Quest
Means Business on the Beirut
blast & accelerating
financial collapse, 5 Aug
2020

Dr. Nasser Saidi was on CNN International’s Quest Means
Business programme on 5th of Aug 2020. Following the blast in
Lebanon’s capital city Beirut, Dr. Saidi said the “political
message” to Lebanon has to come from the rest of the world,
“and it 1s urgent. We don’t want another failed state on the
Mediterranean coast..the rest of the world really cannot afford
that.”

Watch the interview below:
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Forbes Middle East Leaders'
Insights: Breaking Down The
Lebanese Situation With Dr.
Nasser Al Saidi, Jul 2020

Dr. Nasser Saidi was interviewed by the Managing Editor of
Forbes Middle East, as part of their Leaders’ Insight series,
to breakdown the factors leading up to the economic
uncertainty in Lebanon and to understand the way forward.

Watch the interview below:

"Can Lebanon be rescued?",
Instagram Live session with D
Does Business, 16 Jul 2020

Can Lebanon be rescued?

In an Instagram session with D Does Business, Dr. Nasser Saidi
touched upon possible solutions. But, remember that all is
conditional upon political will. His 10-points rescue plan
also underscores the need to establish an economic
stabilization & liquidity fund.

Watch the session in 2 parts, on YouTube:
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Interview with CNBC on
Lebanon's exchange rate
movements & IMF negotiations,
10 Jul 2020

Dr. Nasser Saidi was interviewed on CNBC’s “Capital
Connections” by Hadley Gamble on the country’s exchange rate
movements, negotiations with the IMF and the reforms required
to rescue the economy.

Some comments highlighted below:

The Lebanese pound, which has been pegged to the U.S. Dollar
since 1997, has lost 80% of its value on the black market
since October.

“There is no longer any policy anchor for the pound,” Nasser
Saidi, the country’s former economy minister and vice governor
of the central bank, told CNBC’s Hadley Gamble on Friday.
“There is no appetite for reform, no political courage to
address Lebanon’s problems,” he added. Saidi compared
Lebanon’s political and economic woes to crisis-stricken
Venezuela, coining his home country “Libazuela.”

Watch the CNBC interview below:

Interview with Dubai TV
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(Arabic) on Adnoc's USD
20.7bn deal, 23 Jun 2020

Dr. Nasser Saidi appeared in an interview with Dubai TV,
broadcast on 23rd June 2020, discussing an agreement to invest
in Abu Dhabi’s natural gas pipelines infrastructure.

The agreement worth USD 20.7bn is the largest single global
energy infrastructure deal in 2020 — and the region’s biggest.
This is significant at time of global recession & capital
outflows from Emerging Markets.

The Adnoc deal will attract more than $10bn in FDI into the
#UAE; part-privatisation signals openness to PPP & greater
private sector involvement in energy development. Adnoc has
also taken advantage of investor appetite by monetising its
gas pipeline network. Is privatisation further upstream next?
The video can be viewed below from 42:14 onwards.

Interview with Dubai TV
(Arabic) on Lebanon, its dim
prospects & Saudi Arabia, 21
Jun 2020

Dr. Nasser Saidi appeared in an interview with Zeina Soufan on
Dubai TV, broadcast on 21st June 2020, discussing two segments
— one, on Saudi Arabia (from 7:00 onwards) and the other on
Lebanon and its dim prospects (from 17:00 onwards).

Both sections are part of the video below:
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Interview with AnNahar
(Arabic) on Lebanon, 20 Jun
2020

In this interview with An Nahar, Dr. Nasser Saidi gives his
views on current developments in Lebanon, while also touching
upon the IMF negotiations, LBP depreciation, prospects and the
much needed policy reforms.

Watch the interview below:

This interview was also detailed in the article (copied
below) :
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Interview with CNN Arabia on
Lebanon, 18 Jun 2020

Dr. Nasser Saidi’s interview on the immediate need for reforms
in Lebanon appeared on CNN on 18th June 2020. A link to the
video is posted here.
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Interview with Forbes Middle
East (Arabic) on Lebanon, 12
Jun 2020

Dr. Nasser Saidi appeared in an interview with Forbes Middle
East, broadcast on 12th June 2020, discussing Lebanon & import
of essential materials into Syria.

The video can be viewed below; an article based on the
interview can be accessed here.


https://nassersaidi.com/2020/06/20/interview-with-cnn-arabia-on-lebanon-18-jun-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/06/20/interview-with-cnn-arabia-on-lebanon-18-jun-2020/
https://arabic.cnn.com/business/video/2020/06/18/v90645-lebanon-nasser-saidi-interview
https://arabic.cnn.com/business/video/2020/06/18/v90645-lebanon-nasser-saidi-interview
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/06/13/interview-with-forbes-middle-east-arabic-on-lebanon-12-jun-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/06/13/interview-with-forbes-middle-east-arabic-on-lebanon-12-jun-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/06/13/interview-with-forbes-middle-east-arabic-on-lebanon-12-jun-2020/
https://www.forbesmiddleeast.com/ar/preview/blogs/nasser-al-saidi-to-forbes-middle-east-lebanon-funds-the-import-of-basic-commodities-into-syria-the-solution-is-to-lift-subsidies-to-stop-the-smuggling

Interview with BBC on
Lebanon's outlook, 12 Jun
2020

Dr. Nasser Saidi appeared on BBC World Business report on 12th
Jun 2020 to discuss why the outlook seems so bleak for
Lebanon, and whether it is likely to receive a bailout from
the International Monetary Fund.

Listen to the interview (from 2:48 to 6:46) at
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/wl72x1tOyngxy54

Interview with CNBC on
Lebanon's negotiations with
the IMF, 3 Jun 2020

Dr. Nasser Saidi was interviewed on CNBC’s “Capital
Connection” by Hadley Gamble on the country’s negotiations
with the IMF and the reforms required to rescue the economy.
Some comments highlighted below:

A former minister of economy and trade said it was not
realistic to expect the [IMF loan negotiation] process to be
completed so soon, noting that a number of laws need to be
passed. “And parliament, in the middle of this crisis, 1is
going into recess until October,” said Nasser Saidi, president
of Nasser Saidi & Associates. “What you need is Lebanon to be


https://nassersaidi.com/2020/06/13/interview-with-bbc-on-lebanons-outlook-12th-jun-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/06/13/interview-with-bbc-on-lebanons-outlook-12th-jun-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/06/13/interview-with-bbc-on-lebanons-outlook-12th-jun-2020/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/w172xlt0yngxy54
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/06/05/interview-with-cnbc-on-lebanons-negotiations-with-the-imf-3-jun-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/06/05/interview-with-cnbc-on-lebanons-negotiations-with-the-imf-3-jun-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/06/05/interview-with-cnbc-on-lebanons-negotiations-with-the-imf-3-jun-2020/
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/06/03/tough-times-ahead-for-lebanon-says-prime-ministers-advisor.html

in crisis mode. Both government and parliament need to be in
crisis mode.”

Saidi told CNBC on Wednesday that he doesn’t think approval
will be granted very quickly. “It will be a hard path to
convince the IMF and the international community that
Lebanon’s politicians and government are able to implement
reform.”

Watch the CNBC interview

here: https://twitter.com/i/status/1268086096392527874

Interview with Sky News
Arabia Lebanon’s electricity
sector & reforms, 29 May 2020

Dr. Nasser Saidi was interviewed on Lebanon’s electricity
sector & reforms.

For many years, the electricity crisis in Lebanon has been at
the forefront as one of the most difficult crises that
burdened Lebanese citizens and drained billions of dollars
from the country’s economy, in light of the almost complete
absence of reforms and solutions. Dr. Nasser Saidi shares his
thoughts below.

The Sky News Arabia TV interview can be viewed directly at
this original link.



https://twitter.com/i/status/1268086096392527874
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/05/31/interview-with-sky-news-arabia-lebanons-electricity-sector-reforms-29-may-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/05/31/interview-with-sky-news-arabia-lebanons-electricity-sector-reforms-29-may-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/05/31/interview-with-sky-news-arabia-lebanons-electricity-sector-reforms-29-may-2020/
https://www.skynewsarabia.com/program/taqa/1348156-%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%94%D8%B2%D9%85%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%83%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%88%D8%B3%D8%B7-%D8%BA%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%A8-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%AD%D9%84%D9%88%D9%84

Interview with CNBC Arabia on
restructuring of Lebanon’s
banks, 4 May 2020

Dr. Nasser Saidi was interviewed on the restructuring of
Lebanese banks under the government’s reform plan. The CNBC
Arabia TV interview can be viewed via this tweet or directly
at https://www.pscp.tv/w/1vAXRBrj0zPx1?t=34

Panelist at the launch of
IMF's MENA Regional Economic
Outlook, 27 Apr 2020

Dr. Nasser Saidi participated as a panelist at the IMF’s
launch of the Regional Economic Qutlook report for the Middle
East and North Africa region on 27th April, 2020.

The panel discussion covered the macro outlook for the region
given the inter-twined effects of Covidl9, fall in oil prices
and financial shocks.

The IMF report can be accessed at
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/REO/MECA/Issues/2020/04/15
/regional-economic-outlook-middle-east-central-asia-report
Watch the video of the webinar below (link to the IMF:
https://www.imf.org/external/mmedia/view.aspx?vid=615243369300
1)



https://nassersaidi.com/2020/05/05/interview-with-cnbc-arabia-on-restructuring-of-lebanons-banks-4-may-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/05/05/interview-with-cnbc-arabia-on-restructuring-of-lebanons-banks-4-may-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/05/05/interview-with-cnbc-arabia-on-restructuring-of-lebanons-banks-4-may-2020/
https://twitter.com/cnbcarabia/status/1257234432752115712
https://www.pscp.tv/w/1vAxRBrjOzPxl?t=34
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/04/28/panelist-at-the-launch-of-imfs-mena-regional-economic-outlook-27-apr-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/04/28/panelist-at-the-launch-of-imfs-mena-regional-economic-outlook-27-apr-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/04/28/panelist-at-the-launch-of-imfs-mena-regional-economic-outlook-27-apr-2020/
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/REO/MECA/Issues/2020/04/15/regional-economic-outlook-middle-east-central-asia-report
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/REO/MECA/Issues/2020/04/15/regional-economic-outlook-middle-east-central-asia-report
https://www.imf.org/external/mmedia/view.aspx?vid=6152433693001
https://www.imf.org/external/mmedia/view.aspx?vid=6152433693001

Bloomberg Daybreak Middle
East Interview, 26 Apr 2020

In the April 26th, 2020 edition of Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle
East, Dr. Nasser Saidi spoke to Yousef Gamal el-din and Manus
Cranny on the impact of Covidl9 on economic growth (what
shaped recovery?), the changing global narrative and Central
Bank responses.

Watch the interview below.

The original link to the full episode (from 03:30 onwards):
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2020-04-26/-bloomberg-da
ybreak-middle-east-full-show-04-26-2020-video

"Lebanon's Economy: Staring
into the Abyss", Presentation
to the Harvard Business Club
in Lebanon, 24 Apr 2020

Dr. Nasser Saidi’s presentation titled “Lebanon’s Economy:
Staring into the Abyss”, was aired as a webinar to the Harvard
University Alumni Association of Lebanon (HUAAL) and the
Harvard Business Club in Lebanon on 24th April 2020.

Click below to access the webinar, including Q&A.



https://nassersaidi.com/2020/04/27/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-26-apr-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/04/27/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-26-apr-2020/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2020-04-26/-bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-full-show-04-26-2020-video
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2020-04-26/-bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-full-show-04-26-2020-video
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/04/25/lebanons-economy-staring-into-the-abyss-presentation-to-the-harvard-business-club-in-lebanon-24-apr-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/04/25/lebanons-economy-staring-into-the-abyss-presentation-to-the-harvard-business-club-in-lebanon-24-apr-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/04/25/lebanons-economy-staring-into-the-abyss-presentation-to-the-harvard-business-club-in-lebanon-24-apr-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/04/25/lebanons-economy-staring-into-the-abyss-presentation-to-the-harvard-business-club-in-lebanon-24-apr-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Lebanons-Economy-Staring-into-the-Abyss-Apr-24-2020.pdf
https://nassersaidi.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Lebanons-Economy-Staring-into-the-Abyss-Apr-24-2020.pdf

Interview with Al Arabiya TV
(Arabic) on G20's temporary
debt relief plans, 15 Apr
2020

Dr. Nasser Saidi spoke to Al Arabiya’s Lara Habib on 15th Apr
2020 about the G20’'s agreement to provide temporary debt
relief to poorer nations. The full interview can be viewed
here.

Dr. Saidi said: “I believe this is too little. We need at
least 1-year debt moratorium to free up $1 trillion. IMF
estimates EMEs funding needs are $2.5 trillion.”

"Low 01l Prices, Coronavirus,
and the Future of Gulf
Economies", Panel Discussion,
AGSIW webinar, 7 Apr 2020

Titled “Low 0il Prices, Coronavirus, and the Future of Gulf
Economies”, this panel discussion was held by the Arab Gulf
States Institute in Washington (AGSIW) as a webinar on 7th
April 2020.

Gulf Arab states have announced $97 billion in emergency
stimulus packages and other support measures to help offset


https://nassersaidi.com/2020/04/16/interview-with-al-arabiya-tv-arabic-on-g20s-temporary-debt-relief-plans-15-apr-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/04/16/interview-with-al-arabiya-tv-arabic-on-g20s-temporary-debt-relief-plans-15-apr-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/04/16/interview-with-al-arabiya-tv-arabic-on-g20s-temporary-debt-relief-plans-15-apr-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/04/16/interview-with-al-arabiya-tv-arabic-on-g20s-temporary-debt-relief-plans-15-apr-2020/
https://ara.tv/mve2c
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/04/09/low-oil-prices-coronavirus-and-the-future-of-gulf-economies-panel-discussion-agsiw-webinar-7-apr-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/04/09/low-oil-prices-coronavirus-and-the-future-of-gulf-economies-panel-discussion-agsiw-webinar-7-apr-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/04/09/low-oil-prices-coronavirus-and-the-future-of-gulf-economies-panel-discussion-agsiw-webinar-7-apr-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/04/09/low-oil-prices-coronavirus-and-the-future-of-gulf-economies-panel-discussion-agsiw-webinar-7-apr-2020/

the economic impact of the coronavirus outbreak. Spending
needs are likely to increase over the short term, and regional
governments must simultaneously manage the fiscal
repercussions of oil prices sliding below $30 per barrel.
Saudi Arabia and Oman announced budget cuts across various
government ministries as states across the Gulf explore
opportunities to rein in spending.

How will the spending needs and constraints stemming from the
coronavirus and low oil prices affect the fiscal health of
Gulf Arab states? What policy options do these states have at
their disposal to confront these interrelated crises? What are
the longer-term implications for economic diversification
efforts across the Gulf region?

Watch the discussion below:

Interview with CNBC Arabia on
central bank responses to
Covidl9, 6 Apr 2020

Dr. Nasser Saidi’s CNBC Arabia interview focused on the role
of central banks in the ongoing Covidl1l9 pandemic, growing
levels of debt, limits to role of monetary policy as well as
Universal Basic Income. This interview was aired on 6th April
2020.

https://nassersaidi.com/wp-co
ntent/uploads/2020/04/track2.

mp4



https://nassersaidi.com/2020/04/07/interview-with-cnbc-arabia-on-central-bank-responses-to-covid19-6-apr-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/04/07/interview-with-cnbc-arabia-on-central-bank-responses-to-covid19-6-apr-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/04/07/interview-with-cnbc-arabia-on-central-bank-responses-to-covid19-6-apr-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/track2.mp4
https://nassersaidi.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/track2.mp4
https://nassersaidi.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/track2.mp4

Interview with Dubai TV
(Arabic) on GCC's Covidl9
stimulus packages, 3 Apr 2020

Will the GCC nations require a second round of stimulus
packages, asked Zeina Soufan from Dubai TV to Dr. Nasser Saidi
on the show which was broadcast on 3rd Apr 2020. The interview
can be viewed here.

Bloomberg Daybreak Middle
East Interview, 29 Mar 2020

In the March 29th, 2020 edition of Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle
East, Dr. Nasser Saidi speaks to Yousef Gamal el-din and Manus
Cranny on why Covidl9 will rampage through the US, deep
recession ahead, weak US dollar, vulnerability of some
emerging markets with high debt and Central Bank responses.
Comments from the interview were published in LA Times
“Emerging-market currencies, particularly those with high
levels of debt and very low growth prospects, like South
Africa, will be pressured, but also other countries like
Taiwan and others that have seen large outflows. All of those
currencies are going to be exposed, the Aussie dollar as
well.”

Watch the interview below.


https://nassersaidi.com/2020/04/04/interview-with-dubai-tv-arabic-on-gccs-covid19-stimulus-packages-3-apr-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/04/04/interview-with-dubai-tv-arabic-on-gccs-covid19-stimulus-packages-3-apr-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/04/04/interview-with-dubai-tv-arabic-on-gccs-covid19-stimulus-packages-3-apr-2020/
https://www.awaan.ae/video/27534161/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/03/30/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-29-mar-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/03/30/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-29-mar-2020/
https://www.latimes.com/business/story/2020-03-29/world-waits-to-see-if-coronavirus-stimulus-can-fix-wounded-markets

The original link to the full episode (Dr. Nasser Saidi joins
from 03:06):
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2020-03-29/-bloomberg-da
ybreak-middle-east-full-show-03-29-2020-video

Interview with Al Arabiya
(Arabic) on GCC's response to
Covidl9, 17 Mar 2020

Dr. Nasser Saidi discusses the GCC's responses to the ongoing
Covidl9 outbreak, in an interview that aired on Al Arabiya on
17th March 2020. In the interview, he reiterates the need for
fiscal policy stimulus (given its effectiveness) vs monetary
policy action; also highlights the sectors and countries that
would be most adversely affected.

The video can be viewed below; the write-up can be accessed at
https://ara.tv/4rmup

Interview on Bloomberg Radio
about the o1l price wars, 10
Mar 2020

Dr. Nasser Saidi was interviewed on Bloomberg Radio on the
10th of Mar 2020: he spoke extensively about the ongoing oil


https://nassersaidi.com/2020/03/18/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-gccs-response-to-covid19-17-mar-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/03/18/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-gccs-response-to-covid19-17-mar-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/03/18/interview-with-al-arabiya-arabic-on-gccs-response-to-covid19-17-mar-2020/
https://ara.tv/4rmup
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/03/11/interview-on-bloomberg-radio-10-mar-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/03/11/interview-on-bloomberg-radio-10-mar-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/03/11/interview-on-bloomberg-radio-10-mar-2020/

price war, relations between Saudi Arabia and Russia and the
role of shale oil in this ongoing saga.

The Russians were worried about the growing proportion of U.S.
shale o0il in the global market says Nasser Saidi, president
and founder of Nasser Saidi and Associates, and the argument
with the Saudis was about how to contain it. Saidi tells
Daybreak Europe’s Caroline Hepker and Roger Hearing some U.S.
producers will now be flushed out, but the more efficient ones
could still be competitive at a price of $35-40 a barrel.
Running time 09:05

Listen to the interview:
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/audio/2020-03-10/saidi-saudi-ru
ssia-oil-dispute-is-about-u-s-shale

Bloomberg Daybreak Europe
Interview, 10 Mar 2020

In the March 10th, 2020 edition of Bloomberg Daybreak: Europe,
Dr. Nasser Saidi speaks to Manus Cranny on discusses how the
coronavirus outbreak is affecting the global economy, policies
and markets.

Watch a section of the interview below and full episode
(further below).

The original link to the full episode (from 07:20 onwards):
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2020-03-10/-bloomberg-da
ybreak-europe-full-show-03-10-2020-video



https://www.bloomberg.com/news/audio/2020-03-10/saidi-saudi-russia-oil-dispute-is-about-u-s-shale
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/audio/2020-03-10/saidi-saudi-russia-oil-dispute-is-about-u-s-shale
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/03/11/bloomberg-daybreak-europe-interview-10-mar-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/03/11/bloomberg-daybreak-europe-interview-10-mar-2020/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2020-03-10/-bloomberg-daybreak-europe-full-show-03-10-2020-video
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2020-03-10/-bloomberg-daybreak-europe-full-show-03-10-2020-video

Interview on CNN's Connect
The World with Becky Anderson
on Covidl9, 1low o1l prices
and Lebanon, 9 Mar 2020

Dr. Nasser Saidi was interviewed on CNN’s Connect the World
with Becky Anderson on the 9th of Mar 2020.

Watch the interview videos below:

Just how bad are things with Lebanon’s economy? What will a
combination of COVID19 & the collapse in oil prices bring
about in the MENA region? With global stocks falling fast, oil
plummeting and COVID19 fears spreading, how should
policymakers respond to the crises?

Radio interview with Dubai
Eye's Business Breakfast on
UK's new finance minsiter &


https://nassersaidi.com/2020/03/10/interview-on-cnns-cnns-connect-the-world-with-becky-anderson-9-mar-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/03/10/interview-on-cnns-cnns-connect-the-world-with-becky-anderson-9-mar-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/03/10/interview-on-cnns-cnns-connect-the-world-with-becky-anderson-9-mar-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/03/10/interview-on-cnns-cnns-connect-the-world-with-becky-anderson-9-mar-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/02/20/radio-interview-with-dubai-eye-business-breakfast-18-feb-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/02/20/radio-interview-with-dubai-eye-business-breakfast-18-feb-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/02/20/radio-interview-with-dubai-eye-business-breakfast-18-feb-2020/

Lebanon's economy, 18 Feb
2019

Dr. Nasser Saidi spoke with Dubai Eye’'s Business Breakfast
team on various topics ranging from the UK’s new finance
minister to Lebanon’s ongoing economic worries and also
corporate governance issues given recent UAE equity-related
news.

Listen to the full radio interview at
https://omny.fm/shows/businessbreakfast/nasser-saidi-associate
s-18-02-2020

Bloomberg Daybreak Middle
East Interview, 16 Feb 2020

In the February 16th, 2020 edition of Bloomberg
Daybreak: Middle East, Dr. Nasser Saidi speaks to Yousef Gamal
el-din on a wide range of topics including the coronavirus,
global economy and markets as well as the US elections and
economy.

Watch the interview below.

The original link to the full episode (Dr. Nasser Saidi joins
from 05:00):
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2020-02-16/-bloomberg-da
ybreak-middle-east-full-show-02-16-2020-video



https://nassersaidi.com/2020/02/20/radio-interview-with-dubai-eye-business-breakfast-18-feb-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/02/20/radio-interview-with-dubai-eye-business-breakfast-18-feb-2020/
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https://nassersaidi.com/2020/02/18/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-16-feb-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/02/18/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-16-feb-2020/
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Podcast on Lebanon with The
National, 23 Jan 2020

In this episode of Beyond the Headlines, The National’'s Willy
Lowry reported from the tear gas-filled streets of Beirut. He
spoke to young people angry at what they’ve called Mr Diab’s
“one-colour” government.

Also on the show is Dr. Nasser Saidi (from 10:00 onwards), a
former Lebanese economy minister and former vice governor of
the central bank of Lebanon. He lays out plainly the scale of
the crisis and his recommendations of what the new government
should do.
https://audioboom.com/posts/7486040-tear-gas-fireworks-and-pol
itics-in-lebanon-s-revolution

Interview with Sky News
Arabiya (Arabic) on Lebanon's
economic crisis, 21 Jan 2020

Dr. Nasser Saidi discusses Lebanon’s ongoing economic &
financial crisis, need to restructure public debt & the
banking sector, and undertake an Economic Stabilisation &
Liquidity programme with the IMF in an interview (in Arabic)
that aired on SkyNews Arabiya on 21st Jan 2020.

The video can be viewed below:


https://nassersaidi.com/2020/01/24/podcast-on-lebanon-with-the-national-23-jan-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/01/24/podcast-on-lebanon-with-the-national-23-jan-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/01/23/interview-with-skynewsarabiya-arabic-on-lebanon-21-jan-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/01/23/interview-with-skynewsarabiya-arabic-on-lebanon-21-jan-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/01/23/interview-with-skynewsarabiya-arabic-on-lebanon-21-jan-2020/

Bloomberg Daybreak Middle
East Interview, 19 Jan 2020

In the January 19th, 2020 edition of Bloomberg
Daybreak: Middle East, Dr. Nasser Saidi speaks to Manus Cranny
on a wide range of topics including US growth, the US-China
Phase 1 trade deal, major central banks’ balance sheets & QE,
China’s growth, the UK economy (& Brexit) and also the need to
shift focus towards climate change.

Watch the interview below.

The original link to the full episode (Dr. Nasser Saidi joins
from 56:00):
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2020-01-19/-bloomberg-da
ybreak-middle-east-full-show-01-19-2020-video

Interview with CNN's Richard
Quest on Lebanon's path
forward amid the crisis, 8
Jan 2020

Dr. Nasser Saidi was interviewed by CNN International’s
Richard Quest on 8th Jan, 2020 to provide his insights on
Lebanon’s path forward amid the economic and political crisis.

Watch the interview below:


https://nassersaidi.com/2020/01/20/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-19-jan-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/01/20/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-19-jan-2020/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2020-01-19/-bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-full-show-01-19-2020-video
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2020-01-19/-bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-full-show-01-19-2020-video
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/01/11/interview-with-cnns-richard-quest-on-lebanons-path-forward-amid-the-crisis-8-jan-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/01/11/interview-with-cnns-richard-quest-on-lebanons-path-forward-amid-the-crisis-8-jan-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/01/11/interview-with-cnns-richard-quest-on-lebanons-path-forward-amid-the-crisis-8-jan-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/01/11/interview-with-cnns-richard-quest-on-lebanons-path-forward-amid-the-crisis-8-jan-2020/

Is there an opportunity for
Lebanon to get out of the
crisis? Dr. Nasser Saidi's
interview with Al Arabiya, 7
Jan 2020

The TV interview (in Arabic) can be viewed at:
https://ara.tv/cx8n3
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"Lebanon’s crisis needs $20
billion-$25 billion bailout":
Reuters interview with Dr.
Nasser Saidi, 3 Jan 2020

The interview with Dr. Nasser Saidi was published by Reuters
on 3rd Jan, 2020 and was published in several regional


https://nassersaidi.com/2020/01/05/lebanons-crisis-needs-20-billion-25-billion-bailout-reuters-interview-with-dr-nasser-saidi-3-jan-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/01/05/lebanons-crisis-needs-20-billion-25-billion-bailout-reuters-interview-with-dr-nasser-saidi-3-jan-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/01/05/lebanons-crisis-needs-20-billion-25-billion-bailout-reuters-interview-with-dr-nasser-saidi-3-jan-2020/
https://nassersaidi.com/2020/01/05/lebanons-crisis-needs-20-billion-25-billion-bailout-reuters-interview-with-dr-nasser-saidi-3-jan-2020/

newspapers as well as the NYT. The original interview can be
accessed here and is pasted below.

Lebanon’s crisis needs $20 billion-$25
billion bailout, former minister says

Lebanon needs a $20 billion-$25 billion bailout including
International Monetary Fund support to emerge from its
financial crisis, former economy minister Nasser Saidi told
Reuters on Friday.

Lebanon’s crisis has shattered confidence in 1its banking
system and raised investors’ concerns that a default could
loom for one of the world’s most indebted countries, with a
$1.2 billion (917.01 million pounds) Eurobond due in March.
Lebanon’s politicians have failed to come up with a rescue
plan since Prime Minister Saad al-Hariri quit in October after
protests over state corruption.

Depositors and investors say they have been kept in the dark
about the country’s dire financial situation.

President Michel Aoun said on Friday that he hoped a new
government would be formed next week. But analysts say the
cabinet to be led by Hassan Diab may struggle to win
international support because he was nominated by the Iranian-
backed Hezbollah group and its allies.

Saidi said time was running short, and that $11 billion in
previously pledged support from foreign donors was now roughly
half of what was needed to mount a recovery. “The danger of
the current situation is we’re approaching economic collapse
that can potentially reduce GDP (for 2020) by 10%,” Saidi said
in an interview.

Economists have said 2020 is likely to register Lebanon’s
first economic contraction in 20 years, with some saying GDP
will contract by 2%.

Others have predicted a long depression unseen since
independence from France in 1943 or during the 1975-90 civil
war.


https://www.nytimes.com/reuters/2020/01/03/business/03reuters-lebanon-economy.html
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-lebanon-economy/lebanons-crisis-needs-20-billion-25-billion-bailout-former-minister-says-idUKKBN1Z21JC

Lebanese companies have laid off workers and business has
ground to a halt. A hard currency crunch has prompted banks to
restrict access to dollars and the Lebanese pound trades a
third weaker on the parallel market, driving up prices.

“Our policymakers are not wiling to recognise the depth of the
problems we have .. They need the courage to tell the Lebanese
population that difficult times are coming,” said Saidi.

Credit ratings agencies have downgraded Lebanon’s sovereign
rating and the ratings of its commercial banks on fears of
default.

Saidi said a $20-$25 billion package could guarantee payment
on some of the country’s public debt, enabling it to
restructure in a way that would extend maturities and reduce
interest rates. Saidi said that would need support from the
IMF, World Bank, and Western and Gulf states.

Hariri last month discussed the possibility of technical
assistance from the IMF and World Bank, but there has been no
public mention of a financial package.

"Time 1s Running Out":
Interview on Lebanon with
Diwan, Middle East Insights
from Carnegie, 8 Dec 2019

The interview with Dr. Nasser Saidi titled “Time 1is running
out” appeared on Diwan, a blog from the Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace’s Middle East Program and the Carnegie
Middle East Center.The original article (copied below) 1is


https://nassersaidi.com/2019/12/08/time-is-running-out-interview-on-lebanon-with-diwan-middle-east-insights-from-carnegie-8-dec-2019/
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available at: https://carnegie-mec.orq/diwan/80524

Time 1s running out

In an interview, former minister Nasser al-Saidi explains why
Lebanon’s financial revival will be a massive undertaking.
Nasser al-Saidi 1is a Lebanese economist who served as first
vice governor of Lebanon’s Central Bank in 1993-2002 and as
minister of economy and trade in 1998-2000. He was chief
economist and strategist of the Dubai International Financial
Center, and acts as an advisor to governments, central banks,
and regulators in the region. He is currently the founder and
president of Nasser Saidi & Associates. Diwan interviewed
Saidi in early December to get his views on the financial
crisis that Lebanon is facing today, and to ask him what steps
are needed to install financial stability in the country. The
monumental task ahead is why Saidi said that any new
government willing to grapple with Lebanon’s financial
problems would effectively face a politically suicidal
undertaking.

Michael Young: You've described the way Lebanon has been
raising money in recent decades as a “Ponzi scheme.” Can you
elaborate on what you meant?

Nasser al-Saidi: A Ponzi scheme develops when promised returns
on investments are paid to existing investors from funds
contributed by new investors. How did this happen in Lebanon?
Successive governments have been fiscally reckless, with an
average budget deficit of 8.5 percent of GDP since 2010. The
high levels of government borrowing along with high interest
rates led to a “crowding out” of the private sector and a
sharp decline in investment and domestic credit to the private
sector. This resulted in dismal economic growth and now a
recession.

In tandem, the Central Bank raised U.S. dollar interest rates


https://carnegie-mec.org/diwan/80524

to attract deposits of the Lebanese diaspora and foreign
investors to help finance Lebanon’s twin deficits—the
persistent current account deficits and the budget deficits.
Higher interest rates raised the overall cost of government
borrowing and led to a “crowding out” of the public sector:
Government deficits were increasingly financed by the Central
Bank. In turn, banks preferred to deposit at the Central Bank
rather than risk lending to the private sector or the
government, earning rates on U.S. dollar deposits exceeding
international rates by 600 to 700 basis points. They were paid
8 percent and more, while international rates were 1 percent.

By 2016, the flow of remittances and capital inflows that
served to finance Lebanon’s twin fiscal and current account
deficits started declining. The Central Bank attempted to
shore up its international reserves and preserve an overvalued
exchange rate by increased borrowing from the banks through
so-called “financial engineering” schemes and swap operations.
It also engaged in a massive bailout of domestic banks—in
excess of $5 billion-that had suffered large losses on their
foreign operations in Turkey, Syria, Saudi Arabia, and other
countries.

While in the United States and Europe such bailouts after the
2007-2009 global financial crisis were undertaken by
governments as part of their fiscal operations in return for
equity and through the imposition of conditions, no such
conditionality was imposed by Lebanon’s Central Bank.
Financial engineering, swaps, and other quasi-fiscal
operations led to a ballooning of its balance sheet, from 182
percent of GDP in 2015 to 280 percent by October 2019, the
highest ratio in the world. The growth in Central
Bank assets—largely Lebanese government bonds and T-bills—was
financed by more bank borrowing at high interest rates and led
to a growing liquidity crunch for the private sector.

The bottom line is that the Central Bank was financing
government budget deficits and monetizing the public debt



through bank borrowing, earning less on its “assets” than it
was promising and paying the banks. Increasingly, it was
paying high returns on deposits from fresh money from domestic
banks and international borrowing.

MY: Lebanon has imposed de facto capital controls. Is the
message here that the decisionmakers favor protecting the
banking sector over economic growth? And if so, does Lebanon
have other choices given the pain that would ensue if the
banking sector were to collapse?

NS: The de facto, informal capital, payments, and exchange
controls imposed by the banks, with the implicit consent of
the Central Bank, are intended to control capital flight,
given the growing loss of confidence in the sustainability of
government finances and the ability of the banking system to
continue financing government deficits. But the self-declared
bank holidays only brought on panic by depositors and
investors. Indeed, the measures were self-defeating: Capital
and foreign exchange <controls, along with payment
restrictions, while temporarily protecting the banks and the
international reserves of the Central Bank, have generated a
downward spiral in trade and economic activity and will result
in an increase 1in non-performing loans, directly hurting
banks.

In addition, the imposition of controls is left to the
arbitrary discretion of the banks, which has generated
heightened uncertainty concerning transactions and payments,
and has led to a drying up of capital inflows and remittances,
weakening the net foreign asset position of the banking
system. International country evidence shows that while
capital controls can be effective as part of a policy toolkit,
they are not a substitute for the well-structured
macroeconomic, fiscal, financial, and monetary reform program
that Lebanon needs.

MY: Today there 1is a liquidity crunch, which has dire



consequences for a country very heavily reliant on imported
goods. Given that the Central Bank appears to have much lower
reserves than initially announced, does Lebanon have any other
choice than to go to the international community for such
liquidity?

NS: Given the large level of sovereign and Central Bank debt-a
total of LL150,183 billion, of which LL82,249 billion is
Central Bank debt as of the second quarter of 2019-and the
direct exposure of the banking system, with 70 percent of bank
assets being in government and Central Bank paper, Lebanon
will need to turn to the international community. The promised
CEDRE Conference commitments made by a group of donors and
investors in April 2018 will have to be renegotiated and
recast into a multilateral economic stabilization and
liquidity fund. This fund will be subjected to conditionality
relating to fiscal, sectoral (electricity, water, transport,
and other), structural, and financial reforms.

MY: Can the banking sector survive the current shock?

NS: The banking sector, including the Central Bank, is at the
core of the required macroeconomic and financial adjustment
program, given that it holds an overwhelming share of public
debt. Public debt (including Central Bank debt) will have to
be reprofiled and restructured. For example, a domestic
Lebanese pound debt reprofiling would repackage debt maturing
over 2020-2023 into new debt at substantially lower rates,
maturing over the next five to ten years. Similarly, foreign
currency debt can also be restructured and repackaged into
longer maturities, benefiting from a guarantee of the CEDRE
participants, which would drastically lower interest rates.
The suggested debt reprofiling and restructuring operations
would result in substantially lower debt service costs from
the current 10 percent of GDP and would create fiscal space
during the adjustment period.

There will have to be a bail-in by the banks and their



shareholders, accompanied by a consolidation and restructuring
of the banking system. In turn, the extensive bail-in means
that a large recapitalization and equity injection will be
required to restore banking system soundness and monetary
stability.

MY: Where do you see Lebanon going in the coming months? What
dynamics will be in play?

NS: Absent the formation of a confidence rebuilding and
credible new government and rapid policy reform measures, the
current outlook 1is a deepening recession, growing
unemployment, with a sharp fall in consumption, investment,
and trade. It will also come with a continued depreciation of
the Lebanese pound on the parallel market, resulting 1in
rapidly accelerating inflation and a decline in real wages,
along with a sharply growing budget deficit due to falling
revenues. As a result, financial pressures on the banking
system will increase, with a scenario of increasing ad hoc
controls on economic activity and payments, and market
distortions.

MY: What would you do at this stage to prevent the worst from
happening? Can you outline a realistic step-by-step process
the government and the banking sector can adopt to emerge from
the financial mess they’ve created.

NS: Time is running out. A new government needs to be formed,
dominated by non-partisan, independent, competent
“technocratic” ministers known for their integrity, endowed
with extraordinary decision making powers, and willing to
sacrifice their political future, given the difficult policy
decisions required. Effectively, this would be a “hara-kiri
government.” The government should, within weeks, prepare and
start implementing a comprehensive macroeconomic, fiscal,
monetary reform program with a clear policy road map including
the implementation of structural reforms. While the policy
road map should include deep structural reforms—for example



pension system reform—these can be sequenced, but need not be
implemented immediately.

The immediate priority is to address the interlinked currency,
banking, fiscal, and financial crises. For the adjustment
program to be credible, public finances must be put on a
sustainable path through dramatic and sustained fiscal
adjustment to reduce debt and the budget deficit-requiring a
massive primary surplus of 6 percent of GDP, excluding
interest payments. The state must also resize the public
sector and restructure the financial system through a
reprofiling and restructuring of public debt, including
Central Bank debt. Lebanon will need to call on the
international community to support its adjustment program
through a reconfigured, recast CEDRE program. As part of the
program, the Central Bank'’s reserves will need to be supported
by bilateral Central Bank swap lines. External multilateral
funding worth some $20-25 billion (35-45 percent of GDP) will
also be required.

These painful measures require a broad and strong political
commitment. The choice is between market-imposed, disorderly,
and painful adjustments, meaning a hard landing, or self-
imposed reforms that are credible and sustainable. However,
nothing indicates the ruling political class and policymakers
are ready for these difficult choices. Nor is there political
courage and capacity for reform.

Interview with BBC on
Lebanon’s economic crisis,


https://nassersaidi.com/2019/12/08/interview-with-bbc-on-lebanons-economic-crisis-6th-dec-2019/
https://nassersaidi.com/2019/12/08/interview-with-bbc-on-lebanons-economic-crisis-6th-dec-2019/

6th Dec 2019

Questions answered in this interview include: How did Lebanon
get to this crisis scenario? Why should the international
community come to Lebanon’s aid? Also discussed is the urgency
to form a new technocratic government and an eventual move to
a secular state.

Listen to the interview (from 1:00 to 7:00) at
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/wl72wq52b0xp9qgs

Podcast on the Aramco IPO
with The National, 13 Nov
2019

The world’s biggest crude oil producer, Saudi Aramco launches
the subscription period for its much-anticipated IPO as it
rolls on with its ambitions to become the globe’s pre-eminent
integrated energy and chemicals company.

Host Mustafa Alrawi, assistant editor in chief of The
National, and Kelsey Warner, The National’s future editor,
talk with Dr Nasser Saidi, regular contributor to The National
and president of the economic advisory and business
consultancy Nasser Saidi & Associates, about the Aramco IPO.
Dr. Saidi discusses the IP0O’s strategic importance, outlook
for the oil market and strategy alliance with China.

In this episode:

Kelsey and Mustafa on Adipec (Om 32s)

Dr. Saidi on the IPO (8m 21s)

Headlines (27m 14s)


https://nassersaidi.com/2019/12/08/interview-with-bbc-on-lebanons-economic-crisis-6th-dec-2019/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/w172wq52b0xp9qs
https://nassersaidi.com/2019/11/14/podcast-on-the-aramco-ipo-with-the-national-13-nov-2019/
https://nassersaidi.com/2019/11/14/podcast-on-the-aramco-ipo-with-the-national-13-nov-2019/
https://nassersaidi.com/2019/11/14/podcast-on-the-aramco-ipo-with-the-national-13-nov-2019/

https://audioboom.com/posts/7421977-adipec-and-the-saudi-aramc
0-1ipo

Interview with Dubai TV
(Arabic) on Lebanon's
protests and economic crisis,
10 Nov 2019

Dr. Nasser Saidi discusses Lebanon’s Economic -Fiscal-
Financial-Exchange Rate crises and urgency of appointing a
National Emergency Cabinet to implement deep fiscal-monetary &
structural reforms, seek multilateral funding to avoid a crash
landing & lost decade of depression & austerity.

The interview (in Arabic), which aired on Nov 10th 2019, can
be viewed below:

Bloomberg Daybreak Middle
East Interview, 10 Nov 2019

In the November 10th, 2019 edition of Bloomberg
Daybreak: Middle East, Dr. Nasser Saidi speaks to Manus Cranny
about the Aramco IPO prospectus, central bank policies
globally, the ongoing US-China trade spat while also touching


https://nassersaidi.com/2019/11/11/interview-with-dubai-tv-arabic-on-lebanon-protests-10-nov-2019/
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https://nassersaidi.com/2019/11/11/interview-with-dubai-tv-arabic-on-lebanon-protests-10-nov-2019/
https://nassersaidi.com/2019/11/11/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-10-nov-2019/
https://nassersaidi.com/2019/11/11/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-10-nov-2019/

upon the Brexit era discussions.
Watch the interview below.

The original link to the full episode (Dr. Nasser Saidi joins
from

56:21): https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2019-11-10/bloom
berg-daybreak-middle-east-full-show-11-10-2019-video

Interview on CNN’s Quest
Means Business on Lebanon’s
anti-government protests, 1
Nov 2019

Dr. Nasser Saidi was on CNN International’s Quest Means
Business programme on the 1lst of Nov 2019 to provide his views
on Lebanon’s anti-government protests, reopening of banks
after a 10-day closure, external debt concerns and more.
Watch the interview below:

Panelist at the launch of
IMF’'s MENA Regional Economic


https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2019-11-10/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-full-show-11-10-2019-video
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2019-11-10/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-full-show-11-10-2019-video
https://nassersaidi.com/2019/11/02/interview-on-cnns-quest-means-business-on-lebanons-anti-government-protests-1-nov-2019/
https://nassersaidi.com/2019/11/02/interview-on-cnns-quest-means-business-on-lebanons-anti-government-protests-1-nov-2019/
https://nassersaidi.com/2019/11/02/interview-on-cnns-quest-means-business-on-lebanons-anti-government-protests-1-nov-2019/
https://nassersaidi.com/2019/11/02/interview-on-cnns-quest-means-business-on-lebanons-anti-government-protests-1-nov-2019/
https://nassersaidi.com/2019/11/01/panelist-at-the-launch-of-imfs-mena-regional-economic-outlook-28-oct-2019/
https://nassersaidi.com/2019/11/01/panelist-at-the-launch-of-imfs-mena-regional-economic-outlook-28-oct-2019/

Outlook, 28 Oct 2019

Dr. Nasser Saidi participated as a panelist at the IMF’s
launch of the Regional Economic Outlook report for the Middle
East and North Africa region, which took place at the Dubai
International Financial Centre on 28th October, 2019.

The panel discussion covered many aspects including the
economic outlook for UAE, Saudi Arabia, Egypt and other
nations while also addressing the issues of geopolitical
risks, job creation and climate change among others.

The IMF report can be accessed
at https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/REO/MECA/Issues/2019/10
/19/reo-menap-cca-1019

Watch the video of the panel discussion below:

Bloomberg Daybreak Middle
East Interview, 27 Oct 2019

In the October 27th, 2019 edition of Bloomberg
Daybreak: Middle East, Dr. Nasser Saidi speaks about the
“phase one” US-China trade pact, answers questions about
Lebanon’s potential for debt restructuring amidst anti-
government protests, and also touches upon the UK elections,
possibilities of a 2nd referendum and the pound sterling

Watch the interview below.

The original link to the full episode (Dr. Nasser Saidi joins
from

57:00): https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2019-10-27/bloom
berg-daybreak-middle-east-full-show-10-27-2019-video



https://nassersaidi.com/2019/11/01/panelist-at-the-launch-of-imfs-mena-regional-economic-outlook-28-oct-2019/
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/REO/MECA/Issues/2019/10/19/reo-menap-cca-1019
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/REO/MECA/Issues/2019/10/19/reo-menap-cca-1019
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https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2019-10-27/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-full-show-10-27-2019-video
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2019-10-27/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-full-show-10-27-2019-video

Interview on the Lebanese
protests in Al Hadath, 24 Oct
2019

Dr. Nasser Saidi speaks on Lebanon’s ongoing protests which
initiated with a proposed and then retracted WhatsApp tax.
Watch the interview below.
https://vid.alarabiya.net/2019/10/24/nasseralsaadi2/nasseralsa
adi2  nasseralsaadi2 video.mp4

Radio interview with Dubai
Eye's Business Breakfast on
Lebanon's economy, 23 Oct
2019

Dr. Nasser Saidi spoke with Dubai Eye’s Business Breakfast
team on the ongoing protests in Lebanon. Some comments are
listed below:

The catalysts for Lebanon’s unrest include deep economic-
financial-fiscal 1issues, environmental problems, rampant
corruption and lack of trust in the government. The government
needs to address multiple issues including reduce public debt,
address size of the government/ public sector & pension
system, tackle corruption and increase competition among
others.


https://nassersaidi.com/2019/10/25/alhadath-interview-lebanese-protests-24-oct-2019/
https://nassersaidi.com/2019/10/25/alhadath-interview-lebanese-protests-24-oct-2019/
https://nassersaidi.com/2019/10/25/alhadath-interview-lebanese-protests-24-oct-2019/
https://nassersaidi.com/2019/10/24/radio-interview-with-dubai-eye-business-breakfast-on-lebanon-economy-23-oct-2019/
https://nassersaidi.com/2019/10/24/radio-interview-with-dubai-eye-business-breakfast-on-lebanon-economy-23-oct-2019/
https://nassersaidi.com/2019/10/24/radio-interview-with-dubai-eye-business-breakfast-on-lebanon-economy-23-oct-2019/
https://nassersaidi.com/2019/10/24/radio-interview-with-dubai-eye-business-breakfast-on-lebanon-economy-23-oct-2019/

Listen to the full radio interview
at https://omny.fm/shows/businessbreakfast/lebanon-economy-nas
ser-saidi-associates-23-10-2019

Al Arabiya Interview on the
Lebanese protests, 21 Oct
2019

Dr. Nasser Saidi speaks on Lebanon’s ongoing protests which
initiated with a proposed and then retracted WhatsApp tax.
Watch the interview below.
https://vid.alarabiya.net/2019/10/21/nasseralsaedi/nasseralsae
di  nasseralsaedi video.mp4

Interview on the Lebanese
protests in SkyNews Arabia,
21 Oct 2019

Dr. Nasser Saidi speaks on Lebanon’s ongoing protests which
initiated with a proposed and then retracted WhatsApp tax.
Watch the interview below.


https://omny.fm/shows/businessbreakfast/lebanon-economy-nasser-saidi-associates-23-10-2019
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Radio interview with Dubai
Eye's Business Breakfast on
Lebanon's economy, 7 Oct 2019

Dr. Nasser Saidi spoke with Dubai Eye’s Business Breakfast
team ahead of the Lebanon Prime Minister Saad Hariri’s visit
to the UAE. The UAE meetings resulted in the travel ban to
Lebanon being lifted.

Listen to the full radio interview
at https://omny.fm/shows/businessbreakfast/lebanon-economy-nas
ser-saidi-associates-07-10-2019

Radio interview with Dubai
Eye’'s Business Breakfast on
WeWork’s indefinitely delayed
IPO & corporate governance,
29 Sep 2019

In the wake of some glaringly poor corporate decisions by
major companies recently (including WeWork), Dr. Nasser Saidi
spoke with Dubai Eye’'s Business Breakfast team about why
companies need corporate governance. Recent news highlight
concerns with lack of leadership accountability, corporate
governance & oversight.

Listen to the full radio interview
at https://omny.fm/shows/businessbreakfast/nasser-saidi-associ
ates-29-09-2019
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Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle
East Interview, 29 May 2019

In the 29th May, 2019 edition of Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle
East, Dr. Nasser Saidi talks to Yousef Gamal El-Din and Manus
Cranny on the Tadawul’s inclusion in the MSCI Emerging Markets
index and the UAE central bank’s growth forecasts.

Watch the interview below (Dr. Nasser Saidi speaks from 35:00
to 41:00)

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2019-05-29/bloomberg-day
break-middle-east-full-show-05-29-2019-video

Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle
East Interview, 5 May 2019

In the 5th May, 2019 edition of Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle
East, Dr. Nasser Saidi talks to Yousef Gamal El-Din and Manus
Cranny on the Fed’s next policy move, views on the US-China
trade and economic wars in the backdrop of upcoming elections
as well as whether the UK was headed towards a second
referendum.

Watch the interview below (Dr. Nasser Saidi speaks from 06:31
to 23:10)

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2019-05-05/bloomberg-day
break-middle-east-full-show-05-05-2019-video



https://nassersaidi.com/2019/06/01/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-29-may-2019/
https://nassersaidi.com/2019/06/01/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-29-may-2019/
https://nassersaidi.com/2019/05/07/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-5-may-2019/
https://nassersaidi.com/2019/05/07/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-interview-5-may-2019/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2019-05-05/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-full-show-05-05-2019-video
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2019-05-05/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-full-show-05-05-2019-video

Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle
East Interview, 22 Apr 2019

In the 22nd Apr, 2019 edition of Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle
East, Dr. Nasser Saidi speaks to Yousef Gamal El-Din about
Oman’s growth and risk outlook (following S&P’s downgrade) as
well as Dubai’s growth prospects.

Watch the interview on Oman below.

https://www.bloomberq.com/news/videos/2019-04-22/oman-risks-de
scending-deeper-into-junk-video

The original link to the full episode (Dr. Nasser Saidi speaks
from 29:15 to 34:19):

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2019-04-22/bloomberg-day
break-middle-east-full-show-04-22-2019-video

Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle
East Interview, 5 Mar 2019

In the 5th March, 2019 edition of Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle
East, Dr. Nasser Saidi speaks to Manus Cranny about China’s
pragmatic growth target (disclosed during the National
People’s Congress) as well as the ongoing US-China trade
negotiations especially asking the question if markets are
over-optimistic about the “historic deal”. Another pertinent
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discussion centred around the question “is the US slowing
down?”, given latest data releases.

Watch the interview below.

The original link to the full episode (Dr. Nasser Saidi speaks
from 57:00 to 1:08:00):

https://www.bloomberq.com/news/videos/2019-03-05/bloomberq-day
break-middle-east-full-show-03-05-2019-video

Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle
East Interview, 17 Feb 2019

In the 17th February, 2019 edition of Bloomberg
Daybreak: Middle East, Dr. Nasser Saidi speaks to Youssef
Gamal El-Din and Manus Cranny about the ongoing US-China trade
negotiations, Fed’s rate hike decisions, as well as the
possibility of a hard Brexit and the future of Theresa May.

Watch the interview below.

The original link to the full episode (Dr. Nasser Saidi speaks
from 05:50 to 17:00):

https://www.bloomberq.com/news/videos/2019-02-17/bloomberq-day
break-middle-east-full-show-02-17-2019-video



https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2019-03-05/bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-full-show-03-05-2019-video
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Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle
East Interview, 13 Jan 2019

In the 13th January, 2019 edition of Bloomberg
Daybreak: Middle East, Dr. Nasser Saidi speaks to Youssef
Gamal El-Din about the Fed, ongoing US-China trade wars and
negotiations, UK’'s Brexit vote, the British pound and broad
outlook and risks for 2019.

Watch the interview below.

The original link to the full episode (Dr. Nasser Saidi speaks
from 08:00 to 20:00):

https://www.bloomberq.com/news/videos/2019-01-13/bloomberq-day
break-middle-east-full-show-01-10-2019-video

Interview with Al Arabiya
(Arabic) on the State of the
Arab economies 1in 2019, 18
Dec 2018

Dr. Nasser Saidi discusses the the China-US economic war,
lower o0il prices and increasing risk of a financial crisis in
2019 accompanying lower global & GCC growth in this interview
with Al Arabiya.

The interview (in Arabic), aired on 18th December 2018, can be
viewed below and here.
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Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle
East Interview, 9 Dec 2018

In the 9th December, 2018 edition of Bloomberg
Daybreak: Middle East, Dr. Nasser Saidi speaks to Youssef
Gamal El-Din about the ongoing US-China trade & economic wars,
Fed & the inversion of the US yield curve, UK Parliament’s
Brexit vote, France’s Yellow Vest protests & 1investor
sentiment, and OPEC cut & crude oil price movements.

Watch the interview below.

The original link to the full episode (Dr. Nasser Saidi speaks
from 06:00 to 24:00):

https://www.bloomberqg.com/news/videos/2018-12-09/bloomberqg-day
break-middle-east-full-show-12-09-2018-video

Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle
East Interview, 4 Nov 2018

In the 4th November, 2018 edition of Bloomberg
Daybreak: Middle East, Dr. Nasser Saidi comments on the US
mid-term elections, central bank -FED/BOE/B0J/PBoC policies,
UST yields & the dollar.

Watch the interview, as part of the full episode, below.

The original link to the full
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episode: https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2018-11-04/bloo
mberg-daybreak-middle-east-full-show-11-4-2018-video

Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle
East Interview, 7 Oct 2018

In the 7th October, 2018 edition of Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle
East, Dr. Nasser Saidi comments on the importance of Saudi
Crown Prince’s interview with Bloomberg (the delayed Aramco
IP0O, diversification policies, managing of expectations re
Vision 2030 etc.), US unemployment rates, and the ongoing US-
China trade wars.

Watch the interview below.

The original link to the full episode (Dr. Nasser Saidi speaks
from 07:30
onwards): https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2018-10-07/blo
omberg-daybreak-middle-east-full-show-10-07-2018-video

Interview with Dubai TV
(Arabic) on emerging markets
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& the currency crisis, Sep
2018

Dr. Nasser Saidi discusses emerging markets and the fall of
their currencies in the Money Map show aired on Dubai TV. The
interview (in Arabic), which aired mid-September 2018, can be
viewed here.

Interview with Al Arabiya
(Arabic) on "10 years after
the financial crisis", 13 Sep
2018

Dr. Nasser Saidi discusses the aftermath of the Global
Financial Crisis, lack of accountability, populism, need to
reduce dependence on the US dollar, risks of a new financial
crisis and Quantitative Tightening in this interview with Al
Arabiya.

The interview (in Arabic), aired on 13th September 2018, can
be viewed below and here.
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Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle
East Interview, 2 Sep 2018

In the Sep 2, 2018 edition of Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle East,
Dr. Nasser Saidi speaks about Turkey, Argnetina, and more.

The original link to the full
episode: https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2018-09-02/bloo
mberg-daybreak-middle-east-full-show-9-2-2018-video

Interview with Al Arabiya
(Arabic) on UAE's
liberalisation & stimulus
measures, 10 June 2018

The UAE’'s Abu Dhabi introduced an AED 50bn stimulus package,
which includes the establishment of Ghadan, to identify new
technologies and investments, as well as issuance of licenses
that will exempt the requirement of having an office or work
space for two years. Businesses are likely to benefit: cost-
cutting reviews are expected later this year, and plans are
underway to allow dual licences for companies in Abu Dhabi
free zones.

Separately, Dubai also announced a series of initiatives
including freezing private school fees for the 2018-19
academic year, waiving the 4% late-payment fine for property
registrations for 60 days, reducing the “market fee” imposed
by Dubai Municipality by half to 2.5%; the government will
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also scrap 19 fees related to the aviation industry.

In this interview, Dr. Nasser Saidi touches upon these
measures and its impact on businesses and the economy.

The interview (in Arabic), telecast on 10th June 2018, can be
viewed below and here.

Bloomberg Daybreak Middle
East Interview, 3 Jun 2018

In the June 3, 2018 edition of Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle
East, Dr. Nasser Saidi speaks about o0il prices,OPEC market
shares, Turkey’s inflation and its central bank’s moves.

Watch the interview below.

The original link to the full episode (Dr. Nasser Saidi speaks
from

28:14 onwards): https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2018-06-
03/-bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-full-show-6-3-2018-video

Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle
East interview, 29 Apr 2018

In the April 29, 2018 edition of Bloomberg Daybreak: Middle
East, Dr. Nasser Saidi speaks to Yousef Gamal El-Din and Tracy
Alloway about trade, and also relations between the US and
Germany, and the EU.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5a7PkaPzx1Q
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Watch the interview below.

The original link to the full episode (Dr. Nasser Saidi speaks
from 06:33 onwards, about geopolitics, “irrational
exuberance”, divergence 1in monetary policies and
more): https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2018-04-29/-bloom
berg-daybreak-middle-east-full-show-4-29-2018-video

Bloomberg Markets Middle East
interview, 4 Mar 2018

In the March 4, 2018 edition of Bloomberg Markets Middle East,
Dr. Nasser Saidi speaks to Yousef Gamal El-Din about the US
tariff hikes on aluminum & steel, elections in Italy, Brexit,
and ECB’'s policy challenges.

Watch the interview below.

The original link to the full episode (Dr. Nasser Saidi speaks
from 07:15 onwards till
19:20): https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2018-03-04/bloom
berg-markets-middle-east-full-show-030318-video

Bloomberg Markets Middle East


https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2018-04-29/-bloomberg-daybreak-middle-east-full-show-4-29-2018-video
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interview, 21 Jan 2018

In the Jan 21, 2018 edition of Bloomberg Markets Middle East,
Dr. Nasser Saidi speaks to Yousef Gamal El-Din on the on the
US shutdown, bond yields, OPEC, South Africa, Syria, Turkey
and the Kurds.

Watch the interview below.

The original link to the full episode (Dr. Nasser Saidi speaks
from 06:16 to
40:50): https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2018-01-21/bloom
berg-markets-middle-east-full-show-1-20-2018-sunday-video

Interview with Al Arabiya
(Arabic) on the
implementation of VAT in the
UAE, 1 Jan 2018

The UAE introduced Value Added Tax (VAT), a broad-based
indirect tax levied on the consumption of goods, from January
1, 2018 at a standard rate of 5%. In this interview, Dr.
Nasser Saidi touches wupon revenue and economic
diversification, and VAT'’s impact on inflation, businesses. He
also compares VAT rates across the globe, while also
discussing fines for non-payment of VAT.

The interview (in Arabic), telecast on 1 Jan 2018, can be
viewed here.
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The UAE VAT rate of 5 percent is among the lowest in the
world. In Egypt, it is 14%; in Lebanon it’'s 11%. The UAE
government is projected to collect AED 12 billion ($3.27
billion) in 2018 from the new tax and AED 20 billion ($5.45
billion) in 2019, rising to 1.5% of gross domestic product
over next three years. More comments also appeared on Xinhua.

Bloomberg Markets Middle East
interview, 26 Nov 2017

In the Nov 26, 2017 edition of Bloomberg Markets Middle East,
Dr. Nasser Saidi speaks to Yousef Gamal ELl-Din and Tracy
Alloway on the U.S. Republican tax plan and also about South
Africa.

Watch the interview below.

The original link to the full episode (Dr. Nasser Saidi speaks
from 13:00 to
34:00): https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2017-11-27/full-
show-bloomberg-markets-middle-east-11-26-video

Bloomberg Markets Middle East
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interview, 8 Oct 2017

In the Oct 8, 2017 edition of Bloomberg Markets Middle East,
Dr. Nasser Saidi speaks to Yousef Gamal ELl-Din and Tracy
Alloway [from 17:25 in the video below] on topics ranging from
Saudi Arabia’s reforms and growth, nominees for the US Fed
chair, proposed tax reform in the US and also policy rates
divergence in the advanced versus emerging markets.

Watch the interview below.

The original link to the
interview: https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2017-10-11/fu
Ll-show-bloomberg-markets-middle-east-10-08-video

Bloomberg Markets Middle East
interview, 10 Sep 2017

In the Sep 10, 2017 edition of Bloomberg Markets Middle East,
Dr. Nasser Saidi speaks to Tracy Alloway [from 18:38 into the
video below] on topics ranging from the future of the Fed, ECB
policy & the euro, Qatar crisis, and Saudi Arabia’s NTP 2.0.
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Interview with Al Arabiya
(Arabic) on VAT & Excise
Taxes 1n the UAE, 28 Aug 2017

Following the publication of UAE’'s Federal Laws on Excise
Taxes and VAT, Dr. Saidi appeared on Al Arabiya TV to discuss
these developments. The interview (in Arabic), telecast on 28
Aug 2017, can be viewed here.

CNN Global Gateways Feature:
Why Dubai Needs a Global
Workforce, Aug 2017

CNN’'s Global Gateway program, telecast in August 2017,
features Dr. Saidi’s comments on why Dubai Needs a Global
Workforce, elaborating on the role of human capital in Dubai’s
economic development, women in the workforce and more.

Click here to watch Part 1

Click here to watch Part 2

Click here to watch Part 3

A write-up about the episode was also posted by
dubaicityguide.
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Interview with Al Arabiya
(Arabic) on the shift towards
Asia & implications for GCC/
Middle East, 24 Jul 2017

This TV interview with Al Arabiya, filmed on 24th July 2017,
focuses on the shift in global economic geography towards

Asia. Also discussed are the implications this move has on the
GCC and wider Middle East.

Bloomberg TV 1interview on
Qatar, 11 Jun 2017

In the Jun 11 edition of “Bloomberg Markets: Middle East”,
Nasser Saidi weighed in on Qatar’s deepening diplomatic
isolation and talks about the impact of a blockade on the
markets.

Watch the interview below.

The original link to the interview:
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2017-06-11/qatari-assets
-pile-up-losses-amid-blockade-video
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The Evolving Role of
Compliance 1in Saudi Arabia:
video interview with Thomson
Reuters, May 2017

Dr. Saidi speaks to Thomson Reuters on the journey of the
evolving role of compliance in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in
this short video.

In the past decade, significant international milestones
impacted the financial services industry in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia and elevated the role of compliance to a
strategic function. From the US Patriot Act, Financial Crisis
of 2008, political turmoil Era and the rise of terrorism risk
in the world and most recent the KSA's journey to step up to
become a FATF member, resources and expertise in compliance
are more in demand than ever. Compliance 1is no longer viewed
as a secondary role, it has taken central stage in every
single space and has become an integral element to the
strategic decision-making process.

More coverage of Thomson Reuters 9th Annual Compliance and
Anti-Money Laundering Seminar is available here.
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Interview with Dubai TV
(Arabic) on VAT & 1its impact
on the GCC, 2 May 2017

The Dubai TV interview discusses the implications of GCC’s
proposed move to implement the Value Added Tax (VAT) from
2018. What will be the effect on prices, how do businesses
need to prepare themselves ahead of the implementation of VAT,
selective taxes etc. form the crux of this interview.

Bloomberg TV 1interview on
Egypt & Saudi Arabia, 25 Apr
2017

Nasser Saidi & Associates President, Founder and Chief
Economist Nasser Saidi discusses his outlook for the Egyptian
economy and talks about the country’s reforms. He speaks on
“Bloomberg Markets: Middle East.”

Watch the interview below.

The original link to the interview:
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2017-04-25/nasser-saidi-
sees-broad-egyptian-reform-agenda-video
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Interview with Dubai Eye on
Saudl Arabia's Aramco IPO, 22
Feb 2017

Dr. Nasser Saidi appeared on the Business Breakfast show on
Dubai Eye radio to discuss the highly awaited Aramco IPO.
Click below to listen to the radio interview.

The Evolving Tax Landscape 1in
the GCC, video interview with
Thomson Reuters

The Evolving Tax Landscape in the GCC

The tax landscape in the GCC is set to evolve rapidly as
governments seek new revenue streams. Ahead of the GCC VAT
framework announcement, Dr. Nasser Saidi and Pierre Arman
discuss what the introduction of VAT will mean for businesses
and governments across the region.

The video interview can be accessed
at: http://mena.thomsonreuters.com/en/videos/evolving-tax-land
scape.html
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Bloomberg TV interview on
Trump, 22 January 2017

Nasser Saidi, president of Nasser Saidi & Associates,
discusses President Donald Trump’s relations with the Middle
East. He speaks with Bloomberg’s Yousef Gamal El-Din and Tracy
Alloway on “Bloomberg Markets: Middle East.”

Watch the interview below.

(The original link to the interview:
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2017-01-23/nasser-saidi-
trump-executive-orders-are-sign-of-weakness)

Interview with Dubai TV
(Arabic) on Renewable Energy,
9 January 2017

The Dubai TV interview discusses the move towards renewable
energy, and what it means for the Middle East. What are the
incentives, what are the barriers, what is the outlook for
renewable energy are some of the discussion points in the
interview
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Young people drive MENA’s
transition towards clean
energy future, today!:
Interview with Solar PV.TV,
Dec 2016

In this video interview, Dr. Saidi shares with SolarPV.TV his
opinion that young people drive MENA’s transition towards
clean energy future, today! He also introduces the C(Clean
Energy Business Council’s major achievements to date and their
plans in short & long term perspective.

Bloomberg TV 1interview on
Trump Presidency, 13 November
2016

Nasser Saidi, founder and chief executive officer at Nasser
Saidi & Associates, discusses the impact of a Donald Trump
presidency on the markets and global growth. He speaks to
Manus Cranny and Tracy Alloway on “Bloomberg Markets: Middle
East.”

Watch the interview below.
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(The original link to the interview:
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2016-11-13/saidi-this-wil
L-be-a-choppy-period-for-markets)

Interview with Dubai TV
(Arabic) on US election
results, 10 November 2016

The Dubai TV interview discusses the results of the US
elections, and what it means for the Middle East.

(The original link to the
interview: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jnKr wwlJCk)

Bloomberg TV 1interview on
Saudi Arabia NTP & US
elections, OPEC, 9 October
2016

The Bloomberg TV interview discusses the informal OPEC meeting
in Istanbul this week, Saudi Arabia’s transformation plan, the
impact of monetary policy on the global economy, also touching
upon the US elections. Dr. Saidi speaks to Yousef Gamal El-Din
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on “Bloomberg Markets: Middle East”. Watch the interview
below.

(The original link to the
interview: http://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2016-10-09/nas
ser-saidi-opec-is-in-demise)

Interview with Bloomberg TV
Canada on Saudi Arabia &
OPEC, 3 October 2016

The pressure of a low oil price seems to be weighing on Saudi
Arabia. The country saw its slowest GDP growth in three years,
and it was forced to reach a deal with fellow OPEC members to
cut oil production. Dr. Nasser Saidi speaks to Pamela Ritchie
on the show The Daily Brief on Saudi why needs an output cut
so badly. Watch the interview below.

(Original link to the interview:
http://bloombergtv.ca/2016-10-03/news/politics/us-and-internat
ional/nasser-saidi-unlikely-opec-will-make-agreement-with-
global-players/)

TV Interview with Sky News
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Arabia on Clean Energy, 5
July 2016

The Sky News Arabia TV interview with Dr. Saidi was aired on
5th July 2016 as part of the program Alam Al Taga. It can be
viewed here (begins 13 minutes into the video), and covers a
wide range of topics related to clean energy: associated
investments, technology costs, legal and regulatory framework,
as well as the challenges and opportunities in the MENA
region.

UAE can own the clean energy
finance space: Interview with
SolarPV.TV

In this video interview, Dr. Saidi shares with SolarPV.TV his
opinion that the UAE can “own the Clean Energy finance space”.
He also introduces the Clean Energy Business Council’s major
achievements to date and their plans in short & long term
perspective.

TV Interview with Al Arabiya
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on VAT, 5 May 2016

Click here to access the interview on Al Arabiya, aired on 5
May 2016, focusing on the implementation of VAT across the GCC
and its potential for revenue generation.

CNN TV interview on Lebanon's
'YouStink' movement, 30 Aug
2015

Click here to access the CNN interview, aired on 30 Aug 2015,
focusing on Lebanon’s dysfunctional politics, the ‘rubbish
revolution’ and the #YouStink movement.

Al Arabiya TV interview on
Saudi budget deficits & debt,
10 Aug 2015

Al Arabiya TV interview on Saudi budget deficits and debt, 10
Aug 2015


https://nassersaidi.com/2016/05/07/tv-interview-with-al-arabiya-on-vat-5-may-2016/
http://www.alarabiya.net/ar/aswaq/economy/2016/05/05/%D9%83%D9%85-%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%AC%D9%86%D9%8A-%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%AC-%D9%85%D9%86-%D8%B6%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A8%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D9%8A%D9%85%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B6%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%A9-%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%A8%D8%A9-5-%D8%9F.html
https://nassersaidi.com/2015/09/01/cnn-tv-interview-on-lebanons-youstink-movement-30-sep-2015/
https://nassersaidi.com/2015/09/01/cnn-tv-interview-on-lebanons-youstink-movement-30-sep-2015/
https://nassersaidi.com/2015/09/01/cnn-tv-interview-on-lebanons-youstink-movement-30-sep-2015/
https://www.facebook.com/CNNconnect/videos/10154190056061562/
https://nassersaidi.com/2015/08/10/al-arabiya-tv-interview-on-saudi-budget-deficits-debt-10-aug-2015/
https://nassersaidi.com/2015/08/10/al-arabiya-tv-interview-on-saudi-budget-deficits-debt-10-aug-2015/
https://nassersaidi.com/2015/08/10/al-arabiya-tv-interview-on-saudi-budget-deficits-debt-10-aug-2015/

Bloomberg TV Interview on the
opening up of Tadawul, 15 Jun
2015

My interview on Bloomberg related to the opening up of the
Tadawul, titled “Today is not a game change for Saudi Arabia”
was broadcast on 15 June 2015. Click here to view the
interview.

Interview with Business News
Network, 18 November 2014

Click here to watch the interview that was telecast on the
Business News Network (BNN) on 18th November 2014. The
discussion focused on the oil-rich economies in the context of
falling oil prices and the need for fiscal reforms.

BBC interview on cloud
seeding, Feb 2014
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Cloud seeding: The expensive business of rain in
the desert

Cloud seeding — the science of altering clouds to make rain,
has been going on in the United Arab Emirates for more than 10
years.

But in recent years the number of flights has been increasing
— last year more than 200 missions took place at a cost of
hundreds of thousands of dollars.

The hope is that by increasing rainfall, cloud seeding can
help to replenish the country’s diminishing water supplies.
But is it a cost effective way of doing it?

BBC's Howard Johnson went on a cloud seeding flight to find
out. Click below to view the BBC report on cloud seeding in

the desert.

Dubai TV 1interview on the
need for a SME Exchange, 23
Feb 2014

Click here to view the interview to understand the need and
advantages of creating an exclusive exchange for small and
medium enterprises (SMEs).

Interview on Dubai's "Housing
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Bubble": Dubai One, 11 Jan
2014

Click here to play the interview that appeared on the show
Emirates 24|7 on Dubai One (telecast date: Jan 11, 2014).

Interview with Abu Dhabi TV
on Crowdinvesting, 19 Jan
2014

Click here to view the interview with Abu Dhabi TV on
Crowdinvesting.

Dubal means Busiliness

The first in a series of three films exploring trade and
business in Dubai today. Business leaders talk about physical
infrastructure and its impact on economic geography as well as
the intangibles that enable ease of business in the emirate.
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